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pealed to he would smile and let them go on. Brown
was content the public should think he resigned

because Gait, instead of himself, had been

chosen to go to Washington for renewal of the

reciprocity treaty.

The inauguration of Confederation necessitated

a general election. His late colleagues, who would
take no denial from him in declining a seat in the

cabin. L. now conspired to drive Brown from parlia-

ment. Having no more use for him they wished

him knifed. He stood for South Ontario, confident

of election. He was defeated by 69 votes. It was
well for himself that he was defeated. It had been

one of his sanguine expectations that, when Confed-

eration was enacted, the two parties would revert

to their old positions, and that he would again be

leader on the left side of the house. He did not

make sufficient allowance for the influence of self-

interest. Men whom he had fetched out of obscurity

and got seats for them, preferred to remain on the

side on which the sun of government favors shines.

By being shut out of the parliament he had helped

to create he was spared the sight of these ingrates.

In time a change came, and the Liberals were again

in office. Mackenzie pressed the appointment of a

senatorship on Mr. Brown which he accepted and
later offered to make him lieutenant-governor of

Ontario, which he declined. Those who know Brown
only from seeing him in the senate saw him in his

decline: they did not see the tribune who had shk-
en Ontario to its centre. In all his changes of eoi li-

tion to one purpose of his earlier years he remained
true. He never lost sight of the necessity of open-

ing the vast country that lies west of Ontario. At «

period when no interest was taken in the Northwest.


