
vice of h½erbons that thy always thrus t
their handn into other people's pockeLs before
they will dip into their own, with the inevit.
able result that their own seuls must shrivel,
simply becaume they are too selfish to let Char-
ity begin at home. lut the second of the
above-named classes commonly bethink them-
selves at once of somae mode of earning the
mono ;- needed for Church purposes. Beyond
a doubt this is a legitimate method of securing
a parisb income. To turn labor into money is
honorable even though the money itself be
sqnandered: much more if money se gotten
be consecrated to Christ and Hts Church. And
yet there is "a more excellent way," that of
having a Churoh income by saving from our
personal income.

Till we have actually given, or conscien.-
tiously pledged oui selves to give a due propor.
-tion of our income, we cannot justify and
honorably ask even those te give who have
mach of this world's goods, nor allow over-
worked women to take up additional tasks.
Where is the family that bas not an incomeand
would not be the botter for practicimg at times
a firm self-denial so that a fair proportion of it
might be given back to Him froin whom ail
bas comee? Let "the lat of the flesh,
lust of the eye, and the pride of life" be this
met and overcome, and there would bo littie
likelihood of injury from the resort to doubtfi
modes of begging and earning money.

We suppose these principles underlie ail the
criticisis so gonerally made on "modern
modes of raising money for Church purposes.''
Rather than pinch ourselves we would put the
p-essure on othera. But we fiad promisecuous
begging brings only a sorry return; every-
where the field has been begged over and over
again. And then we fali back on some scheme
for drawing a crowd by the promise of entain-
tainment. iere is where ail the evil comes in.
The moment Christians commence the traffio
in amusements, they come down to the levai of
the world. The reputation, the influence, and
the growth of the Churoh is endangered, the
moment ber representatives set up as caterers
for the fan.loving and amusement-crazed part
of the community. And this is irrespective of
the propriety or impropriety of the particular
amusements provided. In respect cf carda,
dances, theatricals, &o., hey msy or may lot
be evils per se, neverthelese. if resorted to as
a meanus of income, they are invariably detri.
mental to the spiritual interests of th2se who
provide thern. The Caurch cannot thrive that
way. We cannot here show how and why this
is so. but ail experience proves that it is so.

We can do botter for the Church than rua
any such risk. First of ail, we can save from
our' inrome, be it smali or large, the percen-
tage justly dueo ta tbGiver-of Ail Then, after
we have ourselves given according to our abil-
ity, àwe may in a respectful and eelf-respecting
way asir others to give; or, if we have not the
genius and disposition for begging, we May in
a straight-forward, businse-like way ask others
to buy what we have to Oell. But cortainly,
as Christians, we are bound to offer only good
goods and fair prices. Give useful articles and
catch penny devices the go-by. But the noces.
sary, the useful, the ornanental, the beautiful
and true in nature, art, science and literature,
may be dealt in to almost any extent. Surely,
the field romains large enough. And in this
way by saving, by earning, or by asking, we
may have enough for our giving. .W. B.

SfKBPTICAL INSOLENCE.

Christian men can understand and bear with
Cao class of skeptics - men of unblemished
lives, who tell yon, with reluctance, that they

have earnest.y investigated the subject of
Christianity, have wished to believe, but can-
not conbcientiously do so. They shrink from
disturbing the faith of any human boing, and

recognise the sincerity -and earneâtness of renot yews of the olden timee, calling down
Christians, sud attribute to them ordinary fire on our enemies, or wishing them blowa
wisdom and enlightened views-men who keep i nto dust, or turned into monuments of atone.

