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. LAKE AYLMER.

A description of the hunting and _fish-
ing grounds of the Enstern Townships
wouid be incomplete without, at least, a

- passing notice of Luke Aylmer,and I very
:much wish sone one more competont than
T am would undertake the task—I am es-
* aontially a “fly-fisher,” and all other me-
. - thods are to me devoid of pleasure and
- sink into the mer¢ drudgery of “pet-hunt-.
“ing.” I willy~Towever, ~oxcept . trolling |
-with the spoonwhichjal hough, not 4o be .
* eompared for a moment with tle artificial
* fly, is & movo cleanly -and _consequently
more gentlemanlike, modus-operandi,than
the empaling of worms and live minnows.

On a fine July worning of the year of
‘grace 18—I, (Calestigan) Bachelor B., his
" brother Jack and T'rask, took the *‘Que-

-~ bee Central” for Weedon station, where
we launched our skift, and after pulling a
short distance up stream gob among some

- seraggy islands garnished with all sorts of
.-~ forest jotsam ; theso passed, welanded on
“a muddy bank in Battoche's bay and
*‘piped to dinner.”  Having refreshed the
inner-man proparatory to nlong pull to
“Black Creelc/at the farther qxtremitir of
the lake, \ve(éug in « swampy field a half
bushol of whrty sticky potatoes, for which
"we pnid old Battoche (cousin-gorman af
the Nor-Western rebel) the price of two
“bushels of mealies, Thosaheing stowed,
we, with considerable difieulty, wrenched |
our boat from out of her muddy berth and
continued our course through extensive
fields of rushes and aquatic weeds of a
green 8o dark and sombre that an occa-
. sional pateh of mud-stained yellow wnter-
lilies was an agreenble relief, The sun
was hob and the lake ealm, so we pulled.
leisurely over the drowned lands until we
passed the narrows and entered the more

“open water which constitutes the lake. A

long, narrow strip of water lay beforo us,

“which receded into a deep bay un our rights

while on our loft could be seen the mouth

“or entrance of another deep buy, which

we afterwards found was 5o extensive that

‘it might ensily. have -been mistaken for

another and distinet lake. Ini front of us

“yan ‘out o long tongue of land (poiute airx-

erablos) covered, then, with a fine growth
of maples, the only redeeming point, -in

‘ny opinion, to the whole landscape. The

fact, is that lnke Aylmer and surroundings

’do not possess one single attraction to the

g 1 tand
‘a snack [wo. procedd-
ed -on our. way,
Black-creek, , it
“head ‘of “the. like
_whera we were, pret-
y _ sire t6- meot,
- party of outr: Sher-
brooke " friends - who
. had preceded s by

two or threé diys,
80 we pulled’ awny o
with a will, and’ the ST
224 . wind being fresh and
. asbern we made good
head-way and found
. our friends" oncam;
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tourist and 1 am informed that it has so

thoroughly been depopulated of its finny
inhabitants by waserupulus netting at un-
reasonablo periods of the year, that very
few sportsmen now frequent its otherwise
unattractive shored, even duck shooting,

_which - used, formerly, to be the Octobor

attraction there, is now, I am told,- *‘a
pleasure of other days.” At the time of
our visit, some few mascalonges and dores
ware to be caught and once in a while s,
twonty-five pounder was secured. ~The
Bachelor lm('FI ag late as 7 years ago par-
took at our old friend Beaudet’s shanty,
of a black bass, which would have: kicked
the beam at eight pounds and by the bye,
was caught in ¢ net. Those doys are pust
and Inke Aylmer, unless it i§ protected in
the future by more conscientious penitents
than are our present legislators, will sink.
into a mere lenten preserve of frogs. .
B i s Dol CALESTIGAN,.
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-. Qur -estedmed correspondent has had
‘his’ glimpses of Take Aylmer from its
worst imaginable approach, that is by the
~way of Bull Frog Bay. . Now! it is reach~
ed by the Quebec Central Railway from:
Qarthby Station, which liés” at™ “the” ex-
tremity of 'Ward Bay from where there is
a beautiful - view of the lake with the
mountains lying .between -there . and thé
Megantic  region on the south. ~ A road
leads from Garthby to Nicolet, Breeches,
Indian and Conlombe Lakes, to the north
where - there 8 good trout fishing. - We
agree with ‘‘Calestigan” that to the fly-
fishorman Lako Aylmer has no atbractions,
. but.very good trolling for bags:and masea:
-longe may.be had ;in -the : proper : season;

.There rare . fish, enough:-there, if propexly
protected and the. faoilities for reachingit

arc such that it might be made.a:grent re:

sworb, for pic-nic parties, especially.-aa; the

-Q:-0,R. Co.. are extremaly.liberalin their

- “wa Totnd two of the i)

| vither healthy or. savoury ;. therofore, ‘al-

od oh a sand-b

eieek
why

, or’ cromated;- for:
the grave had ny r been dug than'a-.© .
quantity of-dry fuel was doposited around -
it.  But my doubts were sot ab vest when
1 heard, the - master -of. coromonies, " Mt 2
Jumes Morkill, call to his companionts - ‘
*put-in a'good chunk of fab pork on top
of the beans, that cverything. was-ready
for'the baking, &e.” C .
Declining Mr, M's, invitation to remain--
and partake of the pork and besns  which
he said would- bo' rosurrected ' in “sevén
hours time, we proceeded up -the ereck
which gradunlly expanded into a capacious
bay, benutifully wooded- on its northern
bank, We landed in & cove, the banks of
‘which we found’tenanted by a numerous
bund of nuyvies, who from ‘all appearancs
had béon there teolong to make the place

though it was late in tho aftérnoon and™ - -
our long pull from"Weedon was beginning ~ * . -
to'tell on our inusclos,’we paddled iback. -
past our friende. beans and Porkf‘""[‘inéﬁ the -
‘then:naicentivillnge of \D'Israglie, ubitil ~
‘we'arrivéd in a'nide: bear bay two milés
below' the -villige “whére we pitched oir
camp on a hard:wood ridge near &' beguti-

fiil cool spring, & very. comfortable, “Gagia-
cious. habigation, -half’ tent, half-shanty
was’ erected ' ‘and *being. plentifil we
soon had,a fire’sufficient, to; Yosst ‘an’iox.
We were: comfortably domiciled *before
sunset, had partakei’of o, hearty supper; . .
smoked the pipe of Pedcs and, what next?
After a lofig day’s 'pill* inder. a_ broiling - - -
sun. without “a- drop’ of drinkable water, . -
it might'vé'riaturally supposed that Mor-
Sheiia”or “purchirics Bhcohis rould Hava

hi riembiors b1
‘iporianien,” hardy

jolly; bnt they,

7O d-ron
ad nob come all the way




