
\'anc(»iivt'r Islariil ami Its Missions.

arc not -.o^ooii lorgottcii by Indians, in

general, as white men nna(<|iiaintcd with

thrni woulil imagine.

I havr not notic od .my tracts of rr-

lij;ions prat ti( cs inaugurated \>y Calli-

olicSp.miards. However, it has strm k

me as |irol)al>le that the ),'reat devotion of

tlie Spaniards to the ISlessed Virgin .Mary

and especially that of Catholic sailors,

may have been thesoun eof an invocation

freipuntlv tittered by Indians during bad

weather or in danger at se.i. M;iny a

time 1 have heard them sing out in ipiii k

siKtession: '• Chouchist Nakowm,"
" ( hou t hist Na-

kowm," ••(^)ueen.

let the sea be

i| 111 e t
"

( bis ).

And many a time

I have h e a r d

them speak of a

'•
(| n * e n " un-

known to them,

liut living in or

beyond the seas.

I h a v e also

been inclined to

believe tliat the

practice of keej)-

ing C'hrislmasand

having the Christ-

mas liolidays may

account for the

Indians' yet hav-

ing recourse at

that si)e< iat lime

to their devotion-

al practices. It used to be of the great-

est inii)ort.inie to watch and observt- tlie

solsti( eof the sun about ('hri>tmas time.

The old men of the tribe would rise early

on those days and in bunt hes would retire

to different s]pots. Ilach one had his mark

or signs—there he would sit, all attention,

and soon as the sun rose out of the sea

he would take his bearings and accord-

ing to the (act that the sun rose at or be-

yond such a ( ertain mark he woukl (on-

clude that tiie sun was at its solstice, not

yet at it, or ])erha])s beyond it.

The event caused an amount of gen-

er.il interest, it was the l.dk at neals and

the great topic of conversation with the

Indians of every tribe. .\c<ording to

the old nten the want of attention. or the

iieglet t of watching this ull'ini|>ortant

event, would be followed by all kinds of

misfortunes, not e.\eluding famine. The
.irrival of this period was the signal for

the preaching of the old people [to their

young men to go out and practice their

sujierstitious devotions.

I'eyond these indifferent signs of re-

ligious practices which may have had

their origin at the time ot the settlement

by the S|)aniards

at .N'ootka. I have

never b'-en able

to detect . vthing

but that tiie In-

dians at the time

o^ ,.' arrival here

were addi> ted al-

most beyoiid re-

demption to every

de .( rijiiion of pa-

gan pr.ictices.
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We lelt \i( toria on \\ hit Sunday at S

c. clo< k in the morning on the s( hooner

Siir/^i IS,-, twenty-eigiit tons, belonging to

('apt. W. Spring \ Co.

('apt. I'eter KiaiK is was in connnand.

John Peterson, a Swede, was mate, and

the rest of the crew was a Kyui|uot

Indian called Nomucos, acting as ( ook,

sailor and boatswain, and ('hegchiei)e, a

.Mowiichat savage, assistant sailor. Mr.

John M( Dowell was a passenger, and was

on his way to fix the machinery of the

light-house just then established on Ca[)e

IJeale, Barclay Sound.
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