
level country. The natives now made their

appearance in considerable numbers, and

evinced the most insatiable curiosit\- respecting

the white men ; sitting in groups for hours

together, exposed to the bleakest winds, merelj-

for the pleasure of gazing upon the strangers,

and watching every movement. These are of

that branch of the great Snake tribe ended

Shoshokoes, or Root Diggers, from their sub-

sisting, in a great measure, on the roots of

the earth ; though they likewise take fish in

great quantities, and hunt, in a small way.

They are, in general, very poor ; destitute of

most of the comforts of life, and extremelj'

indolent : but a mild, inoffensive race. They
differ, in many respects, from the other branch

of the ySnake tribe, the Shoshonies, who possess

horses, are more roving and adventurous, and

hunt the buffalo.

On the following day, t\s Captain Bonneville

approached the mouth of Powder River, he
discovered at least a hundred families of these

Diggers, as they are familiarh' called, assembled

in one place. The women and cliildren kept

at a distance, perched among the rocks and

cliffs, their eager curiosity being somewhat
dashed with fear. From their elevated posts,

they scrutinized the strangers with the most

intense earneslness ; regarding them with al-
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