ST. ANDREW'S RAPIDS.

Mr. MARTIN moved for:

Copies of all correspondence with regard to
improvements of St. Andrew’s Rapids, not already
broeught down.

He said : The House will rememnber that, on
onte occasion at least, and 1 think on several
occasions, 1T bave Drought this matter be-
fore their attention.
ber that my predecessor, as representative
for Winnipeg, Mr. IHugh John Macdonalid.

also on ove ceceasion, if not more, hrought
the matter beiere the House : and I know |
that that gentloman brought the matier fre--
quently to the attention of the (';ovm'nnul\xlt;

this

outside the House, I may say thit
muatler has intevested for a great nmuithy years

tne member for Winuipeg for the tiize being.
In the interest of lis constituenis, he hus

urged upon the Government and upon this
Parliament the urgent neecessity for a mode-
rate awount of public funds heing Jdevoted
towards the iwprovemenr of St Andrew’s
Rapids, ou the Red River. ‘The Ilouse will
remen:ber ithat the Red River is the prin-
cipal river in the provinee of Manitoba | that

it rises in the United States, and drains al

large part of the Dakotas and Minnesota ;

that going up into Maniteoba, it flows from ;

Emerson into Lake Winnipeg, through the

Red River Valley, and that the city of Win- |

nipeg js situated upon its banks. In past
dayvs there was a great deal of navigation
upon the river in flat bhoats from Moorhead
to Winnipeg. The advent of railways has
to a large extent done away with naviga-
tion. But the river is navigable, and could
De used to great advauatrge to the people
of Winnipez and surrcunding country. were
it not for the fact that 2 few miles north
of Winnipeg there exist these rapids. about
six miles long. which are of xuch a character
as practically to destroy navigation between
Winnipeg and Lake Winnipeg during all
but the period of very bighest water. The
reason that the people of Winnipeg are so
much interested in this matter is that Lake
Winnipeg has a number of natural resources
which would be of great benefit to Winnipeg
were there any cheap means of com-
munication between the city and the lake.
This is especially true in the matter of cord-
wood. 1t will be readily understood by the
House that fireweod is a very important
item in the North-west, and the high cost
of firewood, on account of the seareity of
that article in the North-west is one of the
disadvantages that we labovr under, coupled
with the fact that coal has to be brought
also from very consideriable distances. and
costs a great deal more in Winnipeg than it
does in the eastern parts of Canada. Any-
thing. therefore, calculated to reduce the
price cf firewood is a matter of very great
importaice to that city, and it is ealculated
that il we had navigation throughout the
‘yvear, or througbout the season of naviga-
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!tion, betwean innipeg and the lake. the
i price of cordwood, by reason of the very
Marge quantity of that article which is found
along the shores of Lake Winnipeg, would
he reduced probably $2 a cord. For that
Creason alene it has always been the idea
~of Winnipeg that they were not unreason-
able in asking that Government money io
a0 cousiderable extent shionhl e expended
e akRing the necessary improvements at
St Andrew’'s Rapids. T may say, Mr. Speak-
“er. that we bave had at various times very
“sirong  promises  tfrom  Ministers o the
Crown.  We have also had very strong pro-
nuses  from Conserviative nominees, wlho
have always been clected to IParlinment, ex-
cept on the last occasion, that the Govern-
neunt would do its duty in this matter., The
tpeople of Winnipeg have lost no opportu-
vity during the past ten or twelve yvears.
when Ministers of the Crown have visited
that city. to lay before them very fully the
fwants of the city iu this matter. [ have
; referred only to the question of cordwood,
‘but there are many other resources in and
around the lake which make it most desir-
Euhle that there should be navigation be-
ftween the two points. There is lumber,
"there are the fisheries, there are many mine-

i ral deposits around Lake Winnipeg which
icould-be developed if we had navigation.
! Only a few months ago, the Minister of the
i Interior and the Prime Minister were up
in that country, and the citizens of Winni-
peg took the opportunity, as they had done
on many previous occasions, of sending ¢
representative delegation to meet those houn.
gentlemen and lay this important question
before them. 1 am very sorry to be obliged
to state to the House that the delegation
was received, not as it thought it should be,
either by the Minister of the Interior, or the
First Minister, and while the Minister of the
Interior was not guilty of any direct disre-
spect to the deputation, the Prime Minister
was, because, when the citizens of Winni-
peg, a very large and influential deputation
of them, as I have said, waited on those two
hon. gentleimen, and brought this matter be-
fore them, and endeavoured to. persuade
them that they were fairly entitled to the
expenditure of public money on that work,
the Prime Minister said he had just return-
ed from a long visit to the North-west, and
during that visit he had been interviewed a
great many times by Indians, and he notic-
ed that every tribe of Indians wanted some-
thing, and he found when in Winnipeg they
were no better—they were like the [ndians.
in the North-west, with whom he had come
in contact. It may be imagined that ihe
people of a city possessing the ideas and
prospects of Winnipeg would not be very
much flattered by having such a reply made
to a representative delegation urging on the
Government a public work of this character.
[ understand that now, when the elections
are not far distant, the Government are be-
ginning to think of doing something in this
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