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from llir words ^f two or three others who have attempted to

de-i^ribe it. "Sabotage as it prevails to-day," says one, "means
interfering with tht machinery' of production without going
on strike, it means u> trike but stay on the pay roll. It means
that nstead of leaving the machiiie the workers will stay at

the machine and turn out poor work, s' )w down their work
and in e\ ry other way that may be prac: cable interfere with
the profits of the boss, and interfere to such an extent that

the bos-^ will have 'o come around and ask 'What is wrong;
what can I do to .-..itisfy you people?'" Another definition

runs somewbal the same. "Any conscious and .villful act on
the part of one or more worker.- intended to slacken and .educe

the output of pr. iction in the industrial field, or to restrict

trade and reduce ttie profits in the commercial field, in order

to secure from their employers better conditions or to enforce

those '"omi-^ed or maintain those already prevailing, when
no other w.. of redress i'^ open; any skillful operation on the

machinery of production intended not to destroy it or perma-
nently render it defective but only to temporarily disable it

and to put it out of runninj; condition in order to make impossi-

ble the work of scabs and thus to secure the complete and real

stoppage of work during a strike."

As a final description a somewhat longer extract may be used.

It but suggests some of the m;ny ways that ingenuity and
cunning will devise when the situation seems to the workers

desperate enough to warrant it.

"Strikes may gain certain advantages for the workers, but
sabotage well conducted is sure to bring about the employer's

discomfiture, .\ccording to direct actionists, sabotage should

be as far as possible beneficial to thr ultimate consumer who,
in th majority of cases, is a workingman. Workers in the

wine and jiacking industries who refuse to 'wet' wines or who
throw away harmful chemicals destined to preser\'e ephemeral
liquids or embalm doubtful meat, cooks who waste so much
margarine that this substitute for butter becomes as expensive

as the o.iginal article, store clerks who refuse to sell a worthless

'just as good article,' insist on giving full weight, substitute

truthful labels for those used on 'sale days,' painters who apply

the specified coating of paint, etc., are engaged in beneficial

sabotage.


