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WVagner; " Fideýlio," Beetheveni; "D)er Freischutz,"Weber; "h1-ugluenots",
and 'ePiopliet," Meyerbeer ; " Don (xio\'ani ," "I [arriaige of Figaro " and
"Magic FILute," MNozart ; "lLa Juivt'," llalt'vy W Xilliam Tell ", and Il 

Barbiere Di Seviglia," iRossini; Il higeletto," Verdi; Il Faust," Gounod
"Masaniello," Auber ; "Merry Wives of Windsor," Nicolai ;"La Darne

Blanche," Bouldieu Hans Heiling," Marsebuer -, i Il A Night in
Oranadat," Kreutzer. In a programme such as titis it se osisa pity to have
included sucli operas as Il Don G4iovanni," " Il Barbiere and IlItigoietto,"
which are botter when sung in Italian, the languag e foi, xhich tbey wero
written, and are besides so hackneyecl as to, presenit littie attraction to
educated musicians. There are Englishi cpeýras wbich mark an era in music,
sucli as Mr. A. C. Mackenzie's Il Colombila," Dr. Stanfords' IlCanterbury
Pilgrims," Mr. Goring Thomas'" "Esmier-alda," etc. :these should be heard in
America, and would be more satisfactory in Gxerman tian Italian Opera
can be owing to the greater affinity in the language and train of tlionglit
of the twe countries. The production of Il Ians -leiiiug " is a praisewortity
feature in the proguramme. The composer, H. Marcliner, of wbose iiiusie
littie is known outside Germany, was a contemaDorary of Weher, between
whom and hiniself great friendship existed. Il 1823 rchnterwas appointed
joint Capeilmeister with Weber and Marlacchi, of the (lerman and Italian
Opera at Dresden. Weber had bopeci to obtain this appointinent for a
frtend of bis own, bnt did net allow the disappointînent te mnar bis relations
with Iiis confrère, whom hoe assistd ini thte production of bis eperas as lon gas lte lived. In 1829 Marschner's opera, "The Vamnpire," was performed
i11 London at the Lycenm, and ran for sixty niglits. In 1831 lie was

ppirited Court Capelmeister t Ilanover, where hie produced Il Hans
Heiling," the libretto of which bad beeti offered to LUendeissolin but

declitued by him. Kerr A. Mackzewski, in an article on iMarschner, says:
IAs a dramatic composer ef the romuantic school Marsclt'wr ranks next te

Weber and Spolir . . . . Marschnor's favourite snbjects wero ghosts and
demons, whose uncanny revels ho delineated with extraordinary pewer."
Cominig between WVeber and Wagner bie was oversitadowed by both, and as
his cbief aim in ail his writings xvas popuiarity, bis mnusic bas net stood the
test of timne. The opera in question is itis best work and, though net great,
has cleverness, much charrn, and somne clever orchestration. It stili takes
a bigb place in Gerrnany, and its production at the Metropolitan shows a
Wise determination te make that opera house attractive te musiciaits as weli
as te titose wbo are oniy drawn by haclkneyed works. The înost important
Operas on the list are of course those of Wagnter. In the presont day bis
position as a great composer is questioned by noue but fossil musicians,
aithougli mauy ieading critics take exception te lis later compositions in
wbiclt bis théories are carried ont te their logical conclusion. The onily
Opera of titis debataijic epoch ainouitceti for performance is "lDie Walküre,"
the second of the ratTetralogy of thte Nibelimngenlied, and its prodnction
w'ill bo eagerly welcomed by musicians as an earnest of the performance o?
the etttire work at somne future time.

lIn conuection with this sub jet special interest attaches te the recent
performance at tbe Albert Hall, Lotndon, of Wagner's last music drama,
IlParsival," witich on nocont of its sacred character canet be put on the
stage in England as an opera. When perfermed in Wagner's own tbeatre
at Bayreuth it produced a deeply seleutu effect, and was received by the
audience in incb the samne spirit as the Passion Play at Ober Ammergau.
It would, bowever, be unsoemiy te place it in an ordinary operatic reper-
teiro, as the spirit and even observances of Christian worsitip forum an
tmipertant part of its action. For this and other reasons Wagner neyer tn
lus life-timo wonld allow it te be perforined anywhere but at Bayreuth,
antd it is ltighly creditabie te the enterprise and musical entitusiasm of Mr.
Joseph Barnby tbat a workc requirimtg sucb vast vocal and instrumenttal
resources should bave been presonted te an English audience. Divested cf
Stage accessaries, it was iistened to as an Oratorio, and produced a great
Impressioun on a large and interested assernbly. The soloists were FraîÏ.-
lein Maiten, 1{err Gudeius, Herr Scaria, and llerr Schuegraf, of wbont
the first three were thte original creators of tbeir respective parts at Bay-
reuth, and wbose singtng on this occasion is bigbly praised. This latter
fact will be interosting te these who iteard the very indifferent performance
Of Herr Scaria in Wagrier's mlusic at thte festival given by Theodore
Thtomas with Itis orchestra in Montreal last summier.

