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On account Of the Property Owners (including owners of franchises of ali

many difficulties which sorts) obtain special benefits from the municipal services

provided, entirely distinct from that of the resident.
are now being exPeri- Special Classes of Residents recelve special benefits

enced by our Munici- from some of the municipal services.

palities in the matter We may therefore say that It would be equitable to

of Tax Collections and (livide the municipality's taxes into three classe.,;, viz.:

1-Householders or occupation tax.
of the rnany and vari- 2-Property taxes.
Ous disputes and corn- 3-Specýa1 or miscellaneous taxes.
plaints that have of

late arisen over the Tax on Householders and Occupants of Buildings.

question of equitable Here in Canada this is more or les» a new departure.

assessment, I have been The Province of Quebee, however, bas provided for the

asked by the Editor to -Position of a tax on tenants and occupants (excluding

add my quota ta what ré,sident propristors). (Sec R.S.Q. 1909, Art. 5732.) viz.--

bats already been writ- 1-The Counell mày impose and levy annually:-

ten on this very, lm- on &Il tenants paying rent in the munIcipality, an

portant question. Annual Tax net exceeding eight cents in the dollar on

the arriount of their rent.

will g 2-Every persan, occupying property or part of any

the main points of my property of which he is neither the owner nor the

paper by taleIng the Ifflsee, shall be liable for the payment of this tax.

case of a éomplete 3 Ed. IR, c. 38, s. 476."
ity. By a Com-,municipal The limitation ta 8 per cent annual value of occupied

plete municipalitY, 1 Property, clearly Indicates that this form of taxation was
City or a townmean a never Intended te provide the main funds of a munizi-

wilich bas within itself palityi

&Il the essential eléments of a city or a town, Viz-: There je again an obvious Injustice in excluding the re-

J.-The most important'centre of a, district or. stretch sident proprietor in the capacity pf hiB own tenant, who la

of country, ta which ail the inhabitants of such district equitably equally chargeable with this tax as the ordinary

gravitate and upon which. they depend for their manifold tenant.

wants In the way of supplies of ail sorts. There is much wigdom. In Imposing taxes on real estate

2.-Suffl .cieht trades and Industries ta keep in constant whether improved and occupied or not principally pérý-

employineiat all or most of its working population, neces- haps by obliging proprietors ta develop marne.
sary ta the welfare The . financial crisis, of the past few years must, how-

of the munielpality.

S.-Eritirely Independent from the welfare and prosperity ever, have thoroughly démonstrateil to MI municipal ad-

of any adJoining municipality; not 9, suburban district. ministrators how unsteady and fluctuating Is this forin

4.-Independent of the welfare of any one business, or of taxation, particularly noticeable have been these flue-

of even one industry. tuations in Western Canada.

Objeets of Municipal Taxation., 13y imposing a Tax en the net annuai value of &Il pro-

It is obvious that one should at the outset ekâmine into

the nature of the objects of taxation, 1 wili here enumerate Perties to take olra of a groat share of the, municipalý an-

nuai expenditure, there, would be brouoht home te aH re-

some of the principal ones, viz.. Ira provide means for:- sicientsi their individuel responsibiJity in the maintenance

1. Administration -of Public Services: and admrnistration of the municipality, and thore, would

M. Qrgarillzation and.ConÎral, Machinery for eledtion Or aP- thus be created a more inelligent and civic, spirit-, ait the

ýpointment of golverning.body (Mayor, Aiderrnen, etc.) residents would take more notke, how their money was

a'nd appoin ' tment Of executlve officers, etc. - being spent.

Publie Workt3-maiiiténance of Police, Drainage System,
The fixing of the net annuai value of PubUc Utility. Un-

sidewalkE, Park%, etc dertakIngs involvef very expert knowled", 111 Enkrànd
publie Safety-MaIntenance of Palice and Pire Protection

(where the bulk of municipal taxes, are upon occupation),
Departaierits. Adminiettetion of Justice, etc.

Publie Bealth-Garbage--reMoval and dest .ruetion. Pre- Much. 1 bas been. written up the aosemWg of.-

Vention and'écntrol of contagious dàeaiýe, RAILWAYS, TRAMWAYS. VN1>EETAE1ý;CW,

11dspltalz, etc. IJNDE1ýTAK1NGS,
poor. 8 bsidjiing or main- 1 MINES, and'Q-CAPnYS No franchises are eyery

Publie Aeaistan u -NOS,

teriance of charitéLble tn«Ututions. granted which would exempt any one of theseý,Utilltielj'

Edu cation al-Provligion and maintenance . of Primary, Sec- frOM liability ta municipal as sessineut- Purther, âil muni-

OlPal enterprIsen are alac, enth-ely 11able ta these as

ondary and Technicâl Sèhoûle and Collekes. se.00.

Subventions to evenýng., Continuation Êchmls and motilli.

University ExtensIým Eduéationûj Courses, etc. Such works as Faraday oý Penfold on. Ratlhg, deal ýVery.

2_ý,Acqqu!&it1cn of Propérty and Other Astots Necousary te exhaustivelY wfth these subfects, and although both worka.

-the officient administration of the foregoinq services, are very formidable atudies ta ý underý&ke, they Would m'are

IV st.: than repay the Municipal administratoT ta carefully study

Land, Buildings, Local IMprovemento of aJI sorts, , Swne-

plant, etc., etc. The Prinèiple Of as$e"ing the PfflC Utilitiez: upon thiir

Loan Char es,ý Stilki or rePaY- gram profits seems very, equitable and- workable. F
9 ýng Fund ' Inst&lments

ynènts-In respect of ali 9ààets aOquired out of bar- Net Annuel ValueýAn Interpretàtion of this exprlessi

rowed Xhoney. mlght here be 9PPrQVrIateý The Lrngjigh Interpretatiou ha&

3--Prôvid!ngý OporMinq or ÛubsîdWàgýPt#b1ic Uillities of often, bien defined In vartous etsttutég-, ànâ reads after thin
style.

ail tarte,
)#é Mùsi nový conjfder the' môjg eqult&Mo distribution, 'ýThe amount, a reasonable ýénant would pay às in

of the hurd'en of provid-iiig à fé-r ail thoge muntelpal re - nual rènt tàr ahy, herffltament, leks the »mount -of.
V and 'commereial'busi- 'Alinual

ýqù1réYnents.. very private, res1i»nt chargoçl againat *Ameý tôglether vd'
neU, in the rnup jan a1loviunce or repa pr*ation $Utfigg4ht

icipalitY enjpys jà,4iýxme me4sure thebene- f Irs and, dé

fits pf tke municipal services pr6vido4 andýwe can there- the zaïd. horeditaMt'àt, niùtIon

fore. adcept die prIncýple that at :le"t every hou»holder to opuibýilý4 "qh rentý,:, Or, in .0ihçm wbee.

..and ::eveiýy -bçýupaht -of any bulIdIng jhould Make some 'ýU0,1 'Rer.ýtý T~ Anla"V 'rad. knd

gontribution W the funds of the'. in pOityý D&IIX and, dépréoatton.


