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the contrary, se far as we can judge, tht. idea, bas taken a
stronger hold upon the. Canadian mmnd than upon that of
any other colony. But in admitting this, tht. friends of
tht. movement admit its weakness. A few men of influ-
ence in public affaira and a number of moet respectable
and worthy citizens are evidently in downright earnest ini
seeking to speed tht. movement. But not even its most
sanguine prometers can dlaimi that tht. idea bas taken anv
deep or firin hold upon either tht. imaginations or tht.
hearte of tht. people of Canada. To ail appearance five-
sxthe of themt have scarcely given it a place in their
thoughts. Many who are thoroughiy loyal to British insti-
tutions listen to what je urged in its favour with a kind of
listiese incredulity, as a thing toc visionary te be worthy
of serjous consideration. More discouraging still, unlese we
misread public opinion, tht. idea itsecf impresses thc minde
of many disposed te faveur it on sentimental grounds, as
fundamnentally iunpracticablt., because of tht. irreconcilable
elemente or motives it involves. Sentiment may be a
powerful auxiliary in forwarding national meovemients, but
great politicai partnerships muet have their foundations
laid in nîutuai seif-interest. It is just at this point litipe-
riai Federation faile. Tht. only contdition which coulti
commend the. echeme, on -rounds cf sef-interest, te tht.
British peopie -viz., that cf the. colonies undertaking to
bear their share of the. trt.mendous cnet of limiperial arma-
mente and possible watrc is tht. very condition whicli tht.
colonies, happily fret. frein the. -turmouil anti danger cf
European complications, would bce meet lbath te accept.
On tht. other hand, tht. oniy niaterial ativantages wbich
coulti reconcile colnitsor, let us say, Catiadiane---to the
arrangement -viy., a dittierential duty in faveur cf their
producte-is tht. very last whicli the. British people would
be disposedt t grant. On tht. whole, we are uinable te sec
that either the. Canadian or Etiglishi leaders of tht. move-
ment have heen aile te carry it a single step towartis
general acceptance.

RAILWAYS IN H[A

0~ NE by ont.tht.berumit nations of tht. Eset have heen
oJ pening their doors te admit tht. advancinz tide of

Western civilization. China, as the. recuit cf w__ars andi
treaties, lias been rendereti accessible te nuteider4, while
lier own teeming population lias overflowed until tht. ques-
tion et Chinese exclusion has becomne a live issue on tht.
Ainenican Continent and elsowhere. Corea is opening Up,
whiie Japan, having peeped eut and seen that tht. wiedinî
of tht. world was net ail concentrated within the. lorders
cf the group cf islands whichi forni that kingdom, soon
opened wide her doors, and net only admitted foreigners
and adopted their mannors and customs, but sent forth her
own sons te set. what couid ho borrowed f rom other nations,
adopting their ways with a readinees remarkabît. fer a
people which had hitherto kept themselves 4e cemnplotoly
front contact with outaide barbarians.

But tbough China bas, in a ineasure, aloe td herseif te
mix with tht. people cf tht. worid at large, perhape mort.
fromt necessity than choice, she bati neyer leoketi withi
niuch faveur upon ont. cf tht. world's greait civilizers-
raiiways. Tht. recent announceinent that tht. authorities
cf tht. flowery kingdomt had givon their consent tothe con-
struction cf iron roade may therefore he looketi upen as a
decided step in advanco, and ont. which wili have a very
marked effect ini rendering furthor accessible tht. intbrier
cf a kingdomt which centaine about one. third cof the. worh d'e
population.