Not long sinco a festival was held at Eisenach on thte occasion ef the
uiv<'iling cf the statue of J. S. Bacb, wito was boru in tîtat town. The
Interesting event was celebrated by twe concerts, at one o? which Bach's
-Xass in B3 Miner was perfornted, the orchtestra beimtg constituted cxactly
as i11 the timie o? the coutposer-tbat is, witl several instruments iucluded
iti it wbicb are 110W considered obselete. These are-the corno di caccia,
the oboe d'ameore, and a higli trumipet differing frein tîtat 110w in use. Th'le
cerne di oacc'ia, or litnting hemn, is the precurser cf thte French Item.
tJnfortunately on this occasion the player was i14, ani bis place suppiied

ýan ordinary hemn. Thme elboe l'neis a transpesittg instrument stand-
lig in A, and lias a hellow, globular bell instead o? a conlical one, griving it
amore veiled and patbetic tene ttaît the 4"acid-sweet " seund of the

Ordinary oboe, The trumipet used was iitnnuactured,, ulider the dire'ctiont

Of the player, Herr Kosleck, cf Berlint, and is an exact cepy Of One t 1 e
hunidred years old wbici ho feustd in a shop at ileidelbnrg. It Itas a Itigit
cofltpass, extending te E fiat in ait., and Las a different timbr'e froett the
rriodern trumpet. ZnBacht wrote much fer this high instrument, aird since it
ha8 falilen imite 'lisuse, parts writtcn for it bave been given te the' clarinet,
Prodmteing ani entireiy diferent (fet.Ilerr Kosleck, Ivlo is a very fimte
Pe'rfortiuer, buas lm'en alr"îady invitemi te visit 1mga~ noxtspitwe
this saine Mal'ss will be produced, and Itis rc-discovered instrument Wili 1)0
glad1y weicontedl by miusicians as iteIping te realize thtoexcefctiend
Y thte great miaster.

MESSIIS. SUORLING AND SONS send "lFestival Marcb," by Anten
Gunther, "lNina Valses," by T. Herbert Chestnut, "The May Quecu," by
Arthtur E. Fisher, and "lLa Brunette," by J. Davenport Kerrison ail for
the piano. The lirst pieco is an admirable composition o? inspiriting music,
wellaccentnated, an-d is sure te become popular, especiaily as it is net difficnlt.
The "lNina Valses " are also very protty, thougli the composer lias, involun-
tarily, nec doubt, distinctiy plagiarized the song "lIt is a Dream " in the
epening meovcm-etit. IlThe May Queun " and "lBrunettoe" are both polkas-
tbo fermer very catchy and original, tbe latter more pretentious, but with
inany attractive features.-Coin.

BOOK< NOTICES.

FLOWER.SONG SERtEs. By Susie B. Skeiding. New York : White, Stokmes, and Allen.
BABY'S KINGDo.%. Dosigned and Illustrated by Annie Cox. Boston: Leo anti Shepard.

Vits IlFlower-Song Series " includos feur satin-bonut anti silk-fringed bookiots
each ef whjch is a triumph et artistic taste anti lithographie skili. Thte first, -"Hoarts-
ease," lias feotr (liffoent shades et pausies, ou as many fuit pages, and bont in haud.
aime covers containing enlargeti prints et the samne flower. Anethor is entitioti "lA
Haniul of Biossotes, " andi ceusists et iovely pictures et appie btossomns, white ciover
anti violets, meruiug glerios, andi peppies and wheat, the whole aise ltandsomely boÙnd.
A third is a gilt.encased serios ef maple leaves, golden red, harebelîs, andi sweet peas.
and namod IlMaple Leaveos aud Golden lIed." The last incindes chaste bouquets o!
weod-fringes, paesles, columbine, aud daisies anti toms. Eacipioture is acoupanieti
by au appropriate peetical motte, and longer peetical soiections ccnpy the intet.ieaves.
A more cltarming sories bas net appearot iis holiday seasen.

" IBaby's Kingdom " is a unique andi beautiful production. As the titie toils ns, it;is a volume in which may be chronicled, as memories for grewn.up days, thte motiter's
$tory et the ovents, happenings, anti incidents atteriding the progreqs cf that important
domestic personage Il The Baby." It is a magnifleant gift-buuk, in the production ef
whiclt neither pains ner expense appear te htave been spareti. Illuminateti mottoes
tiecorate the varions pages whiero bianks are left for thte date of baby's birtît, a list et
gits, date of christeuing, naine, for a lotit et bai, for bis pictîure, for the date nipon
which itis first tooth appears, anti for the thousand-ani-one incidents connectel wititthe appearance anti career et the diminutive tyrant. "'Baby's Kingdom " is bounti in
gelti, with gilt etiges.

