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fhe cro#n to beftow. To have refufed, would h^vc

been infult. Next day an annuity of 3000I. was
fettled on h^m, and a title was conferred on his lady

&nd hef iflue. Never was a penfion fp well bcftowed^

nor nobility fo truely merited. It is a Ihame any
vindication fhould be neceffary fpr the acceptance

of the reward. He did not take it as penfions arc

pommonly taken, as a bond for the receiver's fu-

ture conduft. He is by it under no obligation j it

is no tie upon him. It was given as a reix>mpence

for his gteat fervices, What man of fenfe or grati-

tude would not have blufhed for his country, if

fuch a minifter had i*etifed unrewarded ? The fum
Was inadequate to his merit •, but the quantum
*was regulated by his moderation. When this wa^
fettled, his enemies, the enemies of their country,

with their numerous adherents and defperate uiTaf-

iins, eoUedled and poured forth all their fcurrilityand

^bufe, in which they infamoully traduced his reward

Jl>to a bargain for defcrting his country *, in order to

poifon

were, as

"* In Order to clear Jiis charafter from this imputation he fent

die follbwihg letter tp his friend in the city ofLondon.
«* Dear Sir,

'< Finding to tfiy great fqrprife, that the caufe and manner of
•* my refignmg the Seals, is grofly mifreprefented in the city,

*' as well as that the mod gracious and fpontaneous marks of
** his MajefW's approbation of m^ fervices, which marks foilow-
** cd my resignation, have been infamoully traduced as a bar-

f* gain for mv forfaking the public, I am under a neceifity of
** declaring tne truth of both theiie fa£ts, in a manner which I
** am ftirc no gentleman will contradict. A difference of opini-

on with regard to measures to be taken againft Spain, of the

higheil importance to the honour of the crown, and to the

moil eiTential national interefts, (and this founded on what
Sp in had already done, not on what that Court may farther

" intenr*. to do) was the caufe of my refigning the Seals. Lord
" T«mple, and I fobmitced in writing, and iigned by us, our
f* ihoft humble fentiments to his Majefty, which being over
f* ruled by the united opinion of all the reft of the King's Ser-

i* vants> I refigned the feals on Monday the 5 th of this month,
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