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by wliidi the vnited applieatloni of khfahhfui colotvflt tnty he rmftrffved

iiito a happy and ptrnument Recouciliati'on* We arc willing to treat

tm fuch terms as can aione render an accommodation lafting,

and we flatter ourfelves, that otir pacific endeavonrs will be at-

tended with a rtmijval of the iroopt, a repeal of thofe laxvi, of the

cperationt of which ive complain on the one part, and a dijjllution of our

army and commerdal ajfociationi on the other.

Yet conctiide not from this, that we jiropofe h ftirrendir otrr

property into the hatidi of your mhiiflry, or vefl your parliament with a

jpower which may terminate in our deftruSiion.^-~—'T\\e fjreat bul-

warks of our conftitution we have defired to maintain by every

temperate, l^ every peaceable means ; but your minifters, (equal

foes to Britilh and American freedom) have added to their for-

mer oppreflRons, an attempt to reduce ut by the fwcrd to a bafe anct

ahjd£i fubm'fp.cf:. On the fword therefore we are compelled to

rely for proteftion. Should vidilory declare in your favour, yet

men trained to arms from their Infancy, and animated by the Jjrue

ofLibcrty^ will afford neither a cheap or eafy conqucft. Of this

at leaft we are affured, that our struggle will be glorious, our

fucccf^i certain, fmce even in death we fliall find that freedoni

which in life you forbid us to enjoy. - -m'»» .-t-

Let us now afk, /^/wf advantages are to attend our rcduElion ?
the ttak rf a ruined and difolated country ii always inccnjidsrable, its

revenue trifling ; tlis expcnce offubje£iitig and retaining it in fuhjcSiica

crrtoin and itK-w'iabk. Wliat tlien remains but the gratifications

of an ill-judged pride, or the hope of rendering us fubfervient

to defigns ai j'cwr liberty. ..;
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Soldiers \\\\o have fneathed their fwords in the bowel? of their

Jmerican Brethnn, will not draw them wiili more reluctance ^'

ga'nfl you, wlien too late you may liment the lofs of that freedom,

which we exhort you, while Itill in your power, to prefervc.

' On the other hand, fhould you prove mfucccfful ; fliould that

ccnntStion which we mofi ardently wifh to maintain be dijj'olved ; ftioulS

your miinUert exhattftyour triafutes ; tvafle the blood ofyour country-men

in vain attempts on cur Liberty ; do they net deliver you, weak an3
defencclefi, to your natural emmici ?

? "ce then voM*" Liberty muft be the price of your victories, your
ruin of your defeat, What blind fatality can urge you to a pa-
fuit deHruilive of all that Britons hold dear ?
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