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CO-PYRIGHT AMENDMENT BILL

THIRD READING

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND moved týhe third
reading oi Bill 55, an Act to amend the Copy-
right Amendment Act, 1931.

Hon. ARTHUR MARCOTTE: No doubt
ail honnuraible mernbers whn attended the
sittinig oi the Banking and Commerce Com-
mittee Saturday evcning were greatly im-
pressed, not only with the arguments cf
the sponsors of this Bill, but alan with the
representations mrade hy Hon. Mr. Cahan,
iormorly Socretary ni State. and the present
holder ni the samo office, Hon. Mr. Rinfrot.
Perbaps most membors oi the Sonate are, like
mysoîf, not well informed on this complicated
matter of copyright. Until the last iew days
I had not made any special study nf the
subje-et. As we ail know, it is a common
oetperience to have important moasures coane
to us near the end of the session, when wo
have flot time to consider them .thoroughly.
I was s9truck particularly hy the statornent of
Hon. Mr. Cahan and Hon. Mr. Rinfret that
Parliament hiad the right to pass a law which
w-as apparently in conflict with an interna-
tional convention to which Canada bas ad-
hered. Hon. Mr. Rowell, who appeared on
behahi of Canadian writers and composers,
bad to admit that Parliament had such a
right; and I thinýk a similar admission was
madle by another representative of the authors
and compo.sers. But 1 read the other day in

a certain French newspaper an article on-
titled "Le Droit d'Auteur," which opposed
this view. The writer contended that our
Copyright Amendment Act oi 1931, as well as
th, present measllre, wvas partially in contra-
vention oi ýthe international agreement that
Canada had sig-ned. I amn not sufficiently
fainii tr with the details oi our copyright law
to be able to judge whethe-r we were right
or wrong in 1931 or- whotlîer the Bill 110W

beinre us is gond or b-ad.
It qeoýmz to me that a study ni tho cony-

right situation shoiild hc, made by Parlia-
ment. I have nn doubt that every one
ni us is in favour ni giving ail reason.able
protection to our writers and musical cnm-
posers w-ho hav e works published. I arn con-
fident that we can rest in the assurance that,
w-hether or not our copyright law confiicts
wvith the convention to w-hicb we have ad-
hered. the law will -ho administered by ono
w-ho is sympathetie towards writers and
composers. I celer to the Secretary of
State, w-ho is well known not only as a
great orator. but also as an able writor.
He stands higb in bis profession nf journal-
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ism and has had considerable experience in
editing and publishing, in which fields, as
was said the other day by my right honour-
able friend. fromn Eganville (Right Hon. Mr.
Graham), a man receives a gond training.
So we can rest assu-red that. the administra-
tion of the Copyright Act is 'n good, lands.
Hon. Mr. Rinfret can be depended ripon to
study ail the features of copyright law. 1
arn sure that when he represents Canada at
the next international conference, on copy-
right he will be well equipped to protect
the rights of Canadian authors and musical
composers and of other authers and musical
composers whose works are sold in this
country.

It seems to me that producers and pub-
lishers will have good ground for grievance if
we adopt clause number 1, amcnding sec-
tion 6 of the Act. It provides that a per-
formance of any musical work by a church,
college or fair may be described as "without
private profit" if the only fees paid are those
paid to individual performers. I have had
s-)me personal experience along this line as
a director of ýwhat we caîl a church chorale,
andl I may have been guilty of infringing the
rights nf producers. 1 think it is generally
agreed that payment of fees should not be
required for the performance of musical
wo.rks at agricultural exhibitions or fairs in
small centres; but in the case ni the import-
ant exhibitions at Toronto. Ottawa and other
large contres. it seems ta me, there should
be no exemption from the provisions of the
Bill. For instance. at Toronto a singer of
world, reput" might be paid threo or four
thousand dollars for twn or three concerts,
yet he might ronder songs for which prob-
ahly the aluthor and composer would not
roceîx-e one cent. This. it seems to me,
would be absolutely unfair. I amn not oppos-
ing- the B:1. How-ec er, 1 would impross
upon honourable members ni this Houso
and of the bouse oi Common. that we must
depend on the bonourable Secretary oi Stato,
w-ho will qdmini-ter this legisilation. to sec
that a special study is made ni this feature
sa that foul justice may be doue.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: Honourable
senators, I agrce with a gond deal ni what
has bc-en said by rny honourable friend from
Pontýeix (Hon. Mr. Marcotte). This Bill was
initiated in the other House three or four
months ago, yot it has corne to us only in the
last few days, when we find it impossible to
make a careful study ni its provisions. I
have heen told that while it is basod on the
conclusions oi Judge Parkor's report, we might
well have investigated the general effeet ni