Tht. decision te ailow raiiways te bt. contructeti within
their bounds appears te have been forced upon tht. Chinese
authorities as a means cf sef-preservation front a iilitary
point cf view, rather than as a commercial enterprise.
During tht. late war with France, when tht. Chinese porte
were efftctually hlockaded hy tht. shipe cf tht. former, with
which tht. Chinese vessels boaring troope te tht. scene cf
action feund themeselves unable to cope, it was oniy by
forced marches cf aimeet incenceivable difficuity that dis-
ciplineti treope frein tht. north couid he breught te tht.
assistance cf tht. courageous but undiscipiined men cf tht.
south who were ighting tht. French on tht. borders cf Ton-
quin. These irregulars were able te inflict severe punishi-
ment upen their enemies, nctwitîâstanding tht. disativantage
at which they were piaced, and thie might have bet.n
turned into utter defeat if there hati existed facilities for
bringing te their assistance tht. troope cf tht. nerth, trained
under tht. direction cf European efficers. Why these
northern scidiers were se trained, whiie those in tht. South
were net, I have net seen explained, but such was tht. fact.
It je naturai, therefore, that tht. authenities desire te
obviate tht. pcssibiiity cf being piaced at such a disadvan-
tage in any future struggle.

There are, howsver, three difficuities which stand in
the way cf railway construction in China. Tht. fret je tht.
hcstiiity of tht. provincial geverners anti officiaIs, a class cf
men whose despotic power and corrupt administration pute
that cf tht. Tunk te shame. These people are well aware
that railways would prove tht. death blow te their
power, and it je te ho expecteti, therefore, that they wiih
thnow every obstacle in the. way cf their construction.
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Tht. second difficulty je ont. expresseti by tht. single Chinese
word, Feng-shui. Tht. Celestiale do net bury their dead
in cemeteries, but put theni almouit anywhere, and as tht.
places cf sepulture are regarded with veneration, or mort.
properiy superstition, tht. passage cf a locomotive wouid be
regardeti as having a tendency te drive away tht. wind and
water spirits, who are supposedti t minister te tht. deati,
and wouid therefome be resenteti. Tht. Feng-shtui difficulty
dan, hiowever, be easihy everconit, as bas been demenstrated
in tht. case cf a short line of railway bt.tween Shanghai
anti Weosung, buiît a few yeare age, through a regien in
which tht. graves weme unusualiy numerous, and where a
smahi selatium in cash overcame the. ecruples cf those who
had friende huried there, for a Chinainan's superstition
generaihy takes a secendary place when cempareti with tht.
influence cf tht. almighty dollar. The firet mentiened
diliculty je ont. with which ail premoters cf raiiway enter-
prises are more or lese famiiar, but it cannot lie aibcwed
te stand in tht. way. If tht. Inperiai authorities sanction
tht. work tht. opposition cf tht. provinciale neet net, be
feareul.

Tht. third difliicîîty is perliape cf a more formidable
character. [t is cf a financial nature, comhined with tht.
question of management. Tht. Chinese Government je net
in a position te furnish tht. capital requireti fer raiiway
construction, except by lîomowing, anti thoughi its credit
je gooti, as je shown by tht. quotatione of tht. London Stock
Exchange, its horrowings, like ite revenue, have been emaîl,
anti its reseurces woulti be unabit. te stand tht. strain cf a
loan sufficiently large te builti anytbing like a complote
raiiway systeul. Foreign capitaliste wouhd doubtiess bc
quite willing te ativance the meuey, provideti they were
ailowed te linilti'anti manage the roatis, but tht. latter
privihege tht. (%vernmnent dccc net Yeýt seeni wiliing te
concede. This je net te be wendered at, l'ince military
consideratione ouId have a great deal te (Io with tht. per~-
mnission te builth andi un, wbiic those untiertaking tht. work
wcuhti enter upon it pureiy as4 a commercial enterpnise.

'[bat raîlways in Chbina would pay there can be ne
doubt. They gheiti, however, lie bujît as independent
lines rather than as part cf a comphote systein. Tht.
country is aiready weli eupplied with ineans for internai
comnmunication, iin ite grvat rivers, which tbow generally
towards the. east, and on whicli well-equippeti steamers
wili doubtiess soon bu placeti. The river systeinicf watem
communication is supphementeti by caniais, lbut apart from
these, comimfuniation) is tiîlicult, for the. roatis are very
bath antd beags of ijuruien are cr.

