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§ 00 in Afghanistan, 1 st Condemnation of the Soviet Union’s action in Afghanistan
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§ on er?:l'atlon with European Community The Soviet Union’s invasion of an independent nation is a “gross violation of interna-

tional law”’, and “a clear reversal of the process of decolonization begun more than a

century ago”’, stated Ambassador W.H. Barton, Canada’s Permanent Representa-
d Nations
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quarter
tive to the United Nations, during the Emergency Session of the Unite

Security Council on Afghanistan in New York on January 7. Respect for the principles

and obligations of international law was “a cornerstone of the United Nations”® which
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the Soviet Union, and one for the rest of the world,” he declared.
More than 50 nations had manifested their profound concern over the vio
Afghanistan of one of the fundamental principles of the United Nations Charter.
“Canada has had no option therefore but to associate itself with all those — and there
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— who have condemned the Soviet action in A fghanistan as a

the territorial integrity and political independence of a
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are very many of them

blatant use of force against
ring state.” The remainder of Ambassador Barton’s statemen

Break
th .
"ough in artificial heart valve, 6

QUI’SQ h
e .
o Ips wives cope, 6 smaller neighbou

Uarg;
fi an for the unborn, 6 ..We are being asked to believe that

f Demand up Afghanistan was threatened by outside
# N P for Canadian oil, 6 aggression, and that the military might of
) a::_'s e a great power — the Soviet Union — was
f 'Ver;ary excsh— silver collection, necessary to rescue Afghanistan from its
f . ange, 7 plight. Surely no one believes it — and it

disappoints my Government to think
either that the Soviet leaders have talked
themselves into believing it, or are seri-
ously asking others to believe such a
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§ Canada’s view

| The view of the Canadian Government is

X that, before the Soviet invasion and in-

’[1! deed now, the situation in Afghanistan

i was one of civil war rooted in the re-

| sistance of a .substantial part of the

g Afghan population which has been in- f

i creasingly alienated by the policies of a

] regime which had come to power by un-

| democratic means. All evidence suggests

\ that the Soviet Union is deeply impli-

?dr., One cated in the coup d’état of December

1 weel;hund'edﬂnd . 1979, and indeed one of the reasons for

0 “€ighty-nine years ago this the Soviet military intervention was to .
Ambassador Barton expressed Canada’s
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place in power a wholly subservient
regime.

As we have seen, it is easy enough
to parachute an alien regime into a coun-
try, call it revolutionary and then call all

concern over the Soviet intervention in
Afghanistan in a statement to the Emer-
gency Session of the United Nations Se-
curity Council in New York, January 7
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