
[ 6 ]

would not be ruino.us and completely diigraceful.

In fuch an anxious ftate of things, if dawnings
of fuccefs ferve to animate our diligence, they are

good i if they tend to increafe our prefumption,

they are worfe than defeats. The ftate of our af-

fairs Ihall then be as promifing as any one may
choofe to conceive it : It is however but promifing.

We muft recollefb, that with but half of our na-

tural ftrength, we are at war againft confederated

powers who have fingly threatned us with ruin

:

We muft recolleft, that whilft we are left naked
on one fide, our other flank is uncovered by any
alliance •, That whilft we are weighing and balan-

cing our fuccefl^es againft our loffes, we are accu-

mulating debt to the amount of at leaft fourteen

millions in the year. That lofs is certain.

I have no wifti to deny, that our fuccefiles are

as brilliant as any one choofes to make them j our
refources too may, for me, be as unfathomable

as they are reprefented. Indeed they are juft

whatever the people poflTefs, and will fubmit to

pay. Taxing is an eafy bufinefs. Any projeftor

can contrive new impofitions j any bungler can

add to the old. But is it altogether wife to have

no other bounds to your impofitions, than the pa-

tience of thofc who are to bear thtm ?

All I claim upon the fubjedt of your refources is

this, that they are not likely to be increafed by
waftiiig them.;—I think I ftiall be permitted to af-

fume, that a fyftem of frugality will not /^« your
riches, wliattivcr they may bci—I believe it will

not be holly difputed, that thofc refources which
lie heavy on the fubjed, ought not to be objedls

of preference •, that they ought not to be the

luery firft choice^ to an hone-^ reprefentative of
the people.

This is all. Sir, that I (hall fay upon our cir-

cumftances and our refources. I mean to fay a

little


