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CHARLES low found, and, by it, judged to have fome evil and extraordinary

1627. defign ; which, to draw from him, he was- threatened with the

queftion ; for fear of which he hath confefTed, and maintained be-

fore thofe gentlemen that came from the citadel, at my Lord Duke's

requeft» that he was fet on by Monfieur Toiras, to kill his Excel-

lency, who promifed him large rewards in cafe of performance,

which he pcrfuaded him to be feafable. Our trenches go on lei-

furcly, but furely; a.id by Sunday night we hope to bring them to

the water fide, unlefs vi'e be hindered by the enemy, wImj hitherto

hath been reafonably quiet : all the hurt and difcommodicy that

we have received (which, God be thanked, hath beea very little)

from them^ hath been from their ordnance, with which they maket

wonderous good fliots, and, for ought I can fee, better than witlv

their mulkets, although there be no greater inequality of diftance ia.

that refpeâ: between them and us, than the breadth of our counter-

fcarps. Our trenches begin to ran now fomething near them, at

mod not above half a mufket-fhot, and our men and theirs play,

continually upon one another from their works, with their fmall-

ihoi. Amongft our redoubts, we have one of reafonable good

ûrength, wherein we intend to plant ordnance, and the platforms

are now ready for it. It will be of great ufe to us to defend and

flank our trenches, and will greatly incommodate the enemy in his

out-works, but will chiefly annoy him in that little fpace of paiTage

that remains open, which he fometimes vifits by going to and fro^

as the fox (in the game of fox and geefe *) ufeth to do, when he is

near his penning up. This is the ftate of both fides ; another party

there is which remains in the ftate of indifFerency, and that is the

inhabitants of the ifland, which hitherto have enjoyed, generally,

as much liberty and freedom, as they have ever had in the greatefl:

peace, faving of late, that having found the papifts fomething too

bufy on giving advices, and furnifhing provifions to the enemy, and

I pray your Lordlhip ftrain the comparifon n» farther.
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