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Tributes

natural right to own firearms. All my questions were answered 
by the Library of Parliament.

• (1510)

In this new Parliament of course the Library was just as 
astounded as the table and everybody else to see so many new 
members elected to this Parliament. I am sure that was a huge 
surprise but also an incredible amount of work.

From the floor of the House of Commons today I would like to 
say thank you on behalf of all the members here, especially new 
members, for the orientation sessions that were offered regard
ing the Library and all the services that have been given.

What a marvellous place to work in, the parliamentary library. 
I will never forget my first steps through that doorway and just 
literally having my breath taken away when I looked at that 
place. What a marvellous place to have worked for several 
decades now. I know that he will miss it a great deal.

Mr. Spicer is leaving probably one of the most beautiful 
offices on Parliament Hill, but he is going to see all kinds of 
beautiful places.

Mr. Speaker, as you and I and the Spicers know, they love to 
travel. This will be a good jumping off spot for them, going from 
a beautiful office on Parliament Hill, the finest that Canada has 
to offer, to many other places.

I would like to pay tribute to Erik and his wife Helen, both of 
whom are librarians. I was amused when I read in a recent issue 
of the Hill Times: “That a major occupation for them while 
moving from a large home into a smaller condo has been the 
packing of their books for the move”. That is no small wonder. 
With two librarians one can imagine the number of books in 
their private library. I dare say that has been a huge challenge to 
both of them.

Also, when we sat on committees, and it is still the case today, 
we could always count on the library, especially for legislative 
summaries on the various subjects. The Library of Parliament 
research branch is always ready and willing to provide informa
tion to assist us in our quest for truth.

It has also developed briefings for members and departmental 
assistants so that we and our staff know where to look and who to 
contact to obtain all the information required for the smooth 
functioning of our offices.

Furthermore, if you miss one of these briefings, you can 
always ask the Library of Parliament for the audio tapes. Again, 
you will get the same excellent service.

All this to say that we greatly appreciate the services devel
oped for us, members of Parliament, as well as for our assis
tants, to enable us to carry out our duties adequately. Many 
thanks to Mr. Spicer.

[English]

The Speaker: We will hear from the hon. m< er for Beaver 
River. Inadvertently I cut off my colleag; .or Vancouver 
Quadra, whom I will recognize after the member for Beaver 
River.

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River): Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
behalf of my party today as well and offer congratulations to Mr. 
Spicer for a long and remarkable career in this place, certainly 
longer than many have been able to celebrate.

I would like to pay tribute also to their daughter Erika who 
grew up in a home with I am sure an incredible love and respect 
for books. I am sure that she passes that on to her three daughters 
today. They are going from a beautiful place to many visits all 
around the world. I know they will be stopping in Vancouver 
regularly to visit their daughter and granddaughters.

One final memory that I have which will remain special with 
me forever is being on the elevator a couple of weeks ago. There 
was a group of senior citizens who obviously had been for dinner 
in the parliamentary restaurant. I just happened to be on the 
elevator riding down from my fifth floor office and I had a little 
visit with one of the women there. She said to me: “A group of 
friends and I have come from the lodge today and we had lunch 
in the parliamentary restaurant”. I said: “Well, that is really 
nice. Is there a special occasion or what?” She said: “No, not 
particularly. We were just getting together. Erik Spicer is my 
son”. It was just a treat for her to be able to come and celebrate 
that. She just beamed when she talked about her son Erik. That 
was so special because they were out for lunch on Parliament 
Hill and having a marvellous time at it. I will always remember 
the gleam in her eye and the smile that she shared with me when

I have known Erik Spicer for five years in my capacity as the 
member of Parliament for Beaver River. Of course, in my unique 
position in the last Parliament I must say it was wonderful to 
have somebody to call on who knew what they were doing in 
Parliament. The services that were offered to me sitting as an 
independent member were just terrific.

To know that there was an incredible number of well qualified 
people in the Library offering their services and help to me was 
marvellous. As a qualified English teacher who had spent 10 
years in the teaching profession to see a library like this at my 
disposal was marvellous. I want to thank Mr. Spicer so much for 
being helpful to me and to my staff.

What I will always remember about Mr. Spicer as I look at 
him now in the gallery is his marvellous smile. He is somebody 
who has always been cheerful. I do not think there has been a 
time I have come across him, whether it has been in the elevator, 
the Library, anywhere in the hallways or in the cafeteria, when 
he has not been cheerful and very pleasant to work with. 
Certainly that is much appreciated as well.


