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ciples of reafon. They fcem to infinuate, that no

body of men, in any Empire, can cxercife *' an

** unbounded authoriry over others •," an opinion

contrary to faft under every form of Government.

No makim in policy is more univerfally admitted,

than that a fupreme and uncontroulable power

muft exift fomewhcrc in every State. This ukimatc

power, though juftly dreaded and reprobated in the

perfon of one man, is the firft fpring in every

Political Society. The great difference, between

the degrees of freedom in various Governments,

confifts merely in the manner of placing this ne-

. ceffary difcretionary pbwer. In the Britifh Em-
pire it is vefted, where it is motl fafe, in King,

l-iords, and Commons, under the colledbive ap-

pellation of the I^egiflature. The Legiflature is

another name for the Conftitutlon o( the State

;

and, in faft, the State itfelf. The Americans

ftill own themfelves the fubjeJts of the State ; but

if thty rcfufe obedience to the laws of the Legif-

lature, they play upon words, and are no longer

Subjeds, but Rebels. In vain have they affirmed

that they are the Subjeds of the King's preroga-

tive, and not his Subjeds in his legiflative qua-

., Xity } as the King, with regard to his Subjeds in

general, is to be confidered only in his executive

capacity as the great hereditary Magiftrate, who

|:arries into effe(5t the laws of the Legiflature, the
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