
At the same time world scien-
tists predict that there will be
less ralnf ail in some of the
world's great breadbaskets,
including the centre of North
America and parts of China
and the Soviet Union.
Finally, acidic air pollution has
become a serious problemn in
Canada and parts of the United
States, Europe and Asia over
the past two decades. Around
the world 200 to 250 million t
a year of sulphur and nitrogen
gases are released into the
atmosphere to form sulphuric
and nitric acids.
A growing number of scien-
tists and political leaders say
that the world has to reduce its
air pollution dramatically in
order to save the atmosphere
and the life which depends on
it. But this will be a difficuit
challenge. About 90 per cent
of global energy cornes from
carbon-based fuels: oîl, coal,
gas and wood. The burning of
these fuels and smelting of
millions of tonnes of ruetal ores
supports industrial societies.
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it unfit for use. In other
cases, people are pumping
out shallow underground
water supplies far faster thani
nature can replenish them.

In the last few centuries,
people have cut and burned
one-third of the world's origi-
nal forests, and the rate of
loss has been accelerating
rapidly in the past couple of
decades. A century ago there
were about 15 million 1cM 2

of tropical forests, but now
there are only 9 million. A
common estimate is that
every year the world loses as
Much as 150 000 to 200 000

of other forests in central
Europe starting to decay, and
similar damage is found in
Parts of eastern Canada and
the northeastern United
States.
Worldwide, 10 trees are
being cut for every 1 planted;
in Africa the ratio is 29 to 1.
Environment experts suggest
planting trees on an area the
size of France every year in
order to repair some of the
damage to the biosphere and
to cope with the needs of a
growing world population.
As the forests are cut back
and grasslands over-grazed
or farmed too intensively, the


