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new birth. His preaching was ethical; men must
give up unj ust gain, be reconciled to their enemnies,
and love one another. His power over the people
was extraordinary; b)v a look or a word lie would
gain a disciple. In our days wc ean lîardly realize
tbe adoration bestowed on Saint lFrancis by men of
ail ranks. His complete self -renounciation, his ten-
derness, his boundless love for aIl, bis perfeat

huiiity, coînbined with perfeét conviction of divine
inspiration wbicb shone forth in word and glance,
impressed ail with the faét tbat " this was tbe power
of God." Francis had besides a noble bearing and

a voice at once soft and sonorous and full of appeal-
ing tenderness. 1 know of no mari wbo seeined to

have so -mnchi power to compel tbe love of tbe
buman beart.

Tbe Saint had, at first, nu tbougbit of forinding a

monastic order, or ever of associating witb biînself
companion preacbers. But nîanv of ail classes-
nobles, înercbants, peasants-flocked to biin, and

tbns tbe order of IlBrotbers Minor " was formied,
wbicb, alterwards, in spite of tbe vebiement opposi-
tion of Francis, developecl iinto a regular monastic
order, and xvas absorbed into tbe grcat organisin of
tbe Roman Cburcbi.

It was tbrougbi tbeir lives cbiefly tbat tbe Brothers
Minor strove to work. IlThe true servant," said
Francis to a doétor of theoiogy, Ilutnceasingly re-
bukes tbe wicked, bnt be does it most of ail by
bis conduét, by the trutb which sbines forth iii bis
words, by the iight.of bis example, by ail the radi-
ance of bis life." To bim tbe greatest tbing was
Ithe grace to conqner oneseif, and willingly to suifer

pain, outrages, disgrace, and evil treatmnt for tbe
love of Cbrist."

To tbose wbo (1uestioned iini as to tbe source of
bis mysterious power, be gave answer: l'Tbou
wisbest to know why it is 1 wbomn men follow?
Thou wisbest to know ? It is hecause tbe eyes of
the Most High have willed 'it thus: . . . as Ris inost
boiy eyes have flot found among sinners any smaller
mani, nor any more insufficient and more sinful,
therefore He bas chosen me to accomplish tbe
marveilous work wbicb God bas nndertaken; chosen
me because He could find no one more wortbless,
and He wisbed bere to confound tbe nohility and
grandeur, the strength, the beauty, and the learning
of this world."

He would have notbing to do with learning or
books, and everý brother took the vow of poverty.
But these men were no mere ascetics, and Francis
bad tbe propbet's contempt for formai observances.
IlThe sinner can fast," he would often say; IIbe
can prav, weep, macerate himself, but one tbing be
c .annot do, be cannot be faitbful to God." Tbe
lives of the brothers were spent preaching and in

doing menial services aînong the poor aîmd the sick,
and often in private families.

IThe Poverello '' viewecl wjtb aiarmn Cardinal
Ugoliiii's proposai to replace tbe corrupt bistiops l)y
Brotbers Minior. "'If mny friars bave bcen called
Miumors," be cried, Il it is not that tbey iiay becoine
Majores.",

Often be was compeiled to assert bis inspiration
against the autbority of the Chur-cb for tbe Pope
was anxioiis tbat lie sbould adopt a more eiaborate
IRule," and relax tbe vow of poverty. IlDo îlot

corne speaking to nie of tbe Rule of St. Benrediét, of
St. Augustine, of St. Bernard, or of any other," lie
exclaimned to Cardinal Ugolinii, II but soiely of tbat
wbich God in His mnercy bias seen fit to sbew ine."
Tbis struggle witb the Churcb, was bis bitterest
triai, and tbe pressure of autbority and bis failimig
strengtb finally comnpelied limi to yield tîme govem mm-
ment to anotber.

The umodern mari wbo bas inost affinity witb St.
Francis, is Jobn Ruîskinî, wbo, by the wvay, once
dreamed tbat lie had been adinitted as a Brother
Minor. Had be livcd in the twelftli century lus
dreamr would biave been a reality. The Sairît's
reverent love of nature is l)erliaps what so ermdears
bim to Ruskin. Ris love went ont to every creatuire;
he feit bimself witb everytbing. Tbe sun, the xvird,
and fire were bis brothers ; tbe birds andi flowers
were bis sisters. Mauy are tbe pre-tty stoi-ies told
of himi in tbis conneétion. II It is my tui to
speak," be cried to tbe swallows that drowned lus
voice witb tbeir cbirpings; Il little sîster swallows,
bearken to tbe word of God ; keep sulent and bie
very quiet tili 1 bave finisbed." The wild creatîîres
wouid mun to bimi for refuge, and the birds by tlîe
roadside gatiîered fearlessly about bim.

Francis, tbougb bis influence bas been extraoi-di-
nary, did not acconmplisb bis brilliant dreain of
regenerating tbe world. The prophet in bis strengtb,
bopes ail tbings, conscions of divine power. He

does not realize buw big tbe world is, and bow evil
and inert men are. Yet bis lahors and anguisb
give us wbat hlessedness we bave. Wbat would
the world be bad tbe propbets not worked and
suifered,-did tbey not work and suifer?

'Tis in the advance of individual minds
That the slow crowd should groond their expectation
Eventually to foilow; as the sea
Waits ages in its bed 'till some one wave
Ont of the multitudinous mass, extends
The em pire of the whole, some feet perhaps,
Over the strip of sand which'could confine
Its fellows so long time; thenceforth the rest,
Even to the meanest, hurry in at once,
And so much is clear gained."

-Parecelsus.


