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Travels in North America

:

Undertaken

By Order of the King of France.

LETTER SEVENTEENTH.

Defcrtption oj Lake Erie. Voyage to Detroit (the

Strait) : A Projedi of a Settlement in this Place:

HoiAj ii failed, The Commandant ofthe Fort de Pont-
CHARTRAIN W^/ a CouttcH, and on what Occajion.

The Games of the Savages,

n)>'r yr f r^ ;ri, e^.v'^'P/>/^A^/.-^?:.e.^/ •
fj^i

Madam, Fort de Pontcbartrain at Detroit, June 8.

I
Departed the 27th from the Entrance of the Lake
Erie, after I had clofed my laft Letter, and though it

Was very late, I went three Leagues that Day by the Fa-
vour of a good Wind, and of the fined Weather in the

World : The Route is to keep to the North Coaft, and it is

a hundred Leagues. From Niagara, taking to the South,

it is much more pleafant, but longer by half. Lake Erie

is a hundred Leagues long from Eaft to Weft: Its

Breadth from North to South is thirty, or thereabouts.

The Name it bears is that of a Nation of the Huron Lan-
guage fettled on its Border, and which the Iroquois have
entirely deftroyed. Erie means Cat^ and the Eries »re
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