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Commons amidst the loiulest acclaims. A servile

majority voted the Treaty good without knowing the

effect of its composition. A i)arliamentary Opposition

numerically vveak raised its timid voice in Mun. The

chief ador knew l)e>t how to ai)peal to those whose

support he wanted ; a blatant and blustering gush ot

e of common sense, and theloyalty P

.scruples of a too confiding majority were easily sooth-

ed into obedience.
;

The ()piK)sition had undoubtedly been gaining

strength. it was no longer composed of those strag-

gling members that a cham;e vote was likely to catch.

It embraced men of great ability and irreproachable

character. With a dear record, and with purity and

economy as tlieir watchwords, they were fast gaining

the confidence of the country. 'I'he Washington Treaty

had done much in weakening the (lovernment in On-

tario. The policy of [)utting off and dui)licity in the

North-West Troubles had a like effect in Quebci

.

The British Columbia terms l)y which was meant the

granting of a large subsidy to British Columbia and

the building of the Pacific Railway in ten years in

ct)nsideration of that Province enicring the Union- -

were unpopular throughout the Domini(;n. .After 1870

t lese were the chief toj^ics of discussion and the prin-


