BRITISH COLUMBIA MAGAZINE

FORT GEORGE

as a Manufacturing Centre

(Vancouver News-Advertiser, Jan. 18) -
"The great possibilities of some of the points

in (he Central Interior of this province as manu-

facturing centres are Dbecoming better known
every day from the rcports brought down by
thosc who are cngaged in investigating the re-
sources of the North. Not lcast important
among the factors that will make up the indus-
trinl growth of some of these new centres are
the water powers which are found in close
proximity to raw malerials. .

A report has just been filed at Victoria on
water power of the Willow River about seven-
tcen miles cast of Tort George. 'T'he Willow
River is a tributary of the Frascer cntering the
latter river about twenty-five miles above the
junction of the Nechaco with the Iraser. The
Willow Canyon is located about thirty miles
above the mouth of the river and is approxim-
ately due cast from Tort George, a distance of
some scventeen miles,

‘I'he canyon is formed from a hugc mass of
soil and igneous rock that is about 12,000 feet
or a litde more than two miles in length, with
walls as high as 250 fect on either side. ‘There
are really two distinet canyons, although both
are veally a part of the same large one. In
the bottom of cach of the two at low water the
viver varies from  ten fo sixty feet in width,
averaging about forty feet, and in some places

FORT GEORGE is the geographical and strategic
Columbia, Canada’s largest and richest province.

as deep as twenty feet. The wvertical fall from
water level at the head to water level at the foot is
approximately 200 feet. At this canyon it is pro-
posed by the Fort George Power Co., Ltd.—a com-
pany which has undertaken the work of develop-
ment-—to develop cheap power for manufacturing
and other purposes. Several tests have been made;
one at extreme low water in August last, show-
ing a flow of 250 second feet. In the develop-
ment scheme a dam is planned to create a ser-
vice reservoir which will be the means of main-
taining a constant head of water on a turbine
‘to be installed in a power house situated on
the lower face of the dam. In addition to this
a smaller dam, placed near the middle of the
upper canyon, will create a local storage reser-
voir covering approximately two square miles to
an avcrage depth of about thirty feet.

According to the report 40,000 or 50,000 h.p.
might be obtained with sufficient storage.

This Willow River power is the only feasible,
available power within reach of Fort George and
vicinity, and as such it is tremendously im-
portant to thc growth of that futire metropolis.
With abundant power adjacent to the city that
must he the centre both commercially and in-
dustrially of the central interior, a grcat dcal
has been added to the prospects of Fort George
as a manufacturing centre. '

commercial centre of British

All railroads building through the Peace River or Central British Columbia must

go through FORT GEORGE in order to maintain water grade.
GEORGE must be a great railroad centre.

Therefore FORT

FORT GEORGE is at the junction of the Fraser and Nechaco Rivers, with 1,100

miles of navigable waterways.

_ FORT GEORGE is the supply point for an immense territory rich in agricultural,
timber and mineral rescurces, and will be able to compete with Fdmonton and eastern

cities for the trade of the Peace
and Northern British Columbia.,

_Ri\'cr country, as well as the whole of Central

With the opening of the Panama Canal freight rates to FORT GEORGE will be
lower than to Edmonton, thus making FORT GEORGE a great wholesale and job-

bing centre.

FORT GEORGE vwiil be one of ‘the largest cities in the West. An enormous de-

velopment will take place during 1912,
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