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May 31, 1995

Government Orders

Public Works and Government Services Canada, PWGSC,
issues payments on behalf of other program departments in the
amounts and according to the schedules determined by those
departments. Program departments determine individual en-
titlement to benefits in accordance with the policy and legisla-
tion governing specific programs. This process precludes
PWGSC from adding up the benefits under various programs
and issuing a single payment to an individual.

Should the department decide to consolidate various benefits
paid monthly into a single payment, individual program depart-
ments would require legislative and policy changes for their
specific programs. Major changes would also be required to the
computer systems of program departments and PWGSC.

Public Works and Govermnment Services Canada issues
approximately 193 million payments annually. Approximately
34 per cent are currently delivered electronically in the form of
direct deposit.

The average cost to issue a cheque, including production
costs, banking fees and postage, is approximately one dollar.
With the use of direct deposit significant savings are realized
through reduced postage and banking fees as well as reduced
cheque production costs. Direct deposit costs the government
only one cent in banking fees compared with 10 cents for each
paper transaction.

As another important step to streamline operations and reduce
costs, the Minister of Public Works and Government Services
recently announced that direct deposit will become the govern-
ment’s standard method of payment. This expansion of the use
of direct deposit is expected to save the government $18 million
to $20 million annually by 1998-1999.

Program departments accord benefits in accordance with their
legislation. In cases where individuals are entitled to payments
based on individual characteristics separate payments must be
issued as there is no authority to treat a married couple as a
single beneficiary.

[English]
The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.
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[Trénslation]

MOTIONS FOR PAPERS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I ask that all notices of motions for the production of papers
be allowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Is it agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

[English]

ACCESS TODAY, 1995

The Deputy Speaker: Colleagues, I am very pleased to lay
upon the table a document entitled, “Access Today, 1995, a
review of the initiatives taken by the House of Commons to
serve Canadians with disabilities.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION ACT, 1995

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-76, an act
to implement certain provisions of the budget tabled in Parlia-
ment on February 27, 1995, as reported (with amendments) from
the committee.

SPEAKER’S RULING

The Deputy Speaker: The form of the ruling on the report
stage of Bill C-76 will depart from the manner normally used in
the House. Following consultations with representatives of the
House leaders’ offices, it has been decided that whenever the
nature of the ruling is complex we will use a more simplified
form to explain to the House how report stage amendments will
be grouped and how the voting will proceed. We are doing this
for the sole purpose of demystifying, hopefully, the process.
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[Translation)

I propose to deliver in the House a short form of the ruling,
giving only the groupings of amendments for debate. Of course,
the entire ruling, including the voting patterns, is available to
you at the table. The Chair will inform the House of the patterns
for each group at the time those motions are to be voted on.

[English]

There are 78 motions in amendment standing in the Notice
Paper for the report stage of Bill C-76, an act to implement
certain provisions of the 1995 budget.

Motions Nos. 13, 15 and 16 have been withdrawn.
Group No. 1 is Motions Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4.
[Translation)

Group No. 2 is Motions Nos. 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 17,
18, 19, and 74.

[English]

Group No. 3 is Motions Nos. 20, 21, 22, 75, 76, 77 and 78.
Group No. 4 is Motions Nos. 23 to 45. Group No. 5 is Motions
Nos. 46 to 63. Group No. 6 is Motions Nos. 64 to 67.