Two important raiiway uines are in conteumplation, ont.
frein TIaku, oni the. (hlf et Pechili, te Tuiigchow or Pekin,
with perhiaps an eýxteien iite IKalgan, on the. bordere cf
tht. tieert cf (lobi, the. other tbreugh Bumuîiah, Siami, and
the. Shan States inte Y unnan, the. iîost southerhy cf the.
provinces of China, where there is ne water commxunica-
tien. Tht. former bas been authonizeti anti tht. work cf
construction comomenceti. It wîiltbeubtiese commianti frein
the. outeet a large overlanti tratie ini tea, which je ncw car-
rieti on iîy means cf cameis, soîne 50,000 cf these animale
iîeing eniployed in carrying this stapie product cf tht.
country inte Siberia, Russia and other ceuntnies te tht.
north anti wcst, 60,000,000 Ibs. having been carried in
this way in 1887 ; tht. latter, though a good part cf it
weuld net 1)0 in Chinese territery, wcuiti dovelop vast
miinerai weaitil in Yunnan, tht. province aiready referred
te. Tht. firgt mentioneti read will also carry large quanti-
ties cf ceaI, a commodity which new selle for X3 te £4 a
ton, in Pekin, but which raiiway carniage would reduce te
-L1 or less.

Cemparisone have been instituteti between tht. resuits
cf raihways ii. India anti what would probabiy follow their
construction in China. Mr. IDunlop, who has studieti the
niatter, and te whom 1 am, indebteti for many cf the facte
containeti in this article, kelIs us tht. conditions are entireiy
different. India, exce.pt in tht. north, bas ne navigable
rivers, anti É175,000 had been spent on 15,000 miles cf
raihway befome it had faciiities for internai communication
equai te what China ncw pessesses in ite ivere anti canais.
Indian raiiways have however paiti handeome dividende,
anti Ohinese reatis ehouid do tht. sanie. Tey wouid,
howevor, as alreaciy intimateti, have te be untier foreigni
management, for tht. average Chinaman je proverbialy
dishoneet, and were foreign shareholders at tht. moeyof
tht. native they coulti net expect te realizo much in tht. way
cf dividende on their investmont. Tht. Chinese, however,
easily iearn anything in tht. mechanicai line, and will scon
be eligibie for tht. practical work et operating tht. iines.

Tht. native prejudice againet raiiways je iikely scen te
disappear. Tht. people are beginning te sot. the. benefit cf
western ideas. There are already many miles cf teiegraph
lins in China. in this tht. usuai ortier bas been reversed,
tht. telegraph precetiing insteati cf foilowing tht. railway.
But tht. former doos net affect prcperty nom run over
graves, nom ruthiessiy awaken tht. sleeping spirite cf ont.'s
ancestore. Tht. father of the. present emperon, tee, is a
man cf censitiorabie eniightenment. In 1887 he wont te
ChefOo te inepect tht. fleet, 'anti having coule in contact
with foreigners went back te tht. capital impresseti with
tht. supeiority cf some cf their ways, impressions which
ho cemnmunicatedt t tht.enipress, and seon after tht. fiat
granting permission for railway construction was issueti.
Ont. cf his viceroys, eniightent.tifar heyond what might
have been expecteti fren ishi surroundinge, bas long
favouroti raiiways, anti at hiestieath lef t a document unging
thein construction. t. went se far as te recommenti the.
manufacture cf tht. rails in China, where largo deposits cf
ceai ant i on exiet in close preximity. When tht.
emnperor entiers tht. work te go on native opposition muet
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speedily disappear, for hie majesty s wish is law and it
would be dangerous to stand in the way of its fultilment.
An insignificant circumstance indicates the. trend of evênte.
There ie a model railway in the imperial palace grounds at
Pekin on which the emperor frequently amuses himself by
acting in the capacity of engine-driver. This toy wilI have
its eflèct in influencing the. Chinese mind in faveur of
railways.

The. native superstition againet works of the character
indicated was shown by the fate of the first road buiît in
the. kingdom, a short line of eight or ton miles in length.
Lt ran barely a year, carried large numbers of passengers,
and pronuised to pay well, but at the end of that turne it
was purchased from the. English company which buiît it,
tbe roadway was pulled up and the rails taken to Formosa,
where they lie rusting on the shore. A better fate surely
awaits the. unes which are soon to be huilt.

