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ON LAKE ONTARIO.

PORT ONTARIO.

10

Twonty miles N. E. bv E. of Oswog.., .md N. of Mexico Bay, ia Port Ontario on
Salmon Creek, a place of no considerable imuortance, yet possessed of a good harbour,
which ia entered between piera running W. K. W. a considerable distance into tlie

Lake.

LIGHT.

The Lighthouse is on the N. pier end, is 52 feet high, having a fixed bright light.

The land both north and south of it is very low, and cannot be seen at any great
distance ; there is, however, good depth of water in every direction.

I have not been into this port, and have been unable to obtain reliable information
as to the soundings inside the harbour.
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OSWEGO HARBOUR.

This excellent Port is in a great measure '•eclaimed from the Lake by skilful

engineering, and at an enormous expense. It is situated at the mouth of the Oswego
lliver, and protected from the heavy seas caused by westerly and north-west gales by
walls of solid masonry.

Capiicioiis ns lire the basins, slips, and other parts of the liarbour, they are oven now
barely suflicioiit for the accommodation of the ntimcsrous steamers, propellers, and
schooners, which bring their valuable cargoes from all parts of tlie Upper Lakes to this

busy and proi^perous city.

The enterprising merchants and citissens of Oswego, aware of the insuflSeient

accommodation aifonlcd to the shipping visiting their port, arc now engaged in devising

plans for the enlargement and improvement of this important harbour : amongst those

may l)c mentioned

—

Ipt. The construction of a pier from a point IJ miles west, to a point north of the

lighthouse, 800 or 1,000 feet in the Lake.

2iid. A similar liar1)0ur east of tlie river and nortli of the Fort.

ord. Thr ('(instrnction of a lock to admit vcs-sels into the pond above the dam, 500
feet wid.^, iiml one mile long.

Tlu; rivor OsAvego lias its source very near the head of the Mohawk ; it passes

llirough Lake Oneida, and in its course to Lake Ontario receives the Seneca River,

besides the waters I'i' several less streams and numy small lake.'*. The waters from

these in the spring ant' fall of the year so greatly swell and increase its current, that

sailing vessels are uuaLle to stem it, except when favoured by a strong northerly breeze.

To obviate llii dilhculty, uuiucrous small but powerful tug boats are constantly

plying about the luoutli of tbo liavliour, and Aviien a large and heavily laden schooner

como3 within a mile ov so ol' tin port, tli y runout, seize upon their helpless prey, and

conduct it alongside the wharf or war. louso to which it may be consigned, with us

much ease and precision as a carrhi^^'' m be driven up to a street door.


