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Pace 2. THI IN { TAN.
since lie h(.ld but a su bo-dm.xh positien in the| In t]n ﬁ.u’ wn Rescrvations lh«, syste s dil- :
Dutler expedition. Eye-witiesses of thot diead- | ferent.  There, as in the white tow nr_-hlp-, roada | cach respect

ful day st: ltc that the Mohawk chiceftain freguen-
tly interfored - to stay the aplifted tomuahawk,
Brant, they tell us, made an unsuccaess{ol efiort
to avert ti ¢ destruction of a fanily resident in
tlus settlement, of the namc of Welis, te whom
he was strengly attached.  Omnc instance out of
many that might be related, will show the
aximns which characterized Thaycendanagea
thronghout the Cherry Valley slanghter On
entering one of the dwellings of that viliage he
found a woman engaged in her domestic clutu.s,
of whom he immediately injuivedi—<Are you
thus employed wiule 211 yvour neight:ors ave mur-
dered around you?"  Thewowan repliedi—<\We
are in favour of the King.”  “That plea wilf not
avail you to-day,” repiied the “they
have murdered Mre. Wells’ family, who are
dear to me as my own.”  “ Bat, " continue:d the

VaTEIor:
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wontan, * there is onz  Joseph Braat; if
with the Indians, he will save us.” “«“I am
Joseph Brant!" was the quick response, < but I

hm not thecommand, and 1 know not thal Icon
save you ; but I will do what is in my powe
At the moment of ntlering these words he saw
the Senecasapproaching.  “(et iato bed quick,”
he coumanded her, ¢ and feign yourssli sick.”
The woman obeyed. He rut the Indians off
with this pretext.  Upon their depasture, by a
shrill signal, he rallied a few of his Mohawlks,
and directed them to paint his mark upsn the
weman and ker children, * You arc now prob-
ably safe,” he remarked, and departed. [t isaxn
Indian practice thus to mark their captives; the
known mark of thc tribe or chicf is a protection
from danger at other hands., It will thus be
scen that the term “monster 7 is enticly inap-
plicable to Brant in connection with the Chcn)
Valley slaughter. .

(TO 5E CONTINUED.)
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THE FRAWCHISE ACT.

SECOND PAPER.

Before procecding with the consideration of
the provisions of the Statute cecating a Dromin.
ion Franchise, it becomes necessary to clear
away one or two stumbling-blocks. which have
" heen placed in the way of the pc-oplc, for whom
especially these papers are wiitten.

As all the readers of Tir Inpiax are
there are no assessmient rolls for the Indian Res-
evvations. Ths Townships controiled by whit:
men, raise the monay which is required for local

.improvements by a tax levied upcn each owner
of property in the municipality., In order that
this tax may bear equally on ail, according to
the means of each, it is necessary to place a
value on the property owned by cvery inhabii-
ant of the township. This is called assessing,
and the book in which the particnlars of the
property, included within the municipality, and
its value are entered is called the assessmont
roll.  After the roll is completed, the Counciilors
make up the amount that they will require for
township purposcs, repairing roads, building
bridges and such like. None of this money is
used for the purposes of either the Provincial or
the Dominion Governmeat. It is whally a4 (ax

aware,

for the benefit of the municipality and for no|

* other purpdse,

must be epened, wade and repaived ; bridges
miust e buile; and vivious  other necessary
woiks carricd on fov the bienefit of the inhabi-
ants. Al these things are p:n(l for, but the In
dian does act pay for thamn through the tax col
lector o thie counstl. Il!S[(_d(. of paying fve,
ten twenty dollavs yearly, like bis winte
brother, the Indian payvs his snonicipal taxes
ount of the futerast meney paid by the Dorninion
Government, coming from tiw trust funds in its
hands. Tor this reason, thers is no assessmont
roll {or any Indian Rescrvation.

or

As the Revising Barrister is dicected to take
tha assessment roll of cach townsuip as the basis
of his first iist, it 1= manifest that he cannoet
82 in any casz where an Indmn Roeserve forius
purTof the district for which he acts.  Femust,
of necessity, take sonme macans for the parpose of
finding wlo are entitied to vole on rerervations,
In at least one instance, the Rovising Qfficer has
st his bailil ai wark malking up a list ot the
[ndian owners, tenants, or occupants of Reserve
lands within his disteict,  This has given certain
evil-minded persens o chance to instil distrust
innto the minds of the Indinns.  They have been
told ihat the ohject of the bailifl is to get such
particulars as will enable him to tax their lands
and it has been whispered that the Tranchise
Act is a scheme for subjecting Indiaus Lo taxa-
tioi.