HALW A CENTURY OF ENOcusI HiaToRX. Pictorially Preeented lu a series ef Cartoons
trom the Collection cf Mr. Punch. New York anti London G . 1'. Pntnam's
Sens.

Seeiug that the first catoen is dateti 1846 anti the last 185i7, eue is incliued to coin-
plain et the 'lshertage," especiaily as the eue hndrod and fifty pictorial satires given
are se excellent. Net that they are perfect by auy meana : it was te ho expoctecl tbat
lu reducing tltom mchl et the sharpness et outline wouid lie lest ; bat the pendils of
Doyle, Leech, Tenîtiel, anti othors are piaiuly traceable tbrongabont. Il is remarkabie,
hewevor, that net a single cartoon relating to the Crimoan War, the Indian Mutiny,
or the France-German War appears, anti there is an hiatus from 1853 te 1857. More.
over, some et tbe subjeets seom te bave undergoeo change lu course et reproduction-
uetably IlThe Pelitical Tepsy " anti, if momery serves, IlThe Fight at St. Stephien's
Academy " anti IlColuinhia's Fix." Ipart from these slighit dritwbacks, hoivever, the
boek is admirabiy conceiveti, very valuable, ant iost amnsing. [t onght te commandi
a gooti sale in Canada, anti would form a moat appropriate gift-book te students ot
English bistery.

SICLEOTED PReSE W11ITINSa os' JoirN MILTON. N ew York : D. Appleton anti Company.
This pretty iittle volume incluIds the "1Areepagitica " anti «"The Tenure ef Kiugs

anti Magistratos " entire, as well as tbe leIter 1 Ou Education," anti extracts from, IlThe
Besson et Churoli Government," frem the tracts on the Smectymnuus centroversy,
frem the ",Bikouekiastes," anti froni alter writings. The introduction, by Mr. Ernes
Myors, atits considerahly te the value of the book, whichi ferma one et the cbarming
"1Parchment Library Sorios. " Messrs. Appleten htave laid the reading worlti untier a
great obligatien by this reproduction, for, great as Miltou'a ropntatjett is, there ia some
danger et bis prose writiugs boing forgotten iu the tiaily floeti ef literature that is poureti
over thte werld. Most truly lices Mr. Myers say, IlSmall indeeti is the residue et prose
froni auy peu tîtat can bie tuiiy enjoyeti two centuries, or aven eue, atter it is written."

TiuE MENTOR. By Aitfred Ayres. New York: Funk anti Waguails.
The anthor explains that this is "la uitile book for the guidiance et sucb men andt

beys as wonid appoar te ativantage in the seciety of persons of the botter sort." Lt is
citaractorizoti by mmceli common sense, andl Mr. Ayros cametuliy distinguishes botweeu
the se-cailodIl "petitenesa " wltich consista meroly et a gracetul extorior anti the truc
ceurtosy wvbich comes troni the beari. The book is mucît lesa dogmatie lin toue than
the average matinal et etiquette, anti wiii no deubt ho tondt et as muoli assistance as
caa be expecteti freni tbis ciasa ot werk.

WILLIAM AND MARY. A Tale et the Siege ot Louisbnrg. 13y Davidi Bickov. Toronte
William Briggs.

ALDEBSYDE. A Berder Stery et Seventy Years Age. 13y Annie S. Swan. With Six
Original Illustrations. Torontoe William Briggs.

Jecrc HALLIDAT. A Grasomarket Hero. By Robina F. Hardy. Toronto: William
Briggs.

The auther et thte first slery, who makes ne pretence te experience or ahility as a
nevelist, succoeds novertîjoloss in infusing c')nsiderable interest inte bis accotait of the
Louishurg incidetnt et 1745. Aithougli the site of the ence redoiil>ttle1 fortress is uow
onty mnarkod by nunda et mubbish, the spot bas, lu thte word s ef Mr. Hickey, " 1still a
strango charm." He lias attompteti to toit itis stey witb histoical atceuracy, but dis.
tiuctly seizes the epporluuity te Il proach "in bis book, anti thoîtgh ho succeeds in '-point
ing a moral " in relating the ativentures et"1 Wil;iam andl Mary," it; is a mttter o! opinion
,yltether lie by tit means I atiorna a tale."-'' AldetoydcL[ ' is a thorougltlv interostiug
anti very wli xrittou Scetchi border tale of soventy yoa-rs ago. T[ho author without
mnoralizittg contrives to impart a censidorahle aout t of ensible infrmaiston. -Tho
story et au Edinbnrgh Grssmarket flJo, '' Jock Illiilay,' is aiso well toii, anti lias
beon writteu Ilwitlt an objoci " appareutly onî,ie ut commercial succes T[hîe last
iwo books htave gene into their slxth anti sovintî ediitio. eus ns)botfully-i strik7rg teiti.
mony te their mnrts.


