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Not been complied with by the Dominion
vernment. That is a question as to
Which there is a difference of opinion; and
L think the hon. gentleman from Alberton,
I he wishes to secure any large support
Or his resolutionin the House, is unwise
'n keeping in that resolution a declaration
88 to which a great many members of the
enate cannot concur with him. For these
Teasons, I have thought it well to submit
the following amendment to the motion
Made by the hon. member from Alberton :
& That all the words in the said Resolution after the

Sllx.sbi “That ” be stricken out and the following words
ABtituted therefor :—

inqui overnment be requested to cause a thomufgh
theu;)ruyrm be made by properly qualified persous for
stl’uctinp(;sed‘)f ascertaining the lfeastb}x]hty bof con-
Way ac l‘gsgnthmaélnta:mmfg 9\,J t\;xg}rlle ol!;gtl el;1 su n:lartlﬁe
Probable cost ef troi:t o ;. ot‘ um dr and, t;n e
and &1&0 th : f0 Sll;?l .tCOHSd!‘uc zgnbal;.n xzm;n naTtilole H
p! Which e&sLel 1Ly an gl‘? 1 he (EOS O: a.nyot e?
the existiy may be suggested for the improvement ol

means of communication between Prince

ward Island and the mainland,’”

That resolution, whatever its defects
:i]:y be, has the advantage of not ex;l)]x:es-
th € any opinion as to the way in which

& Government have complied with the

8'ms of Union; and it speaks of properly
g:ahﬁ,?d persons, “instead of civil engi-
s lel'S, 80 that proper persons may be
lected for both the purposes indicated. It
eges not bind the country to any large
EdPendlture of money. I think that Prince
an Ward Island is entitled at least to such
invexpen(}xture on her bphalf as may be
volved in making the inquiry provided
OF In this resolution. If after the inquiry
:St een made it is discovered that the
w: 118 reasonable, then I think that it
rou d be the duty of the Government to

Commend that the work be undertaken.

» O the other hand, it appears that the
um_t 18 what might fairly be regarded as
o ¢asonable, then we shall know that the
8t is too great; and I believe that the
i’:ol.ile of Prince Edward Island and their
0};\1 esentatives in this House—even the
wOu-ldgentleman from Murray Harbor—
the G Dot be so unreasonable as to expect
ni Overnment of the country to go into
of MMense expenditure for ‘the Eurpose
th Maintaining communication between

® Island and the mainland.

fo 0% Mz, ABBOTT—My hon. friend
M Alberton has presented his case with
perc‘ éarnestness and has shown great

slstence and energy in seeking to im-

I S BJ, .
Prove the communication between Prince

Edward Island and tbe main shore, but I
did not expect to find that the efforts
which the (:lr)overnment have made in that
direction would be so entirely ignored as
they have been, not by my hon. friend
altogether, although he has devoted very
little attention to the last step which the
Government took in that direction, but by
other hon. gentlemen who have addressed
the House. It is well that I should say a
word or two as to the exact position of the
question. About four years ago my hon.
friend himself made a proposition to the
Government to build a subway across the
Straits of Northumberland, and he stated
the consideration which the company that
he proposed to get up, expected for that
work, which we may take, I imagine, to
be his estimate of what such a construction
would cost. The consideration that he pro-
posed to demand was an enormous sum of
money, but in my opinion did not approach
the actual cost of the work which he de-
sires shall be done. The consideration which
he suggested on that occasion was that
the Government should hand over to the
company, the Prince Edward Island Rail-
way, aline 213 miles long and costing over
$3,500,000, and that theyshould pay to his
Company, in pe:petuity, $250,000 a year.
In consideration of this, however, the com-
pany was to build several short branches
of railway within the Island for which
there was to be no further charge. Now,
$250,000 a year in perpetuity, represents
a sum of say about $8,000,000, probably -
more than that, but taking it at $8,000,000
the road having cost $3,500,000, we will
say, the consideration which my hon.
friend proposes was obviously $11,500,000
for this subway. My houn. friend gave
reasons at the time for making this propo-
sal, by which he undertook toshow that it
would cost the country nothing more than
the present system, but I do not think that
those reasons, at all events, would apply at
the present moment. The service which
my hon. friend contended at that time
cost the Government two hundred odd
thousand dollars a year does not cost the
Government anything like that sumat pre-
sent—in fact, the total cost of the service
at present, including the loss by the Prince
Edward Island Railway, during the past
year, would not amount to one-third of the
sum mentioned.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN — One-third of
$250,000?