The. beneficial effect of railways in China will lie very
marked. Agriculture wili be helpeil, food cheapened,
luxuries increaeed, and the terrible famines which have
caused such euffering in portions of the. empire rendered
impossible. The frequent rebellions which have occurred
in the past will be prevented. The language, which has
proved such a stumbling-block in the way of foreigners,
willbe assimilated. At present it consiste of about three
hundred dialecte, some of thein as ditifrent from each
other as English anti French. lu thie connection it je
curioue to notice that the niera prospect of railway con-
struction, on which a large nuiner of English-spoaking
people will be empioyed as engineers, etc., lias given quite
an impetus te the. study of the. language, anti many of the
English and Amjerican universities have chaire devoted te
thie sub ject. I t je usually looked upon as a very difficult
language to acquire, and so it is, but fortunately the.
colloquial, which je that mnost ganerally ueed, and which
diflers entirely froni tht. written language and froin that
spoken in official circles, je the mîost easily acquired.

The effioct of railways on missions ini China wili be of
the miost inarked character. Those who desire te soe thie
work promoted will hail their advent with pleasure.
Renewed activity in the. way of evangelization in that
country has been manifested of late, the. Iloods in the
Province of I{onan and the. famine and dietrese arising
therefrom having paved the way for renewed exertione on
the part of mission bîoards, Mr. J. lIudson Taylor's Chinese
Inland Mission and the. Presbyterian Ohurch in Canada
being examples of increased energy ini that matter. But
unlese Englant je oit tht. alert othere will stop ini and
securti the. atvantages which shoul lit. hurs. Fi'ance andi
<]ermiany are inoving in that direction, and tht. exaînple of
Africa should bc a warning .1''e English people are slow
in following up their advantages, andi otht.r nations ton
frequently reau where Great Britain has sown. 1It is to
be hoped euch wilI not bc tht. case in the. matter of t1hint.se
railways.

Brockiyil/e. J. J. BELLï.

MORE PROSE WANTED.

T IIE publication of the 61"Songe of the Great Domin-
ion," Canterbury Series, marks a distinctive epoch in

the literary history of Canada. In thie volume Mr. Light-
hall bas presented us with 167 carefully culled solections
froma the works of those of our writers who, having openly
and boldly embarked upon the sea of letters, are already
in seine sense known to us, and also of many fugitive
poemB of more or less merit, which, having only appeared
in the. newspapere or the magazines, were in danger of
being overlooked or lest altogether to the general reading
public. The list comprises tht. naies of over three score
of the. singera of tht. Dominion, native hemn, and those who
have become so, thoroughly identified with tht. land of their
adoption as to have eamned the right to be ciasseti with
Canadiane.

To us who now on every side are awakening to proud
conscioueness of growing culture and intellectual prowese
tht. ment. advent of such a volume je in itself cause for con-
gratulation; but it beconies dOubly 80 when the. book je
edited and compiled by a Canadian ; and Canadliens will
be cold indeed and unworthy the. name, if they feel ne
glow of sympathetic exultation as they read tht. burning
introductory words, pulsating with a heart throb of the.
purest patriotisin; and the very titi05 , with but a few
exceptions, indicative of new worid characters, places, pur-
suite and events. That this great mass of poetic senti-
ment, local in colouning and national in tone, should be
thus rescued from a possible oblivion and presented te us
and te the world in consolidated form, je of tht. firstimpor-
tance.

But a thouglit stnikes us as we read the. "Notes Bibli-
ographical and Biographical" appended. How je it that
Canada seeme to have produced and te be producing such
a preponderance of poetry over prose '1

In the. list of sixty-seven poets repreeented, seventeen
only, or twenty-flve per cent., are described us having
written prose also; and we are told that the. number of
those who have "'at various tumes produced realiy good
pot.try might be roughly placed at three hundred ;" se that
if we suppose the. average of these latter te be the. sanie as
that of the. former, we shall have only seventy-flve pro-
ducers of combined prose and poetry.

Now it can be no disparagement to our poete or their
poetry to ask, Why je thie 1IsL it because, as ont. of our poets
said recently, " Poetry jese m vuch eaeier te write than
prose"? It may be ; but tht. fact romains that those who


