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4 rapid Vegetation. This accomplished, the peasants eut the
WoOd, burn it on the spot because unsaleable, s0w tiax or
'bheat for 8soe years on the soul enriched by the ashes, and
**heui S'gus of exhaustion again occur, let it lie fallow ag-ain.
Tlhi8 old imethod of working the soil is even now practised

'f SO 8Uthern and western Europe. Traces of a more regular
syst.er Of an alternative management, consisting in using the
'0"I, One while as cultjvated fields, and another while covered
*ith Varieties of forest growtb, are observed in some parts
'f Cen~tral BRissia, as in the district of Mojaïsk, governinent

of MSCO; o, after a cutting hias been cleared away, a
rop of rye oats, buckwheat and other economical domestic

Pl"""n staken off for two or three years, and the ground
th"reforested, by sowing, or more rarely by planting. The

e -pens8e Of reforesting is zenerally more than reimbursed by
the benefits obtajned from the cultivation of the soil during
the iliterinediate tiine.

Th, 8ystem of periodically cutting the shoots from the
roots 'If the willow and other trees is only met with in ex-

"ePtiona1 cases, and especially in places exposed to inunda-
tiotI5, aas the borders of rivers and lakes in the western and
southerni provinces.

Parisian i als

miurder of the Shah has, lamentable as is the
crime, happened at a moment when England is acting

heî< new' and gritty foreign policy, to be artned for every
tetaiyand to instantly strike wbenever hier interestsA"tbreatened or attempts made to belittle hier. Wherehe'9Was sneered and ridiculed a few short montbs ago, she

DO W respected and feared. It is useless for Russia trying
ýO ac he away British interests and influence in Persia;4h istemeans at band to resist any Russian advance,
arid eau patientîy await the unfolding of events, like the
18tealthY Muscovite himself. Every day adds to hier power
and preparedness. Herat can neyer become Russian, nor
the Peri o Gulf becomne hier lake. India is at hand, and
the Eiteo Afghanistan is staunch in the maintenance of

by when Russia could invade India. The question for hier
n" 1, coula she beat off a British invasion of Asiatic

't 5l.l England bas only to keep capable and resolute
fictionarie in Persia and the Shab's successor wili 500fl

kuOýn which side of his bread is the butter. It is by
Persia that England couid command a flank attack on the

rneaiii railway route of Russia to Merv, that and 'ble comn-
ibuled of the Black Sea wiil ever make the Czar pause.

It was a most righteous judgmrent of Sir John Bridge
to refuse the extrajition of Dr. Hertz. France is appar-
tutlY ashamed of the flimsiness of the demand for handing
O'ver the refugee to the Gaiiic lictors. Only an extract,
re or, less elegant, from a cipher telegram, twenty-seven

vlord,, the one-seventh of the despatch, picked from the
~t' tbe latter not even produced, nor the kev to the
ýiPher hanIded in. The translation of the cipher telegrams
the Aro rial was so comical that the tbree judges

Ould flot resist a splitting of their sides. And to think, no
ro4tter wbat his sins were, that France, since nearly three
Year' ago, kept Hertz under preventive arrest. And the
jourD11 express no indignation. Happiiy, England is plac-

'u h foreign part of bier buse in order. Sbe must sec
bt steerror she commits by the delusion of avoiding
'ing 'rench "lsusceptibilities "-a consideration not

belrct There is no desire to treat the Frencli as
prence, ut merely as England does other nations.Th
Of th e isunderstand, misconstrue all other plan of action
aute d r1tîsh. When that régime of business cordiality is
ta&tded 1POn, and the system of biarney and fiummery dis

wil, d F rance and England wili get aiong better. Neyer
l:ol, relations be better înaintained than when both nations

Itely Comprehiend they do flot care a straw about

OUthher an that neither is at ail necessary for the
liru existence. That will neyer prevent their mutuaily

