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1. BOOKS—THEIR INFLUENCES AND PLEASURES.*

The family library is one of the peculiarities of our ‘‘ modern
civilization.” A high sounding assertion is this, no doubt ; but do
not sneer at it ; for it is as full of significence as it is of sound. We
boast of a great deal of this thing, or congeries of things, called
1;nodern civilization,” and doubtless we do so, very justly. We
point to the compass, the quadrant, the steam engine, and even the
cottongin—to the habeas corpus, the jury and the representative
assembly. Grand facts, indeed ; but what are the compass, the
quadrant, or the steam engine compared with the art of printing—
the art preservative and diffusive of all arts ? or what the habeas
corpus, the trial by jury, or the popular representation, compared
with the great intellectual provision of modern times, the printed
book, which has conre forth in these pages, as light did amidst_the
chaos of creation, flashing intelligence down through the dark abyss
of the world’s mind, and spreading truth, civilization and joy over
its vast fields of ignorance and delusion—multiplying illimitably all
the great truths and noble thoughts ; thus bringing to the hearth of
the lowest cottager, the converse of the loftiest minds.

Had man discovered the art of printing earlier, he would have
had the steam engine and the telegraph, sooner. Man’s mind has
the faculties necessary to discover truth, if light be reflected from
it, but the eye can not see without light. The art of printing went
forth like the fiat of God, which said, *‘Let there be light, and
there was light.”

A few hundred years ago, a book was an estate. Sages and
noblemen preserved it in their families, or committed to public in-
stitutions by solemn mention in their last testaments. The price
of a Bible required much of the labor of a peasant’s life. Now, that
greatest of all books, intellectually, as well as morally, is the cheap-
est and most common of all ; it can be obtained for a few pennies,
or even ‘‘ without money and without price.” Then, the more
sterling productions of the mind, were to be found only in the
public libraries ig;ferchance occasionally in the closet of the noble-
man, or patron man of study. Now, the productions of Moses
and Paul, Homer and Virgil, Plato and Cicero, Milton and Shakes-
peare, Bacon and Locke, can be procured through a few weeks of
economy, by the most humble and lowlyin life, and on unplaned
shelves of many a western log-cabin, may be found more intellectual
treasures, than enriched most of the palaces of royalty, before the
invention of printing, Then the ahility to read was a rare skill, and
confined principally to the priests and philosophers ; and princes,
frequently could not write their own names. Now, the masses of
our population can read and write, and there is more real truth
taught to the frolicsome urchins of our ¢‘ district schools,” than was
kuown by the great Stagirite or the founder of the first Academy.
The idea of an intellectual life was unknown, except by the seques-
tered few of the schools, and with them it was mostly dreary dream-
ing. Now, the taste for books is almost as common as the natural
appetite ; the richest fruits of knowledge drop about us, as in an
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orchard in autumn ; and the book market is as permanent as the
market for corn or clothing. Printing—the printed book is the
symbol and chief cause of this marvellous improvement.

How many influences—what dear delights from books ! And yet,
wonderful as has been their agency in our civilization, we have
scarcely begun to apply it properly or appreciate its importance.
In our institutions expressly for study, we may do 80 ;. and the
literary and occasionally the professional man, may give it a daily
and definite regard, but almost every where else, and even in the
professional life, to a great extent, the mental life is but occasional
and flickering, an episode, now and then, from the dull routine of
physical existence and pecuniary pursuits, . .
Will not the time come, when, by the multiplicity of mechanical
agencies, man will be so far relieved from physical labor, _and have
such abundant facilities for subsistence that a large portion of his
time can be spared to his moral, intellectual and social life ? That
day, if it come at all, may be far distant, but there can be no ques-
tion that even now, with all the eager bustle of our lives we can
give a little attention to our mental wants and pleasures, and this
not only in the favored spheres of wealth and education, but in the
cottage, the log-cabin and the habitations of the toiling mechanic.
The domestic library, thouih it be on a small scale, may be there,
and the leisure interval, the winter evening or the Sabbath rest,
may be refreshed from it. : o
We may gather around the cheerful hearth, and invite Bunyan
to sit down in the circle, and entertain the tranquil hour, with his
vision of wondrous beauty ; or the blind bard of *‘Paradise Lost ”
to unvail Eden and Heaven ; or the poet of Avon, to laugh, weep
or shiver as he describes the motly character of man. . .
The great minds, whose thoughts have quickened nations, will
obey our invitation, and share with us there, without embarrassing
our diffidence, their most sublime thoughts.

Travellers will sit down with us and make the marvels of all lands
before us. Historians will unroll to us the records of time, and
the sublime scenes of the past ; the conflicts of armies and navies ;
the pageants of courts, the developments of society will unfold like
the scenery of a magnificent panorama, around our humble hearths.
Biographers will tell us of the good and brave, who have struggled
and suffered for the right, till our hearts gather strength from their
deeds, or our eyes overflow at their wrongs. .
Prophets and apostles will tell us of Heaven and the way thither ;
even He that * spake as man never spake,” will enter the circle and
utter his beatitudes and divine lessons. . .
This is not idle speculation. Many an elevated mind finds its
chief earthly consolation in this converse of great intellects—many
& destitute garret has thus been made, to suffering genius, a
sanctuary of intellectual communion, where Shakespeare unvailed
the world, Newton the spheres, Milton the.Heavens, and ‘P:au} has
discoursed of *‘immortality and eternal life ;” many a_victim of
incurable disease has relieved his languishing days with the dear
friendship of books, and walked down into the valley and shadow of
death, surrounded and strengthened by the 'comp?,monsh,\;:’ of the
great and good, who ¢‘though dead, yet live in their works,
My first sentence spoke of the family library. Assuredly, the
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agency of good books in the domestic circle, as a source of pleasure

and profit, is no unworthy theme for the best pen.