. t The noble, forgiving example of our Lord inusttheir infidel views to themselves, unless ever keep ns fromn thinking of force as aniy
forced to disclose them , for fear f tearing p e ep on, or f m fis in ay har
down wben they have nothing to grive for re possible weapon. or from wi8binoz any bara,
bdng. Whn the raepet nothg ton, gieforre earthly or unearthly; to those teoachers of in.building. We an respect ch mien, because fidelity, of whom we have been speakinwe respect the majesty of conscience. The A.d arguiment is jrist as useless as force witarguments which to as appear invincible, this sort f keptis. You can argue with a
evidently do ot touch them at al. Such men aholr equal in earning. you an argue wit
we can only leave with God, pray for them, ask e who appreciates deep and logical arguient,
the prayers of others, urge them to continue but you cannot argue with such au these. Theytheir search for light. But there is another are too nippant, too super flial, often too anxioueclas with whon t is very hard to get on. The to excuse a sinful life by denying anv responsi.men who are constantly slapping you in the bility for it. The arguments for Obriutianityface with their fnfidelit.y; who seem to thick are piled mountain high. but to understand howit sart to not behieve in God, and sure evi impossible it is to use them, in dealing withdence of a superior mind, and they want every- some men. one only has to read the controversybody te know how superior their minds are. between Gladstone and Ingersoll. The formerSi is a diseuse, they tel yen, very li k soearlet goes down to the depths of thinge; the otherfoer. Oardearlinrd wasimply aremarkably reiterates again and again, those commonintelligent and clean Jew. Does not Renan placesofinfidelitywhioh havebeenputforward
say eo ? The Bible is of a piece with the Vedas and answered a thousand times. The greatand Tennyson' poemns. Clergymen have to answer te these zadflies which so annoy us,
get a living, and must preach what they do' is the calm exhibition of la truthful, holy lif.but half of thom do not behieve it, and the other 't in recorded in the life of our Lird, that hiý
half are fanatices who would burn you if they focs, at the very sight of Him, fell back over-could. How munh of this talk we hoar ? awed by the awful beanty and the wond-Among clerks in their hours of leisure, among rous grace which streamed out fromi Him. So
ali-knowing high schol graduates, as they lot our foes fall back before the sight of the
dispense Iwisdom to listening audiences, and manly Christians consistenov, the holy truthtell how they ftoored the clergyman who von. and conversation, the beautiful resignatiou thetured totalk te them about their souls; dab. unselish genarosity, the frank forgivenessblers in intidelity, who have caught np a few the cheerful, gentle, hopeful, courageous dis,catch-words of skepicis m ; men (and even charge of all the duties oflife. Itiosnotbeoadiesome women are getting au it now) who, our example in these wayes is so defiient that
perfectly untrained in the osncf theology lying infidel lips so often obtain such credencewvhich is as m uch a science as th t of law, tho r- a d m k u h c a o . tmn se h e baea ty
ougbly unacquainted with the niceties of Ltin fd Maire snch clamer. Let mon ser thebeauty
and Greek, unversed in the deep writings af of Chritianity e ohibited in othr mn-what,
mal n oandioobwit 0iinl citiz3ns, whiit mon cf baginosq, what fathoras,
mental and meral philosophy, write so fluently what sons it makes. Thon will the public out-
and talk so gibbly about the impossibilities of a orv be when an attack is made on Christianity:
Divine Revelation and the folly of a Special "No more of that. Men rmoulded by Christian-
Providence. It is this sort of person who ity form the rock baQis on which ail that we
excites the anger cf the Christian man, and love is resting."-C. L. in St. Andreuo' Cross.Muikes hini indignant at the loud-mouLhed, ___________

ignorant, but no less harmful skeptic. A
thing does not have to be very large or powerfui AN AD VENI' MOTTO.
to work mach misohief. There are great tracts -~

in this country perfeotly uninhabitable, simpiy "Jeisti only. "-Matt. xvii, 8.
because mosquitos swarm there. It is not with What shall be the special lesson that we
cnltivated echolars and keen intellects they do carry away froin this Advent Season ? T bere
their mischief, but with impresibie, half- is no lack of suggestive subjects for meditationeducated yonng meon. Tiiey teak about intoler- j elo fsgetv ujosfrneiain
ance and bigotry, and that a man maut not be for the season has many a lesson which is full
bound by any creed or any Cburch, but must 'of help, and fraught with neaning. Thora in
be free from sectarian narrowness. They talir the solemu thought that we are on the thres.
about priests hoodwinking people into boia, hold of anothor year, that before as is an un-
frightened about the devil, for their own per- trodden path, whioh may either bloom with
sonal advantage. fragrant filowers, or lead by lonely ways, where

Now, young mn are very sensitive on the life's shadows lie. Or we m.y tura our gaze
o, ofung en areut ery etiv on th- backward to the year that is past, and think,

point of being led, about being their own mas- with sad regrets, of its opportunities negieoted,
ters, and thie kindoftalk i very taking with its rich promises that came not to fraition, its
them; and they become suspcioos of olergy- resolves that died with thoir birth, its scattered
men, andte natnral heurt ohimes ie with it seed that never ripened into harvest.

rank bf the snecrers, and the Baperior thin- Or, turning te the present, we may dweil on
era" and the rcalmiy indifferent." How are the "preparation " which i the special key.
sc lyng lips as thte ti be put te silence ? note of the Peason preparation of heart and

What je the very bet anpswers to sle un- mind for the coming of the King. We may
believors ? forget the things that are behind, and resolve

Ye Muet et blamv sear of us if we te devote ourselves to the hope that lies before
You ustnotblae sme o usif e sme-us, a hopa which will not fait, but is certain of

times think that a cool stone col in a co[ntor- fulfilmeht.
table jail, with a very abstemious diet, would Or, once more, we May, if we will, give our-
ho a well-earned reward fer some of this loud selves up to the vision of the future, of the
mouthed anti Christian writing and teaching. rest that remaineth, of the wondrous beauty of
We are men and such thoughts will come to Our Father's mne, of the glory -'of Emman-
us. I know the cry of free speech will imme. nes Land, and as we think of it it ay bediately be made. True, but you do notstretch neat it wil as we real t us, ta
that primople to cover the utterances of one thart i will bocone more ras to fe and that
who stands up and talk open treamon and incite ur heart wil b. r oved a nd Our foot qbioor-
the people to revoit. You would soon silence oued in car marai tcwards its bordera.
him and arrest hina. Ought not the saine rule That palace of our heavenly King,
to apply to those men who, by attacking the We find it nearer as we sing.
Chrisan religion, are sapping the foundations But whatever may be the lesson that the seseon
of ail morality and leading on the ignorant may Convey to us we cannot take a botter mot-
masses to that unenvia ble outcome of all in- to from it than the wordi which stand at thg
fidelity-the Commune. But lot that go. We head of this columa. To take a firm grasy of
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