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In 1775 he again set out for Great Britaii, and

this time reached London. It was not until he

had suffered much privation that he summoned
up courage to call upon his countryman, Benjamin

West. The great man was entertaining friends

and not disposed to be interrupted ; but the gen-

tleman who left the party to interview die caller,

found him to be a connection of friends of his in

Philadelphia, and ushered him into the assemblage.

The young man's demeanour pleased West, who
invited him to bring his work for inspection,

admitted him as a pupil, and in 1777 installed

him in his own household. By this cime, besides

painting under West, with Trumbull among his

fellow-students, he was attending the discourses

of Sir Joshua and studying anatomy in Dr. Cruik-

shank's classes at the Academy. His sojourn in

West's studio extended over eight years, although

during that time he was engaged on some inde-

pendent work ; the Duke of Northumberland, for

example, sending for him to Sion House, on the

Thames, to paint two portraits. From being the

pupil he became the assistant of his master, until

the painter Dance advised him to set up a studio

of his own, which, with West's approbation, he

did in 1785.

His success was immediate
; people of wit and

&shion thronged his rooms; he "tasked himself