do

Now, ail readers of Tur Inbiax are clearly to
underatand that the right of voting i1s 2 privi-
not a burden. Parliamient, when confer-
ring the franchise, did not pr "\ficin that any per-
son should pay for the privileges granted.

lege,

by any elector. Such a prevision only exists in
the Ontario Act, with regard to persons whao
vote in respect to income.  Snch persons must
pay their tazxes before t ist Decenber in cuch
vear, or they canuot vote,  I3ut no such provi-
sion is contuined jn the Doudaion Act and
the Ontario law does not permit Indians to vete,
this journal has no further concern with it
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Siv Nations have,
that the

Certlanr of the chiels ol the
it seoms, passed a resalution declaring

Indians do not want the franchise. With th~
test vespect for the chiels who have given
this opinion, Tue Ixpiaw begs to difler from

them. It is not understood that the chiefs do
mora than give an opinion; though it may be ex-
pected they wilf use ail the great weight of their
.nuuencu 1o prove its correctness.  As to that,
they are of course entitled {o their opinion, and
to use 21l lawful mcans, not mercly for expres-
sing it, but of proviug themselves in the right.
But it is not too much to ask that they concede
to others the rights freey conceded in this re-
spect to themselves, Tor good or evil, the In-
dian Is now a voter. IIeis on a footing of per-
ot equality with Buis white brother.  But he is
notforeed to exevcise his franchise. He may
vote or not, just as he pleases. e may go to
the polls and mark his ballot for whom he
pleases: or he may if he sees fit, drop a blank
ballot in the box.  Any Indian who thinks it an
mjiny to him to be an elector may nullify that
njury by remaining quietly at home, On the

othei hand; whoover thinks the ballot is likely

Itis]
ot wade a condition that tu.\_eb should be paid

]~1s vote. ," ut lul
of the cther, and if
the ise, no doubt on the
fact ‘Leing pointed T’arh ument will  take
away the privilege from any person wbo may
ll,ml\ it does him harn.

evil comes  of e

oul,

Jjipwarn FurLoxg.

THE MOUND BUILDERS.

PAPER I.

T'o the studant of history, especjally if he be
an Amurir;un, no country in the world presents
the same fasinating Held for research as does
the past of this misnained New World.

Scientific invesiiainn has proved to universal
acceptance that not only did an ancient civiliz-
ation have its existence for untold centurics on
this continent, bhut that its birth must have dated
to a period acons belore the advent of Christ—
a civilization that compared with others in the
era to which it belongs, would place it on alevel
with that of the most polished nations of the
Orient, whose apex of power and glory culmin-
ated when all Europe, Greece excepted, was a
land of barbarism. )

And not only are the people of this antique
civilizatien unkiiown, but their very names are
forgoetten, and it has only been by the most dili-
gent and untiring labor, that scholars and re-
scachers have gleancd the scanty knowledge we
now possess. This knowledge has come chiefly
through the lasting remains, in the shape of tum-
uli, temples, and walls, left by the people of the
various centres of ancicnt American civilization—
for that there were at lcast three distinct centres
or divisions, probably co-existent on this con-
tinent, is clearly shown by the different forms of
architecture, mode of entommbing the dead, and
also by the few customs that have come down
to us, transmitted it h perveried channels.

That part of Novih Amenc.a bordering {from
Qregon to Central Manitoba, thence down
through the Centra! States with the Mississippi
River as a rudii to the coast line
of the Gulf of Mexico, was one zonc of civi-
lization. Another was the now countrics of Mex-
ico and Central Amervica.  The third was in
Souih Jnerica, and included Chili, Peru, and a
part of Eenador.  All these divisions are replete
with indisputable evidence that once a numerous
people with fur reaching civilization dwelt there-
n.

Science is now bHusy at work among these ev-
idences, sccking with the aid of camera, shovel,
and comparative philology, to make the sphinx-
like lips impart the mystery of their creation.

But it is particularly to the ancient people of
the Northern scction that we shall  Drief-
ly vefer in this article as the
Mound Builders.

Scattered over the whole length of the United
States, and far into Manitoba, around the con-
fines of the Great I.ukes, arc thousands of great
stone and earth works that have lived to bear
imperishable testimony to the advancement in
civilization of the race by whom they were con-
constructed, Their construction was in  the
form of pyramids with {flattened tops, whose
gides were exact right angles: elongated cem-
bankments, cjrcles, and other works ovidently
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