
366 COMMERCE BETWEEN

When the merchants return in Ipring with the Chinefe goods, which are

of greater bulk and weight than the RuITian commodities, they proceed by

water ; defcend the Areams of mod of the rivers, namely, the Selenga, An-

gara, Tungulka, Kct, and Oby, to its junftion with the Irtifli; they afcend

that river to Tobolfk, and travel by land to Mofcow and Peterfburgh.

Before the pafTage from Okotfk to Bolcherefk was difcovered in 1716,

the only communication between Kamtchatka and Siberia was by land ; and

the road lay by Anadirfk to Yakutfk. The furs * of Kamtchatka and of the

Eullcrn Ides are now conveyed from that peninfula by water to Okotfk ;

from thence to Yakutfk on horfc-back, or by rein-deer. The roads are fo

rugged and marfliy that the journey lads at lead fix weeks.

Yakutfk is fituated on the Lena, and is the principal town, where the

choiced furs are brought in their way to Kiakta, as well from Kamtchatka as

from the northern parts of Siberia, which lie on the rivers Lena, Yana, and

Indigirka. At Yakutfk the goods are embarked on the Lena, towed up the

dream as far as Verkoleiifk, or KatOicg ; from thence tranfportcd over a fliort

traft of land to the rivulet Buguldeika, down that dream to the lake Baikal,

acrofs the lake to the mouih of the Selenga, and up that river to the neigh-

bourhood of Kidkta.

• llio furs, which !iri gonfitilly landed on the eastern foa^t of Kamlcliutka, arc either hent

ly srti to lioklitret!-k, ir ;raiis|iorli\l acriss tlie pcniiisula in sIedL;e> diauii liv dui;-^. 'I'lie

latter convcyanee i-; only iii-ed la winter ; .'.ml is the ei r.iiivn much' nt'iraNelhnu in llnit fuuntrv.

Insuniinir there is no ton\esanei«. as tiie ijeiiiiisuhi eoiiluin.- neither oxen, hnrn^, or rein-di'er.
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