
THE MONETAR

INLAND TRADE COMMISSION PROPOSED

Western Wholesalers Urge Such an Organization-Powers
Similar to Those of Railway Board in Railway Matters

F OR the purpose of regulating the production, manufacture
and distribution of foodstufs and other commodities, it

has been suggested that a federal body be formed along the
lines of the Dominion Board of Railway Commissioners. This
scheme is being urged by the Wholesale Grocers' Association
of Saskatchewan. Such a commission, it is urged, could have
many branches, including a food branch. Provincial com-
mittees representing each class of trade under regulation
would represent the executive body of the different provinces.
The powers of the commission should be extensive, being a
practical counterpart of those enjoyed by the Railway Com-
mission Board. Following the formation of the commission
all matters afecting production, manufacture and distribu-
tion would be considered and passed by it before presentation
to parliament for action. In this way it is hoped that injudi-
clous and harmful legislation may be avoided and the inter-
ests of the food producing and distributing agencies protected.

The duties of the commission should be the regulation
and control of all food products grown, manufactured, pre-
pared or offered for food in Canada. Where any complaints
bearing on matters of food are heard they will be promptly
investigated by this commission in the same way that the
railway commission considers matters that come under its
jurisdiction. The commission would have power also to take
action without outside suggestion in matters where they be-
lieve the best industries of the food production and distri-
bution trades were at stake.

In general the policy of such a commission as it afected
the food trade would take in the following important ques-
tions:--

1. The standardization of quality and weights of canned
goods, fish, fruits, vegetables, jams, cereals, flour, spices and
all nackaire zoods.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND FINANCE

A statement of receipts and expenditures for the
year ended December Sist, 1918, was submitted a few
ago in the Prince Edward Island legislature. The r(
were as follows:-

Receipts.
Dominion subsidy ...................... $372,18:
Publie lands ........................... 781
Provincial secretary, fees ............... 1,531
Prothonotary's fees .................... 1,58'
Registrar of deeds, Charlottetown. ....... 3,501
Registrar of deeds, Sumnmerside. ......... 1,831
County court fees ...................... 391
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