ENGLISH

10

Proceedings of the Quebec City Summit

Promote the development, autonomy and institutional strengthening of local
government in order to promote favorable conditions for the sustainable
economic and social development of their communities;

Strengthen the institutional capacity of local governments to allow full and
equal citizen participation in public policies without any discrimination, facili-
tate access to those services fundamental to improving citizens’ quality of life,
and strengthen decentralization and the integral development of these services
in part through commensurate and timely funding and initiatives that permit
local governments to generate and administer their own resources;

Promote sharing of information, best practices and administrative expertise
among local government personnel, associations of local governments,
community associations and the public, in part by facilitating access to infor-
mation and communications technologies by municipalities and by encour-
aging cooperation and coordination among national, subregional and
regional organizations of mayors and local government;

Stimulate international cooperation in training directors and managers of
local government;

Support convening a meeting in Bolivia of ministers or authorities at the
highest level responsible for policies on decentralization, local government
and citizen participation in municipal government, and consider closely the
recommendations of the Sixth Inter-American Conference of Mayors and
other relevant processes;

Support the OAS Program of Cooperation and Decentralization in Local
Government, including, with the support of the IDB, the development of
programs and the effective inclusion of citizens in decision-making
processes;

2. Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

Recognizing that the universal protection and promotion of human rights, including
civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights, as well as respect for the norms and
principles of international humanitarian law based on the principles of universality,
indivisibility and interdependence are fundamental to the functioning of democratic
society, stressing the importance of respect for the rule of law, effective and equal
access to justice and participation by all elements of society in public decision-making
processes:

Implementation of International Obligations and Respect for International
Standards

Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and
as the case may be, all universal and hemispheric human rights instruments,
take concrete measures at the national level to promote and strengthen respect




