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by this goverument. The late Conservative
government put forward strenuous efforts

to get our peop)le to 1look towards the Brit-
isb market inistead of the United States,
wvhile the Liberal party as a whole, iaclud-
ing the menibers of the present government

and their folloewers were pointing the people
ho the United States. The Britishi market bas

been developed, and an important trade has

been estahlished thiere. We seil the great

bulk of our farming products in Britain at

the present time, but I fnil to see where the

present government have donc anything ho

bring about that result. Thien, iii the settle-

ment of the west, the Canadian Pacifie Rail-

w-av was built and every facility Nvas pro-

vided for the influx of settlers iii that coun-

try under the Conservative governiinent. Ex-

perience was gained and a founidation was

mode w-hici resulted iii a larger number of

siFttlers going in tiiere iii tlîe years that have

iuîtervenied siuîce the present goverumnent bias

corne isuto power. and I have no douht that

the inuflux of settlers fromi the United States

and fronu European countries mwill increase

la tlic future. Looking nt the whoie situation

1 cannot sec that the present goverument
is entitled to credit for any of these features

o! prospeî-ity which the country enjoys at

the present tin. Il would be just ns rea-

sonoble to my mind if tbe oid bachelors o!f
Canada claimed credit for the încreased
population as It Is for the government to

cIa un any credit whatever for the prosperity
which bias corne to tbis country during the
terni thci- have been iii pow-er.

The speech from the Throne refers in
ternis of gratification to the increase o!

tro de.
lt is very gratifyiag to note Ihat the yearly

increasing trade of Canada which bas been so
marked a feature of the past six years, gives no
Indication of any abatement, while the nuuber of
&ettlers seeking homes in Manitoba and the
Territories je without a parall-el in tihe history
of the coun'try.

Now, I have been lool-ing nt tbe Trode and
Navigation Returns of lost year, and I do
not find in theni everytbing to he pieased
with. It is true that the volume of our

trade le increasing ;it is truc that as coin-
pired witu the eigbt monthis of the previoue
ýear tlue volume o! our trade le greater, but
there is aiso another aspect of tiuis ques-
tion, wvlicb is equally truc and wîich le îîot
so cnicoar.ogiiîî. I find Iluat fer the first
cîglit months o! 1903, our imiporte ivere
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$139,199,618. Iii the samne period of the

present financial year our inmports have iii-

creased to $158,171,447. Iii other words,

there is an increase of nearly nineteen mil-

lions in the imports of the country in the

first eight months of the presenit year as

eompared xvith the imports f'or the corre-

sponding months of last year. Now, thiat

must be what gentlemen in the govern-

ment miust have meant wlheii they founid s0

niucli that was encouraging in the trade of

the country. But I turii to our exports, and

%what do 1 find ? I find that in the first eiglit

nionths of the present year our exports of

domnestic produce ainounted to $144,599,291
agaiinst 12. n4.2 tuhe fii-st eiglit rnontlis

of the prcctiu1g year. There lia,; been a

falling off in the exporte of Cauuadia n pro-

duce iu that period aiuouiiitiuug to nearly

i7.5(Xi0OtI. To inv nmmd. uueitlucu ont, or thue
otiier of tiies"e sets of figures i'. satisgac-

tory or euîcouragiasg. Th'e impotation of

sucli :i large quantity oif gooil. I yonl Nvlîat

ive have cxported and beyond the iniporu a-

tions of the previous year is to mv mid

evidenîce of o%-er-traiiniig, the evil elïects of

whvlîi we aire sure to fiîîd ini the ycars tluat

are to coine. The introduction of sucli a

large quantity of foreign goods jito Canada

also leads to tlue supplanting of env o-wni
productions to a certain extent, and idi-

cntes that there is sonietbing wrong w-itl)
our tarif!, as we on this side of the Ilouse
have been telliing the country ail along. it

indicates that our purchasinig power bas

been diminishing. Putting these figures to-
gether. I amu very far from agreeing with

the language of the speech from the Throuîe,
that our trode at the present timie is in a
satistactory condition.

W7e now pass on to somie observations o!

the speech ýwith regard to the Transconti-
nental Railu ay question.

Tbese two veiy important facts lead irresistibly
to the conclusion that long before the Transcon
tinental Railway, authorized by parliament at
it2 laat session, can possibly be complete-d, its
urgent necessity as a medium for carrying the
pro>ducts of our weat lu our own Atlantic ports
w-il! have become apparent.

I notice that thils language is iiot by anY

means as sanguine as the uitterances o! the

Prime Minister -ind his colleagues wheuî this
nuleastire was submitted to parliament luist

year. It oppears niow they are speakinig
wý itlî rather bated breath. They prophcsy
that long before a certain ci cnt ivili happen


