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THE BREADSTUFF TRADE.

Mr. Henderson, of the firn of Heuder-
son & Greenwood, grain snd flour mer-
oimhts TLondou, England, has receutly
visited this province for the purpose of
looking iuto the breadstuff trade here,
and to sec what may be done by his firm
in the way of handling Manitoba wheat
and flour. From what could be learned
from a conversation with Mr. Headerson:
on the subject, it would appear that the
British flour trade is.at present in any-
thing -but a flourishing condition, and
that the prospects for an immediate com-
mencement of an export flour busiuess
from Manitoba to Great Dritain are not
at all:hopeful. In the present demoraliz-
ed state of the British ‘markets, there
would seem to be out little opportunity
for Mamtoba. mlllers to develop alucra-
tive trade in that direction.

In Great Britain the main-demand is
for low grades’of flour, and’it is said thut
the Minncapolis millers are supplying.
this.demand at.prices. which. will hardly
pay for the cost of production. British.
markets are said to be flooded with cheap
American low grade flour, and.the com-
petition from this souvce is proving terri-
bly destructive to "British millers, who
claim that they are unable to compete
‘with profit-to. themsel\ es; whilst the Min- i
neapolis mapufacturers continue to crowd
the markets with stuff which they ave
offering at less than the .cost of produc-”
tion. The Minneapolis men rely on' theie
domestic trade for their profit, the de-
mand for their high grade flours always
being good from the New England and
Eastern States. Thus they are enabled
to crush out competition by using Great
Bntam as a slaughter market for their
low grades. “To compete with Minneapo-
lis,. Mamtoba millers would -have to sell
also at a loss, which in the:present condi-

tion of the milling industry here they ave.
not in a position to -de. -Otur millers
‘would also be at 4 disadvantage:in regard
to freight rates, as .compared with Min-
neapolis.

At home Manitoba millers are having a-
'spmted -contest with aneapohs manu-
facturers for our -domestic markcfs
Py 1ded by favomble frenght rates; Min--
neapolis hxgh gmde flours continua to sell :

in Montrea! and Bastern Cauadian ports,.
in. competmon with the Mumt,oba pro-
“duzt. Of couzse,-the quantity of Amgri-
can ﬂour “now consumed in Enstorn Can-
ada is not large, and this seu.sm\ with the
excellent quality ‘of wheat: frrown in Muni-
toba the Minneapolis mxllers have hud a
struggle to maintain their hold upon such
Canadian markets as they have been in
the habit of doing busitiess with. During
the past few weeks: this striggle for sup-
remacy has become keen, and has -been
niade apparent by the reported anuounce-
went from the Minneapolis men that they:
-would hold out, even if they were com-

-pelled to slaughter their flour at less than
.cost.  From their attitude in ¢connection

with their competition ith the British
millers, it is not unlikely that they would
adopt this course, though as to the final
outcome: - there is no'reason to doubt hut
that ‘the homé millers must cventually
come out ahead. What advantage it
would be to the Minneapolis men to
slo.u"hter their lngh grades, it iz hard*e
see, when .they ‘have a good market at
homo for such qualities. In British
Coltmbia Manitoba miliers are also liav-

ing a -contest with the Oregon manufact-
-urers for the markets of that:province,

but in-this direction -the resuli- will be.
eoaily .decided. in favor of Manitoba, as
the flour made-from our No. 1 hard re-
quires only to be introduced to assert.its
superiority over the product of: the. soft
wheat of the Pacific coast. "Whilst,
therefore, tho Manitoba milling industry,
yet in its infancy, is engaged in driving
out the foreign product. from our domestic

markets, it is not likely that an attempt

will’be made to export to Great. Britain,
in the present demoralized condntxon of
the flourmarkets there.

In connection.with the exportation-of’
wheat to Great Britain, the fong haul

and high freight rates must also operate:

greatly against such & trade. Mr. Hen-
derson also mhmated that in Britain
there was a'well-founded scepticism ix re-

-gard to receiving ‘the grain the:same-as

graded here, The bleef sseemed 10 be

general that Mamtoba wheat. shlpped.

from the Atlantxc ports,. becomes materi-
ally reduc(,d in quality, being mixed with-
other grains, and that: this.mixing_is not
always purely- accidéntal..

becomés. \mxedJn much the, same way as-

the. -mlk sold in London by the Middle- |,
sex’ dalrymen, who- on- theu' road to:town.|
-aleng.-the “bank of thc Thames, stop-at.

Iudeod Mr.|
“Henderson. expressed his: Leliefthat: Sty

sundry convenient places along the route
for the purpose ‘of inspecting the-viver,
such mspectlons usut\lly lesuitmg in in-
creasing the quantity, but.not the quality
of their wmilk, Tho finding of a live
minnow occasionally in the milk, is said

to more fully account for- tho- populanty

of the river road among the lmlklnem

Mr. Henderson was quite enthusisstic
in regard to the Hudson’s Bay route. He
thought that, even with navigation limit-
ed to five months in the year, it woul{labe
sufliciont .to give British millers and
grain dealers a ‘strong hold upon our
wheat aud flour markets. By the open-
ing of tlus route the longth of haul by
rail would be cut down over one-half,
Besides, wheat shipped-direct from here
Ly such a 161te could not becomo delerio-
rated by a mixture in transit with castern
qualities. British millers would thereby
Yo enabled to obtain an ample- supply -of
our high grades of hard wheat by a short
and-direct-route. This wheat could be
mixed with their chéap Indian and other.
soft wheats, and enable them to compete
to better advantage- with the Minneapolis
millors, by turning out a better article of
flour than they can row do with the
material they are compellod toz. work |
with. )

The -opening -of the Hudson’s Bay
route would undoubtedly have the effect
of bringing British millers and- grain
dealers .directly into our:markets. For

instance, could we ship wheat from

Winnipeg to- Liverpool via Hudson’ s~Bay
at Ts per quarter, or. 21c.per-bushel. this
raté of {reight, :deducted. from 33c per
quarter, the Io\pestg\puce No.. 1. hard has-
ever reached in. London, wonld leave.
say 7bc..per bushel for the wheat at
Winnipeg. This would enable s to sup-
ply British millers ‘with choice wheat at.
hard-pan prices, and still give our fafm-
ers a.much better price for- their grain
than they are now-getting. In theabove-
caleulation the allowaur'e for fréight is
placed at a liberal figure, whilst the price-
of wheat .is calculated at the lowest
record for' ac quarter: of a century.
The -depression -in- breadstuffs -may
soon pass:away, and  when. :that, takes
place,. the present .Jow Tauge- of. values.
may not again he renched w;thm"

-the leetlme of the: existing .genera:
tion.
wheat may, >tharefore, ‘be ‘the--standatd
_of*valae:at Winnipeg: before many‘) ears.
‘have . passed: .

.Cue- dollar ‘per:  bushel for

The: openmw of»thexHudson s Bny route'




