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EXPLAINS AIMS OF
THE BIRD TREATY

Pamphlet shows how all

will benefit

““ No Spring Shooting Means More
Migratory Game ” is the title of a
ppamphlet issued by the Dominion
Parks Branch, Department of the
Interior with a view to directing
public attention toward more gen-
eral practice of the principles of
conservation and preservation, and
with the purpose of making clearer
the aims and objects of the Migra-
tory Birds Convention Act, the inter-
national law for bird life protection.
The Commissioner of Dominion
Parks, J. B. Harkin, is the adminis-
trator of the 'Act, copies of which,
and also copies of the pamphlet re-
ferred to, may be obtained from the
Dominion Parks Branch, Ottawa.
SHOWS ADVANTAGE BY FIGURES.

The pamphlet says in part:—

“Jack Miner tried for years to at-
tract Canada geese to his ponds with
a few live Canada geese as decoys.
There were not many geese passing, or
they refused to accept his hospitality.
The numbers visiting his premises were
something like this per year: 0, 0, 0, 17,
80, 150, 500, 5 acres of geese. These
geese, numbering* over 1,000 per year,
were not shot at in the spring. Now
these flocks of geese come swarming to
his place with the last member of the
flock out of sight against the horizon,

“Why did the geese congregate in
such multitudes? Because one man
protected them on his few acres of sanc-
tuary; yes, and fed them, and did not
shoot them at all.”

The pamphlet employs simple figures
to show the destructive nature of
spring shooting. Suppose spring shoot-
ing is allowed, it reasons. Sixty birds
start sough in a flock. Fall shooting,
one-fourth are killed, which leaves forty-
five. Starvation, accident, and death in
winter reduce these to thirty-four. One-
fourth of these are killed by spring
shooting; twenty-six are left. During
the spring migration one-fourth die,
leaving twenty. Suppose ten pairs of
birds raise four young each, which adds
forty to the flock, bringing it back to
its original number, so that next fall's
flock will be just sixty birds, and the
specles is stationary, unless some catas-
trophe occurs to increase its losses.
Another group of figures is given

demonstrating that if spring shooting |J

is not allowed, and all other losses are
the same, next fall'’s flock will be 78,
and the species is increasing.
TREATY EXPLAINED.
The pamphlet explains that in the
Migratory Birds Treaty entered into by
Canada and the United States the two
countries agree to stop all spring shoot-
ing of migratory game birds, The pam-
ph'lelta;a“ —
i4 ny other birds are protected b
this treaty, some of which, such a:
certain shore birds, swans, cranes, wood
ducks, and eider ducks are protected for
& number of years. One of our two
species of swans, a curlew, and a crane
are in the gravest danger of extermina-
tion now, and other species will follow
unless every one helps to keep our pro-
mise to protect these migratory birds.
“The agreement is not intended to
stop the legitimate use of game birds
for sport and food in fact, it is already
proven that it will increase the supply
which can be taken, without endanger-
ing the species, because the game birds
which are about to nest in the spring
will not be harassed or killed on their
northern journey.
“Perhaps you enjoy watching “the
first light of dawn from your hide in
_ the rushes as you wait for sunrise and
‘the flock which will pitch on hovering
wings towards your decoys. Whether
the game bag is full or empty when you
return to camp, you have lived, for one
~ morning at least, in the open. Do not

forget that curly-headed boy at home,
for he may want to enjoy your favour-
ite sport in years to come. Leave some

‘game for him.”
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Port Essington Float.

Sealed tenders addressed to the
undersigned, and endorsed “ Tender for
Landing Float and Approach at Port
Essington, B.C.” will be received at
this office until 12 o'clock noon, Thurs-
day, July 31, 1919, for the construction
of a landing float and approach at Port
Essington, Skeena district, B.C.

Plans and forms of contract can be
seen and specification and forms of
tender obtained at this Department; at
the office of the District Engineer at

“Prince Rupert, B.C.; and at the Post

Office, Port Essington, B.C.

Tenders will not be considered unless
made on printed forms supplied by the
Department and in accordance with con-
ditions contained therein.

Each tender must be accompanied by
an accepted cheque on a chartered bank
payable to the order of the Minister of
Public Works, equal to 10 per cent of
the amount of the tender. War Loan
bonds of the Dominion will also be ac-
cepted as security, or War Bonds and
cheques if required to make up an odd
amount.

NoTe.—Blue prints can be obtained at
this Department by depositing an aec-
cepted bank cheque for the sum of $10,
payable to the order of the Minister of
Public Works, which will be returned

if the intending bidder submit a regular
bid.
By order.
R. C. DESROCHERS,
Secretary.
Department of Public Works,
Ottawa, June 26, 1919.

——0

At Three Rivers.

Sealed tenders addressed to the
undersigned, and endorsed “ Tender for
Concrete Sidewalks, Grading and Seed-
ing, Public Building, Three Rivers,
P.Q.,” will be received until 12 o’clock
noon, Tuesday, July 15, 1919, for the
construction of concrete sidewalks,
grading and seeding, Public Building,
Three Rivers, P.Q. :

Plans and specification can be seen
and forms of tender obtained at the
offices of the Chief Architect, Depart-
ment of Public Works, Ottawa; the
Overseer of Dominion Buildings, Cen-
tral P.O., Montreal; and the District
Engineer, Three Rivers, P.Q.

Tenders will not be considéred unless
made on the forms supplied by the De-
partment and in accordance with the
conditions set forth therein. N

Each tender must be accompanied by
an accepted cheque on a chartered bank
payable to the order of the Minister of
Public Works, equal to 10 per cent of

the amount of the tender. War Loan
bonds of the Dominion will also be ac-
cepted as security, or War Bonds and
cheques if required to make up an odd
amount. $id
By order.
R. C. DESROCHERS,

Secretary.
Department of Public ‘Works,

Ottawa, June 26, 1919,
—_—

Illiterate Population.

Of the total population of the Prairie
Provinces 10 years of age and over, 76
per cent are illiterate, of which the
Canadian-born, including the Indians,
comprise 331°6 per cent, the foreign-
born 67°5 per cent, and the British-born
1 per cent, as stated in the Canada Year
Book for 1918.
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B.C. Land Settlement,

The British Columbia Land Settle-
ment Board has achieved considerable

success in placing returned soldiers on

farms on the mainland. Since the be-
ginning of the work of the Board $1,-

250,000 has been advanced to soldiers ¥

to assist them in this vocation, says a
statement issued by the Western Branch
of the Department of Immigration and
Colonization.




