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existences which do not belong to the earth, and whore there

is therefore no possibility of giving to it the material signifi-

[
cation which is frequently contended for. It is used of

celestial messengers in the Psalms, where we are told that

the Lord "niaketh His angels sf)irits,"* and of infernal ones

'in the case of the lying spirit that went out and deceived

;Ahab to his destruction.!

So unmistakal)]y do these terms point to the separate

:existence of tlie soul, that there seems never to have been
any difference of opinion about their meaning, as far as this

point is concerned, among the ancient Hebrews. The Rab-
bins interpreted the texts in which they oocur in all kinds

of fanciful ways, but never dreamed of sui)posing that they

could be limited in their meaning to the material body or its

functions. The tendency of interpretation was quite in an
opposite direction. So clearly did Rvach, and Nephesh, and
Keshemnh point to an individuality distinct from the mate-
rial body, that the Rabbins occasionally fell into the error

of supposing that each of them had a personality of its own,
and that more than one separate existence remained for the

same individual aft(T denth, some of them asserting that

the destination of the Nnphesh after the dissolution of the

body was JSheol, that the Ruach returned to the air, und
that the Neshemah made its way into heaven. One class

supposed that certain people were supplied with a Nepheah
without a Muach, and that many more were destitute of a

Nebhemah ; and another declared that the Nephenh {^I'vxv)

was the soul of the body, Huach {Uvev/m) the soul of tlie

Nephesh, and Neshemah (Novf) the soul of the Ruach.l Of
course these fanciful theories were the product of a much
later age, but they serve to show that when errors did creep

into the interpretations of the Scriptures their tendency was
directly th^ reverse of that of the modern so-called Ration-

alism. The teaching of the Old Testament is so plain on
this subject, that one wonders how any person who had
carefully perused the record should have come to any other

conclusion than that which 1 have pointed out, viz., that

Psalms civ., 4. +2 Chronicles xviii.

t"Tractatua de Anima, a R. Moacheh, Korduero. In Kabbala Denudata
torn I., pars ii." Vi<U Alger, p. 167.


