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LORD SELBORNE ON DISESTABLISHMENT *

To defend the Church of England in what is evifiently hfar extreme
peril, a champion of no ordinary might has stepped m.to tl.le lists. Lord
Selborne not only comes arrayed in a panoply of. hl.st';orlc.al and legal
learning, hut brings with him one of the finest of Judicial intellects, the
reputation for practical wisdom which belongs tc? a veterat'l statesman, and
the highest authority as a man. The tribe of iconoclastic pa.m])hlete?ers,
with its haphazard information and shallow commonplaces, at once shrinks
abaghed before him. His work will be read with extrem.e eagerness and
fervent gratitude by all who have an interest in the mamte‘nance of th.e
Anglican Establishment, a description which embraces A.nghcans on th}s
side of tho water, who feel that the social position of their Church here is
largely due to its connection with its dignified a.n.d sumptuous Mother
Church in the Old Country. They will find the title of the O.hurch of
England set forth and maintained historically, legally, and practically, by
the most powerful of advocates.

On the historical part of the question it seems to us, though. very
interesting, not very useful to dwell. The status of the Church in the
Catholic Middle Ages is entirely a thing of the past. There was ‘then
but one Church, the divinity and infallibility of which were as certain as
the existence of the sun in heaven, o that it was ag plainly the duty of a
Christian government to burn you alive for heresy as it was to hang you for
treason. The State did not establish the Church ; it was bound by f;he
manifest law of God, and under penalty of divine wrath, to recognise,
uphold, endow, and, as her clergy contended, to obey her. The powers,
possessions, privileges, and immunities of the priesthood were sec‘ured- to
them not by human but by divine law ; to touch them was not a violation

of the right of property, personal or corporate, but sacrilege, Tithe wasa

tribute which the clergy declared to be assigned to them by the revealed

will of God, and the payment of which the State enforced in deference to
their declaration. Moreover, the Church in England was not the Church
of England, it was a segment of Latin Christendom ; its head was the Pope
of Rome ; when it showed its distinctive character, as it did under Becket,
instead of being national it was anti-national, and set the Government of
the nation at defiance.

This in time came to an end. Nationality revolted against foreign
rule, reason against superstition, morality against clerical vice, the econo-
mical interest of the country against the inordinate growth.of Church
property which was devouring England, as it is now devour'mg Quebec.
By the Reformation, while the continuity of the Church'remamed in co.n-
templation of the law unbroken, its status and .the title by which its
clergy held thoir rights and possessions were materially changed. Severed
from its Europoan connection it accopted the Royal Supremacy, and
became, we will not say the creature, but an institution and a function of
the State. Whatover part may have been formally played by the Bishops
or Uonvocation, it is impossible to deny that the systom of the National
Chureh, including its doctrine as well as its ritual, was moulded, re-moulded,
and finally adjusted by the government of the Tudors. Had the clergy
been allowed their own way, they would simply have crushed all attemptg
at change in England, as they did in Spain, and by much the same meang,
The synodal action of the Church at once became weak, was subordinated
to the ecclesiastical action of Parliament and the Government, ang finally
fell altogether into abeyance. With the property of the Church— not only
that belonging to monasteries, but that belonging to bishoprics and chapters,
—the Government dealt as freely as it did with Crown lands ; nor can the
status of this property since the Reformation be distinguished, ag it seems
to us, from that of public property of other kinds. Wae speak, it is need.
less to say, of tithes and the ancient endowments. The Church of England
has, within the last two centuries, received a great mass of private bepe-
factions, her right of corporate property in which is beyond dispute, With
regard to the tithes and the ancient endowments, we cannot, after reading
Lord Selborne's powertul, though perhaps somewhat forensic argument,

persuade ourselves that a case of Proprietary right has been made out
against the nation.
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unhappy and the weak; warning against evil example, corruption, and ¢
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I8 something more than the natural and salutary conservatism char-
acteristic of an ancient institution, 1t English liberty and justice 8re
good things, the political record of the Anglican clergy is mournful. His-
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historical basis, we rebeat, than a pretension of the clergy, founded on &
misapplication of the Mogaic law, and superstitiously admitted by the State:
But the rest—fabrics, Parsonages, glebes, Episcopal or Cathedral estatf’
together with the whole masg of really private benefactions—may yet 3
retained ; and ip return for the renunciation of tithe, gelf government an
corporate life may be recovered. This, we apprehend, is the best bargal®
that can be made, and there ig no time for making it like the present.
the Church standg stiffly to all ¢he claims that legal learning and skill car:
set up for her in the historical Court of Chancery, the result will be tha
Sh? will go by the board, anq Popular religion will be involved in the same
ruin,

Lord Selborne opens with ap appeal, in the form of a letter, to Mr,



