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investigated and reported by the
Secretary-General. Canada, like many
other nations, has welcomed President
Reagan's call for and President Mitterrand's
offer to host a conference to reverse the
erosion of the 1925 Geneva Protocol ban-
ning the use of chemnical weapons. What
these events underline is the urgency of
concludîng as soon as possible a corn-
prehensive, verifiable global ban on
chemical weapons, as it is being negotiated
at the Conference on Disarmamnent.

For many, including the Canadian
Government, the progress ln these
negotiations must seem frustratingly
slow, But in our judgment, this is flot
because of a lack of serious effort and
intent on the part of participants in the
negotiations. Rather, it reflects the
genuinely difficuit technical and legal
issues invoived, particularly in relation to
various aspects of the verification provi-
sions of the treaty under negotiation.
The Canadien delegation, in close co-
operation with the delegation of Poland,
will work to ensure that this Committee
again registers by consensus its view on
the urgency of concluding the negotia-
tions toward a global, verifiable chemical
weapons ban.

The conclusion of a cornprehensive
ban on nuclear testing has long been,
and remains, a fundamental Canadian
objective. The progress beir>g made in
this area by the United Sates and the
USSR le welcome and should be
energeticalîy pursued. Wlth other delega-
tions, we will again be sponsorinq a

iter space. 1 his has been
scussion at the Con-
armament since 1985.
ide major contributions to
ns. whlch we believe

treaties, lncluding the 1972 Treaty on the
Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems,
remains critically important. Equally clearly,
this is a subject area of legitimate multilatera
concern, and decisions on whether addi-
tional legal measures may be required are
of broad International Interest.

For more than three decades, the inter-
national arms control and disarmament
agenda has been dominated by issues
related to, nuclear weapons. This domi-
nant concern was clearly recorded in the
Final Document of the First Special Ses-
sion Devoted to Disarmament. This
preoccupation was not misplaced and
there must be no slackening of efforts to
reduce reliance on nuclear arms.

However, tens of millions have been
slaughtered by the use of conventional
weapons. Moreover, technological
advances are resulting in quantum leaps
in both the destructive capabilities of
non-nuclear weapons and the costs of
their development and production. It is
especially tragic that countries which
can ili afford the diversion of resources
from pressing social and economic
needs feel compelled to resort to large-
scale acquisition of such weaponry. The
Canadian delegation is, therefore, eager
to engage with other delegations in con-
structive and dispassionate dialogue on
how best to bring the conventional arms
race, in both its quantitative and
qualitative dimensions, under more effec-
tive control. At the heart of such a pro-
ject le how to reduce the sense of
lnsecurlty which leads States to rely
lncreaslngly on arms as a basis for
securlty and, equally, tiow to bring arms-
related technological developments
under more effective policy direction.

I began my statement wlh some brief
reflectioris on the ambivalent nature of
hope in human affaire. Hope, while sub-
ject to deceptior,, le a necessary pre-
condition for any klnd of human achieve-
ment. Our sense of the present situation
is that there is a bit more hope in the air
than we have recently been accustomed
to. We must build on this and we must
bulld carefûlly. Peace muet become
embedded in our institutions and our
habits. The Unitedl Nations must be the
premier forum for this collective en-
deavour. Let us use il well." CI
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