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^t the head of the Court, did not then contradift

Mr. Attorney, and feize that opportunity of lay-

ing down authoritatively the law upon tlie chap-

ter of Libels; but, I prefume, that, out of rcfpe<ft

to the Crown, he was not willing, at that time,

to put down its principal law-officer, in his own
court, in the face of the King's Bench 5 or, per-

haps, th' re were c>ii.cr and better reafons which
reftrai'ied l)is Lordfhip, or rendered it at that

inftant not fo convenient or proper.

By the bye, it is a great happinefs for the

Police of this realm, and for the reformation of

manners, that this fame popular man's lot lias

carried him to prefide over Common Pleas only.

Juries are not quite fo likely to err in mere dif-

putes of mei{?7i and tiiwij. But, how would
Crown-Profecutions have been manaij-ed in fuch

hands ! Nothing, for certain, can tend {o effec-

tually to the prefervation of good order, dome-
ftic peace and true loyalty, as the prevention ofall

inviduous writing toucliingadminiriration^by pro-

per convi<flion and puni(hmcnt of the Authors as

libellers, that is, under the guife of law ; and

this can never be effectually done, if men of or-

dinary life and downright underllandings, are to

pafs their own judgment of the matter, and that

judgment is to be deemed the law of the land.

For, I don't know how it happens, but the fl\6t

undoubtedly is, the generality of people in this

country are much difpofed both to laugh, and

to rail at Adminiftration, and not only to for-

give, but to encourage and relidi every ridicule,

lampoon, or fatire, publiflied concerning them,

infomuch, that news-papers principally fubiifl:

by the ingredient of abufe, and are read in

(svery county of England with eagernefs, and

to


