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lOO NFKD OF PIRLIC PROVISION

respectinp; American faniilv. The impairment of family
solidarity i> one of tlie umm serious conseijuences to be
apprelieiuied." " And tlicn he sa\s: "There is a pood,
old-fashioned atavistic noiiility of sentiment about this

argument which will greatly please all pood men and
UDiiien except tho^e who have to he supported by their
children, and those who have to support their parents and
also their own families on a w at:e-earner's budget. ... It

further seems to assume that we love our burdens and
that when parents cea^^e beinp burdens the children cease
lovinp them. It assumes that the standing of a super-
annuated parent in a family is in an inverse pronortion
to the amount he is able to contrii)ute to the familv bud-
pet. It is an appe.il to an ideal of a patriarchal familv
which has been dead for a century in every industrial
coimtry, and which rea'' never had any stronp hold
upon American life. Of course, its irapplicability to the
aped sinple man or the aped spinster aunt will be evi-

dent. For it certainly cannot be claimed that the sup-
port of all spinster aunt^ . alsf) a fundamental principle
of American solidarity. Then apain, even married peo-
ple may not have .my children, or may have lost

them. . . ." And he says much more of interest on this
subject, not in praise of a pension system, but to prove
that these particular arpuments apainst pensions are not
valid and to urpe the need of some sort of social pro-
vision.

Another question is broupht up in these articles—the
difference between pensions piven to civil employees and
war veterans and to workinpmen in peneral. In his
article, " State Pensions and Annuities in Old Ape," in
the American Statistical Association Publications for
March, iqoo, Frederick L. Hoffman s.iys on pp. 368
and 360: " The arpument is adv.inced that such pensions
are really not fundamentally different from the pensions
paid to soldiers and sailors for service rendered the nation
in times of pc.icc or war. or to civil service employees of
all kinds, who are retired on attaininp a piven ape; for
it is said, if the state considers it just to pension our
fiphters. why should sli? not also pen-ion workers? . .

The case is very different with men who have followed
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