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are used, gencral in their character, as com- must meet the obligations thus create-d. But

prehensive as possible, involving the applica- parliament then has no option but to meet

tion of two principles; assistance ta provide those obligations or pay for not doing So.

work and wages; and relief where work and There is the other clam of appropriation where A

wages are impoakble. a given sum per annum is granted, such as

that provided for the Ottawa Improvement
Mr. MACKENZIE KING: The Prime Commission, which is a charge upon the con-

Minister has made more thaïn once in the solidated revenue fund, and that annual charge A
course of his present re-marks a refèrence to and the inteTest are voted ae a matter of
representative institutions and responsible course. Now this $20,000,000 is not a supply
governinent. 1 think he will agree that the billl- it is an appropriation bill whioh. is in
manner in which, parliament maintains its a sense technically a supply bill for $20 , 000,000
control over the executive is by having moneys and if eoritractuad obligations have iari il
voted by the House of Commons in com- whiých will not be discharged until after the

'n'ttee Of SuPffly- What I want to "l' Iny 31st -day of Mareh, they are chargeable agailist Je
h(m. friend specifically is this: Is it the in- thisý voûs- But obviously it would be impos-
teention that aDy part of the money now sible for anyone te say that. after the 3
being voted under the bill to, be iutroduced, t

day of March no payments woýuld bc made o:1
baa--d on this resolution, will be ueed. for work of this fund, assumîng the fund was not
done after the 31st March? Or is it intended depleted, because obligations might and
to rnaÀntain the fundamental principle of probably would have been crested by the
responsible government whiereby supplies axe provinces through the authç)ýrizatio-j given by
voted annually and that provision for the the federal authority to the provinces to go
n"s Of the fiscal yew 1931-32 shaU be made forward with certain iludertakings that would
in the sapply bill of that year? involve paymeritanot being made at one time,

Mr. BENNETT: I think the right hon. but over a pe>riýod of time. If any of those

gentlemem will recall that in a previcus ;session payments are not mMe after the 31et day of

I did direct attention te, the fact that where March, they will be charged against this ap-

a contract is made for the construction of a propriation. Thatý I think, ig abuudantly
clear, and uiilegs it were oo I do not sec hoiff

publie building at, say, a cost of $2,000,000, govemment inight well be carried on. But
the appropriation for the year is sometimes
$250,000 or $WO,000, but it follows of course we do know this: that the maximum obliga-

that Canada is committed to the expenditure tionis that may be incurred under this bill

of the whole sum by reason of baving executed will aggregate, not more than $20,000,000. That

the contract, altho-ugh parliament fias only is all I can with cerwinty say, end 1 make

granted by supply bill a very small portion of these explaînations in Order that it MaY not

the sum for which the contract has been Jet. be thought for a single moment: that there

New, that hu been the practice, the then has been any departure from well established

Minigter of Publie Works explained, for many, parli&mentary practice in thia regard, the
many yearg in all matters of this kind. I whole point being that no obligations oan be
could neme obligations which have been ptacëd met under the authority of thim meastire that
upon the incoming administration in oonner- exceed thegum total of the appro 1 pnatîon, and
tîon with contratts of a very oneroue char- tha+, it well may be that, after the alst èdt4Sýy of
acter. In fact the first duty that I en- March> amounts wM have to-,?,- met' te-
deavoured to dîscharge when I assumed office resenting the balance of cantxartual oblige-
vras to, ascertain what the contractuel obligt- tionn irurred under the tuthôrity of this
tioni cl thia country were, and 1 uked to measure.
have! prepared for me by the departinenta a
etat ement showing wliat contracts fiad been Mr. MAC-KENZIE KING. I want ta, bWe

exeauted by the Outgoing administmtion up to quite clear as ta what my hon4 friendmeans'

the seventh dây of Auguêt, whaît appropria- byhiâlaeseýteSe. Doeehevow=eanýtbst,,

tione bad been made by parhament to défray aU contracte, in order tg be poid for in whok

those obligations, and thé balance for wbLich or in part out of this money, must have boeu

no appropriations had been made. 1 may say made between now and the b«inni-ng of e,
that it amounte to'many millions of dollars. next fiwal ySr, abd thnt the Only 4nonffl telo

That, I am adviSd, by the departmontal be paid under those eonýracU will be sue

effixMl@4 in & comman practiee. Thst is, an morjeys a4 wîýl be due on the 31st çf maze,

ibbligation is ûM=ed beoause parliament hu Dext, ý yeat, iiot mon" which become duè

made the firat vote toward defrayint the cent WW 'that dat&-.qmoneys due fer oervioM

cl undart4tings abd oueSWve pszliaments reWle"ýd up to thut dAte-ý if &edftý'ë-z tWe

[Mr.


