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Mr. HOWE: Ail I cen say ks that the
navy removed what they considered of value.
That was the understanding on wbich the
ships were turned over. My hon. friend sug-
geets thef t. I do neot know personaily whether
anything was stolen or nlot; 1 have no reason
to believe that it was, but if the cornmittee
on war expenditures care to take this up I
shall be giad to produce the caretaker of the
chips, and I arn sure the naval officers wil
corne along and shouid be examined. I think
we can hardly go into matters of this kind in
cornmittee of the whole.

Mr. COCKERAM:- The pilfering je fnot
while it ks on the ships in charge of the.
naval department; it ie after they are stripped.

Mr. HOWE: Perhaps s0; I do flot know.

Mr. PEARKES: Were the persons who
had rnade inquiries regarding the purchase of
these Fairmiies on the west coast, before the
price was fixed at $3,000, given an oppor-
tunity to purchase the ships at that price?
I have information to the effect that the
skipper on one of those ehips rnade inquiries
of War Assets Corporationi at Vancouver re-
specting the price, and he was told it would
be about $12,00. That was before informa-
tion had been received by War Aseets Cor-
poration that they would be soid for 33,000.
Wouid such a man be advised?

Mr. HOWE: I suggest that I cannot.answer
those questions. Obvicuely I would not know
that. Why nlot refer this matter to the corn-
rnâtee on war expenditures? Officiais of the
Vancouver office of War Assets Corporation.
couid corneto Ottawa,.and so couid the naval
man who it je suggested had to do with this
transaction. They jeouid both appear before
the committee. Any officer who had any-
thîng to do with the .ratter couid corne here,
and I arn sure the conirittee would be rnuch
wiser than. I arn at the present tirne. Hlow-
ever, I do not know of pilferers. . My in-
formation ks that -the only price put on them
was that of $3,000.

Mr. FERGUSON: Yesterday the minister
saîd that iu order to expedite construction at
Chalk RWer, Gerrnan prisoners of war had
been ernployed. What wages are -they re-
ceiving? How recently wiere they empioyed,
and was any effort rnade to try to obtain-
men who were receiving unempioyrnent in-
surance? Were atternpts rnade to obtain the
services of these men rather than those of
German prisoners of war?

Mr. HOWE: What ia the hon., member
taiking about?
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Mr. FERGUSON: As usual, you rnight not
know-because you do not lieten. I wish
you wouid listeri to these questions, because
I do not like repeating myseif for your bene-
fit. How recentiy were German perioers
ernployed at Chalk River, at what wages, aud
wa.s any effort made to obtain Canadians îor
that work? I ask these questions because dur-
ing the war the minister made an expendi-
ture at Montreal of 8370,000 to ernploy a
total of 54 people; and of that 54 there were
45 German enemy aliens out of prison camps.
Those men were doing work which could
have been done by Canadians who wanted
work. Le this stili going on?

Mr. 10W E: I should like to correct the
hon. member on one point. No expenditure
was mýade by my departrnent during the war
for the purpose of ernploying people. Ex-
penditures were mande for the purpose of
producing munitions badly needed for the
war effort. Let us get that straight. German
prisoners are ernployed only when it je im-
possible to get Canadians for the work. They
were employed no longer ago than iast Sun-
day at Chaik River-because I saw thern
there. The reason, was tbat we were flot
able to get other workrnen. 1 believe the
wage rcceived by prisoners is* fifty cents a'
day.

Mr. FERGUSON: I will send men from
Collingwood who are on unempioyment relief,
and thus burdeningz the taxPayers; they can
be sent down to do any work the minister
sony have for them at Chalk River. They can
corne on Sunda.y, Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday or Saturday.

Mr. HOWE: Send rne three hundred of
theso.

Mr. FERGUSON: Apparentiy the rninister
wants theso. I shall be giad to get .300 men
to 'do the work these prisoners of war are
doing at Chaik, River, sud they wiii do it at
reasonabie and cane wages.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: The minister has
rnade hie expianation respecting the sale of
Fairmiles, and aiso in connection with cargo
shipe. In a rnanner sornewhat unusuai for
hiso, in so far as the Fairmiles case le con-
cerned has adrnitted that the transaction was
an improvident one, and one which 'he couid
nlot justify before the committee.

Mr. HOWE: Just a minute, now; let me
say what I said. Do not tiy te interpret.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: And speaking of
interpretation: The minister gave *a fine
dernonetration this afternoon of his ability in
interpretation when in answer to the hon..
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