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It is cni> to conceive circumiKinres, \vhich miglit in.'liiV a ftatc in hazarding an

army, for the fake of facilitatinf; great and dccifive objccLs. Cjcntleinen, converlant

in military hiftory, will recoiled many examples of this principle: upon a former

occafion, I ftatcd a Aippofed cafei"' and I now entreat have to add a real example of

peremptory orders, which happened in the coiirle of my own icrvice. I have ever re-

tained the impreflion, that the circiimftance I am going to relate, made upon my mind

at the time-, and to thofe few who may (till think, that in any part of my conducl, I

raflily rifked my peace, my interrft or my fame, to forwarti the wilhes of others, this

prepofieflion may in fomc meafure account for, and excule my imprudence.

In the campaign of 176:, in Portugal, the Count La Lippe, a name, which, if it

finds a due hiftorian, will Hand among the firfl in military fame, was placed at the

head of about 6000 Britifli troops, and a Portuguefe army, the greater part of which

was little better than nominal, to defend an cxtenfive frontier againfl: the »vho]e force

ot Spain, and a large body of the veteran trooj)s of France, 'l"he fa'vation of Por-

tugal depended folely on the capacity of that great man, which united the deejeft

political reafoning with exquifite military addrefs.

I had the honour to be entruftcd with the defence of the mod important pafs

upon the Tagus, and my orders were peremptory to maintain it againfl any numbers,

and to the lall man.

A feledl corps of tiie enemy, greatly fuperior to mine, were encamped within figliL

on the other fide the river, and our advanced polls were within half mufquet fhot.

In this fituation, I received intelligence from Count L,a Lippe, of a defign of the

enemy to pafs the Tagus in force, about fix miles above mc, and to take poflelTion of

the open country in my rear, wieh a large corps of cavalry, by which means all com-

munication, fupply, or fafe retreat, would be cut ofi".

Together with this intelligence, the Count's letter cxprcficd, " That every delay

" to the enemy in getting poirelfion of the pafs I guarded, was fo material to his

" other plans and operations, that it jufliified u deviation fromfyflematic rules; that,

" therefore, after taking timely precautions to fecure the retreat of my cavalry, I

" mull abide the confequence witii the inHtntry, that at the lafl: extremity, I mufl

" abandon my cannon, camp, ficc. and with fuch provifion as the men Qould carry

" The cafe niluded to was put in a former debate, as follows; fuppofe the Britilli army that invaded

Britany in i7i;8, h.id j^air d r coniplttc victory over the Duke D'Aimiillon ; to have marched rapidly

towards Pais, ahandoDin^^ tlie communicatian with the lieet, cxp fing the arn.y pollibly to great want of
provifion a.'id to the impr;u'"tir.ibility of retreat, woi'lJ certainly have been a meafure confummately def-

ptrate and unjuftlfi.ible, ir tried upon military fyftem : yet, will any man fay, that if that meafure mult
evidently have produced fiuh alarm and coiifulion in the heart ot Fnmce, as to have compelled the recall

of her whole force from Germany, or fuch part of ir, as would have given uncontrouied fcope to the

armies under the King of I'rufiia and Prince l"erdii;:-.nd, that the ininiller of England would not have been
judicious, though at the palpable rifk of the army, ;,s tar as laptuie was concerned, in ordering the jje-

ntral to proceed by the moft vigcrous extrtiom^ and to forte liis way to I'.uis ^
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