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leave on i riday, remain at home over Satur-
day and Sunday, and consuit their busi-
liess managers or attend to their profes-
sional duties, then return lu time for the
business of the House on Monday. But for
mnembers' who lve lu Manitoba, the North-
west Territories or British Columbia, or in
Prince Edward Island, or Nova Scotia it ls
a matter of impoÉsibility to go home and
return lu less than a week. So business
interests of these members are, to a great
extent sacrificed. That would lie largely
overcome if the Hlouse met two or three
mouths earlier. As was pointed out by the
seconder of this motion, the west is grow-
lng rapidly, and we are going to have a
larger represeutation from that section.
Moreover the 'representation of the west wil
lie drawu, to a great extent, fromn the farmi-
iug class. These men must lie called here
earlier and enabled to get through their
legisiative duties lu good season, or their
business wîll suifer. 1 thlnk the govern-
ment shonld take this motion into considera-
tion, and, in the future, do everything pos-
sible to have the business of the session
brouglit forward at an earler day.

Mr. JABEL ROBINSON (West Elgin). 1
bave au admendment to the motion, as
follows

It is the opinion of this House that this par-
Ijamenýt should lie called together not later
than the first Tuesday after the second Mond'ay
in January In evOry year!'
1 have always been an advocate of the mem-
bers of this House lieixig allowed to know
ut what period they would lie callcŽd upon
to meet. I think that the time I Lave "ng-
gested, the first Tuesday after The sccond
Monday lu January-I have not said the
full of the moon-would lie the proper time.
The Christmas holidays would bie over, and
people would lie free to corne here and ait-
tend to business. I do not see why the'
government should flot accept my amend-
ment, nor why ail the members of the Honse
should flot support il. We all admit tbat
it should lie known at what time we are
t0 meet, and we ail admit the winter is the
best time for the session for bolli fartuers
and business men. We shall remove diffi-
culties from the way of the government, anai
we shahl relieve the goverameut froui theý
invidious duty of choosing. the time of ses-
sion if we pass this amendment. 1 do not
think I need say more, but 1 hope tbat al
will vote for my amenldment.

Mr. SEYMOUR E. GOURLEY (Colchester).
I would not vote for any amendment 0f the
character of that proposed by the hon. gen
tleman (Mr. Robinson). We wish to have
in this country constitutioiial governmfen'ft,
and constitutional government puts in the
hands of the Cabinet the riglit to call par-
liament ut any time they tbink best. Be-
sides. to adlopt the bon. gentleman's ainend
ment would lie to copy too, clos ely the cou
stîtuition of the country to the sontb of us

which is the worst jumb-le in the whole civi-
lized -warld to-day. But, wbule we want
constitutional government, yet constitutioflal
goverament lias always been found consis-
tent with the wisest and best governmeflt
lu the world. Speaking in behaîf of the
maritime province members, 1 think there
should lie a well known time when pai-lia-
ment should be called, subjeet, of course, as
iu the case of the present session, to delay
when circumnstances arise to make it neces-
sary. I thînlz the explanations given by
the Prime Minister (Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) with reference to the present ses-
sion are ample, and I am perfectly willing
toý corne bere late in view of the pecaliar
circumstances of the present case. But tniis
is exceptional, and we should have a tinie
fixed when it should lie well kniowii th,t
parliament wonld lie called, subject to é;oîe
exigency snch ns we have this year. Ž4ow,
the question is, wbat that time sbould lie.
Some say it should lie January. It strikes
me that tbat is too late. The members who
corne from the maritime provinces want
to get through the session of parliament by
the last of April. Any member engaged in
mercantile or agricultural business would
prefer to get through lis duties here by that
time. It would be impossible to open par-
liament at the beginning of Jannary and get
through by the end of April. Thor.'fore I
think there is great wisdom in the p.roposai
of the hon. member for Macdon)iald (Mr.
Boyd) that the session of parliameiat should
open la November. We could open pa.rlia-
mient, the principal Bis could lie introduced
and a large part of the business brouglit
forward before the Christmas holidays. We
could then adjourn feeling that practicnlly
al] the bnsiness *as before the House and
l)efore the country, and, after the Christmas
holidays we could meet, carry the business
through intelligently and prorogue before
the 30th of April. I thinik that no date
could lie fixed after the beginning of the
year -whea we could meet and finish buqim~ss
by tbat time. A man eau stay Itere lu
winter, with the winds bowling outslde, very
comfortubly, and attend to the work of
parliament. But in the bot days, whenl al
outsbIp le so. inviting. one eannot give the
attention to the' business of tbe Honse tbat
lie onglit to do. Moreover, if a man feels,
thiat bis business Is going to pleces at home,
lie cannot give undivided attention to bis
duties in parliament. Su, with ail due de-
ference to the explanation of the Prime Min-
ister, 1 think parliament should meet belore
the close of the year. It may bave lieen
well enougli to have parliament called about
the last of Jannary a few years ago. But
with the business coming before us la this
i'growing thue,' and now that Canada hias

ibecome a nation under the inspiration of bon.
gentlemen opposite, we must bave longer

-sessions. Therefore, wbile Jannary might
-have been well enough inl the old Conserva-

tive days, wben Canadal was not a nation, It