'9irng Up

'al Oe uncpa elections express no political lesson or
,ic w ay or the other. Those of Paris signify to the

re ai lors Ilas you were." The capital, as a rule, alwavs
1faithful to its municipal inembers. They may have

political sins of the deepest scarlet and the wiidest utopias
to niake mankind in generai, and Parisians in particular,
great, glorious, and free. But the counciliors abiy adruin-
ister the city's revenue, and their political opinions have no
weight with any ministry who vetoes any expression of
opinion in that sense. Only the inunicipaiity will not
sanction the metropolitan railway nor extend any lines into
the suhurbs. That would induce citizens to live outside tbe
city, ; so cause a fail in rents, diminisb the revenue levied
on food supplies, transfer the profits on material life to the
municipalities of the environsI Wby, it may be asked, du
the citizens submit to be so manacled ?Tbey are partners
with tbe municipality. The latter bias raised several
immense loans for the iruprovement of Paris ; the subscrib-
ers to the boans are cbiefly the inhabitants of the city. No
scrip is considered to be sounder, no interest more certain,
no investm>ent more run after. A girl's dowry is chiefly iii
àihares in the Paris boans. WelI, if tbe revenue of the city
'seriously fell, the intercst on the bonds would be compro-
inised and the value of the scrip reduced. Now, gentie
reader, you understand why Parisians do not threaten a
revolution, and why tbey neyer will, if thcy be denied
their metropolitan bines. The genieral municipal elections
just held cbearly attest that the country is fatigued, wants
rcst and desires only to work and to save. War is dreaded
as the greatest of calamities, for none can see, but al
sbrewdly guess in what it would ultimately terminate.

Excepting professional politicians and the newspapers
the new Méline cabinet does not create any marked atten-
tion. Besides, it may be turned out to-morrow as it will
have a bard fight to live, and its scratch majority inay dis-
solve at any moment. But any other Ministry would just
be as precarious. At present Ministers seem to be cngaged
-the usual task with new brooms-undoing ail the work of
their predecessors. liappily that old Turk's head, the
evacuation of Egypt, bias been laid. The joke lias been
worn tbreadbare, and the shortest pleasantries are.the best.
Having decided to embark in the construction of railways
in the Soudan, with running powers over ail Italian lines to
be made, the Mabdists are only viewed by the Englisb as
trespassers on the proposed routes and to be cleared away,
they will be Ilsmashed."

0f course the acquittai of Lothaire, wbo murdered the
Britisb subject Stokes, cannot end with the ruling of the
Congo assizes. An example must be made of Lothaire, for
it is f ull tîme to stamp down that impudent indifference of
slîooting a European, or stringing up an Englisbman as if
lie were a dog. Germany-and public opinion - quickly
reguiated the autocratie barbarity of Dr. Peters; it is to be
boped the punisbment to, be infiicted on Lothaire wili not be
iess exempiary, with this difference that Lothaire ought to
swing from, the samne tree as bis victim. Britain in these
times cannot afford to bave bier prestige laugbed at and
wbittled away by a Belgian captain. Give bim the benefit
of the 6ex talionis and prevent the fad of King Leopold from
risking similar tragedies in its advance to the Nule, wben it
is no secret bis Majesty is only the cat's paw for others in
quest of new hinterands-and that would ever reinain un-
developed hinterlands.

H ere, it is considered, tbat the Presidents of the Trans-
vaal and the Orange Free State are piaying a very danger-
ous game in trying to tbreslb a South African civil war out
of the Jameson raid. Unjustifiable in its way, but that
lias abways as attenuating circumstanoes the foui adminis-
tration of the Boers towards the foreigners who make Johan-
nesberg wbat it is-or was. It is useless trying to irritate
John B-all; lie lias in bis buriy character a way of biding
bis time ; hie in this sense is imitating bis rival Russia; bie
bias submitted, during fifteen years, to, the pin-stickings of
France in Egypt, but bie bias secured the Protectorate of the
Land of Pbaraoh in recompense. In fifteen years what will
be the situation of the two Sud-African republies ? Europe
bias time just now to, eye them, but if the continental Arma-
geddon breaks out wbere wouid be Pretoria and Bioemfontein b
By then Engiand wiil bave bier Rhodesia well populated
and raiiway Uines communicating with the sea. The Boers
ought to, study that.

In the recent Municipal Elections in France a curious
evolution in voting took place, and that was as valuable a
motive perbaps to arrive at a candidate's inerits as any
other. The cycling clubs voted straigbt and solid for ahl
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