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MR. LSURIER'S STATEMENT IN ONTSRIO

Hi
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Sinro the prerodintr inij^f^s wnre written,

the llonhle. Mr. Laurier hits visited Ont-
ario, aiul ha.s addroMstul :i ntiinber of

mootin^j'.s. Jn iinswei- to tho challenge to

name a sinjilo Hail-breed ^\ilo had ever
h(>pii deprived of an acre of land, upon
AA iiich lie had settled, or to wliieii he had
a claim by virtue ot^ settlement, he has
eited two case.s, the ticst beinji a dispute
between Father Andt»^ and a Mr. Kelly,

and the sin'orid, the (.as''. of a Mr. Salter,

who made an entry for a i|iiarter section

of 'aid in tlie parish of St. i-ouis de Lan-
gevin. In sn|)jH'rt of tho first, lie said

there was a lett(^r of 1 athei Andre's.eoin-

plainiuji thiit oiu^ Kelly had jumped his

claim and had put up a frame l>n.ildin<r

upon it. It happ(MiH that Mi-. Kelly is at

this moment residiriir in (>ntario, an<l

seointr the statement of Mr. Laurier, he
addressed a letter to the London Free
/';•'.'>•.«, as to the correctness of the .state-

ments in which he lias niatle allidavit,

giving? tlie following particulars of the
dispute:

—

" Mr. Lmm'u'V. i( sci'ins, f:in find niily iiiic i lit

I'iiMfi' t" .iii-iil'\ tlic rt'l>'lli(in, liiit tli;it nnc it iiIho

liPIM-nr.-i i- 'Ufli :i vi r.\ li;nl case tliiit ' in iKipulu
tiiiii ill iln" wi'i'lil wiiiilci li;iv(i sfim 1 it." X(»\v, Mr.
Eililiir. I liiiii|)«ii 111 111' I 111' '

.). Kt'llv ' yliii is nn'ii-

titiiifii. 1111(1 1 pi'diMi.^i'. wii li ydiir |m rini^sinii, to lot

the cMimlrv sec |mi\v iillcrix Mr. Liiiiiicr Cnil." In
jn^tily iih- n'lii'lliiiii by (iiiniiiij.' iiiv i-msc ii.'< :i i'Mcp

of Kiii'vinii'i'. In l'^^"!' I wiMit li'niii Siirniii U> jlui'k

TjmKi'. N.W.T.. where \\\y lirntluT. Henry Ke'.Iy,

Inul lioi'i! si'tlcil I'lir -nine \ i'iir». J-'iillier .\i)ilri'.iir

Ihi.'li Luke Missi.iii, lieM '.''III jieres (if limd, mi
wliieli tlie niis.-iiiii \v:i^ luiili. .Xlniiirsiije flie i-iis-

si'Mi l.'iiiij Liy .'"ii;(l Mere-: whieii Iim'I I'nr (wii yeiirs

lieen lielij dy ii Fieiieh I '.'iiiiiili.'ili ii lined Tliiliiillll,

II nilmluT III' Killier AiehY'".'* tlnrk, ivlin I'liiin I'd

Ifit) ilere>i lis iiemevteiid ;ilid I'ill iKTCS iis prc-Ollip-
I ion. F.illier Aiidii'' iiImi Itnd idniin In the pre-eiiip-

tion land, on l!ie (ir.e.iid thiit it lulunited to tho
iiiissinn iir' |iert\, th rii (lie •iirve\- clid not fh <w
it no. 'rliiliii'ill. wrinli niit iiiliiiit Kiither ,\ii(h'^'»*

eliiiin. and l""l<e up luiir aere'-iif the hind to le <{(>

his pre eiiii'hnh I it ie u'doil, 1 \v;e liiiikiMK lor .1.

and in March, 1881. 'rhiuaull eame to mo and .•<;iin

that US' ho AV.1.H n ineiubor ot Father Andri^'M con-

^reg.itimi, lie did imt vvi-^h any Irmilile with the
prie.^t, and ulVered In .-ell iiie lii,-' elaii.' to till pre-
eiiiptiiin hit tor a-di)il;M' an aere tor the iinprovo-
iiieiiis. I paid him the iiH'!ie\ , and went Id wml-:
10 make iniproveiiieiiis and hired a >(i!k nl' ealile
and Ir'S.-i'i phiiiKhiiiii', and iml ill) the fratiic ot ii

house. Father Andre c.'inir .mil tlirealened that
"

I iims! leave the land or he wuuld fix me.'" Jlut
I cDiild nut .-ee that hi.-' title was ,is •^ux] as 'I'll i-

baiilt's, and I retu-ed tii k"- (""atlicr Vndr^ went
to the a^renl at I'mice .\lberf, then In l.ieiiteiiiinl-

(Jus eriKii" L;iird at linttlelord : hut hntli told him
he ha. I no ease. 'J'heii he pif up a pei i! ion anions
hiS parishinners tn the dep:w!nienl ill (tltawa, liiil

his claim w.is was iin-, allonc!! I here either. In
the meantime, I went on with my improvcmeiiis
until ilie lievrinniiifr of May, when Mr. Ow^ n E.
lliiiiiies, niiinnser of Sti.liart, Kilcn .V (n.'s hiisj-

nes.-i ai |)ui k Lake, c.inii) ni me and said ho h.id
ail otl'ur for me finm Fa.tliei Andre of 81'-''' tor my
elaitii. I refused In take it. Mi-. |{iii.hes talked
the, matter over with my I'mther, who advised nic
to accepi . as il mijihl not be i-lea.-ifint forme t"
eoiitiiiuc II i|iiarrei with Father Ainlri^ and there
was plenty of land lis Kood to hi; pnl close by 'vhicli
in>bni|y claimed. I Inid M--, IIiirJh's 1 would sell.

A d.iy was appointed, and Failier Andre came to

the ollicc, iiaid .Mr. illitf'e.s the .^IDI*. which he
liandeii lo me, and nctepled a receipt which Mr.
11 uiihcs drew out I which I siuiied. iranster-
niifrmy ritjhl and liile to the lot to Failier Andn'>.
Thiit is II idani and iriie staieim-nl. ot the whole
case, and your niadcrs can .iiidRC how tin ihni,
' outrage ' Koes to justify tho murder of Jie police-
men, tho shoiitinR ol poor i^Vv\\ Filiot. (he i'rog
Lnko muvrlcr-' and all the other ghastly iu.-nlents
of the reljellion. .Mr. liiiiirier holds tie. lives oi'

loyal Canadian- cheap, if he thinks two hundred
people were ,iustl\ iniirdeied bicaiiso my land cost
Fattier Andri' one hiiiidrud dollars.'"

The second was

TIIKCA.SR OP Ml{. K.M.rKK.

Mr. r.anriei's statetntuit was that Salter
hud obtained un entry for a <|Uarter sec-
tion of land at St. Louis de Lanirevin,
which was Jilready in the occupation of a
Half-breed, thus d is possessing? the H.ilf-

broed of hi.s holdin};. The recnnl in the
Department of the Intt^rioron this snbjeit,
iis furnished by the Deputy .Minister, \»

as follows :

—

" \eiiher the UcL'islrar of tho Pepartmont nor
the ChielClerk of the Patent Dtlico hn.s boeii alilo
to lind anythiuK In inilioato that Iho lands at one


