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present I Anything, it is said, that may serve, therefore, to

hold back the diffusion of a thin rural population from running

too far and too long over a great surface of soil, can scarcely

prove otherwise than salutary ; and in the present circum-

stances of the country the encouragement of manufactures by
legislative measures will be a wholesome counterbalance, if

not a check, to the extension of agriculture, which, according

to the present terms upon which public lands are sold by the

State Governments, and the natural tendency of a rapidly-

increasing population to go on developing and engaging itself

in the settlement and cultivation of vast and fertile tracts of

land, that may be had at a very moderate rate, would other-

wise get out of keeping with a wholesome statistical condition.

To counteract and counterbalance this tendency, manufac-

turing industry, it is submitted, should be encouraged by such

prohibitory duties as may be effectual to ensure success to

the home manufacturer, even at the necessary sacrifice of

cheapness to the individual purchaser. Though the establish-

ment of manufactures, under the immediate protection of the

laws, would at first raise the cost of the articles, and for a

succession of years keep it up far beyond the price at which

they are and might be imported, yet the forecast of the

Government, looking rather to the future than to adapt its

calculations to the existing hour, should not hesitate to

embrace the protecting policy and found schemes of solid

and durable advantage, even at the peril of temporary

privation."

Sir Howard does not suppose that American states-

men reckon on creating a home demand for all the

produce of the country. On the contrary, he considers

they are looking for other markets, which can only be

found by giving the inland States access to the sea,

and hence the claim to the navigation of the St.

Lawrence :

—

** The Government appears to be fully sensible that these

measures cannot be applied to absorb the vast quantities of


