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THE TRUE EDUCATION.

BY THFE REV. Re Co WATERITON.

The true cducation is the religions
education.

It is this which acts upon the mind
with reference to the direet object for
which God created it. It is this which
will lead the mind to the true happiness
of life,—to the happiness of virtue, which
is superior to ontward mnisfortanes. It
is this which best fits the individnal for
society, and will enable him to do gond
among his fellow-creatures. [t is this
which will prepare him both for the Jife
which now is and that which is to come.

The trae education, then, is the relis
gious education ; and every other kind of
education should have reference to this,
and act through and upon it.  Others
are good, in their respective places, bat
this is good in all places; and its true
valae, and its benefivial influence upon
the various faculties of the mind, are not
yet fully understood.

The religious principle should guide
and govern the intellect. The religious
principle should be the first developed ;
for it will quicken the mental powers,
check the passions, and keep the proper
balance of character, without which a
mind is ever liable to be misled.

The religious education, then, should
be looked upon as the most important,
by every parent and teacher. . With it,
all other edueation is good ; without it,
all is empty.

Bat it may be asked, What is religi-
ous education —what do we mean by
it? It is. giving a just sense of duty.
1t is opening the eyes of the soul to the
great purpose of life. [t is awakeniog
a love for truth. 1t iz teaching o child
to govern his mind avight, awd seavch
for the good. T is not giving him words
so mueh as thoughts ; not mere maxims,
but living principles ; not teaching him
to be honest because honesty is the best
policy, but to be honest becanse to be
honest is righs. Tt is tenching him to
love the good, for the sake of the good ;
to be virtnous in his actions, because he
is s0 in bis heart; to have a supreme
love for God, not from fear, Luc from
the love of his perfect charactor.

We have thus seen, that the true ed-
ucation is the religious, and that the
religious education is that which teaches
purity, love, and devotion,

Noyw, are children capable of receiving
such instruction 2 Are they prepared
for it ?

T believe they ave. 1 believe that child-
ren may possess a true Christian spirit,
that they may live true Christian lives,
and that they may feel the ferce of great
Christian traths, In order to see whether
this be so, let us look at the nature of
the child, and the nature of religion, and
see how fur they correspond. ~ What is
necessary to malke a Christian > Love,
Faith, and Spirituality.

‘Now let us look inte the mind of a
. child, and see if it have these eiements

of zharacier. I believe ithas, in o great-
er degrec than the adalt. ] say the
-elemeats. They are not, it is trne, yet
formed Into any. systematic chavacter ;
“but the elements of Love, and Faith, and
- -Spirituality are, it seems to e, among
.the peculinr eharacteristics of childhood.
“Certainly love dwells in the mind of
o child,, All ¢hildren love, and love to
‘be loved,—and their love is ever active.
We donot say that the child loves alone
“what is good ; it is sufficient to say.that
it loves, und that it is cagiable of loving
good,—and if it-does not always do so,
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thera is the more necessity of propey ,’ Crod; and the ¢hild may feel this, as well
instruction. It can love, and does love, {as the philesopher, for every philosopher
and misanthropy in a child was never'is imperfeer, and may reason partly upon
heard of, Love is the prime element of | false premises, white the child p:'(u_-.s to
its natnre,—the very life of its infane; the wath at ouee. It has an innate con-
being 3 and in this we bave one of the ! sclonsness given it by God himself,~—
most necessary elements of religion, | waich is the highest Kind of reason,

Faith grows ont of luve ; and a child | dacting asit does from cause to effeet,
has as much faith a5 it has love. A ehildj and leaping from finite to infinite, Per-
never mistrasts till disappointment andhaps the advaneed Christian, in his de-
deception have taught it to de so.  Alvotions, daes not feel the fmmedinte
child doos not natarally donbt.  Credu-ipresence of Deity more sensibly than y
lity is proverbial in childven.  [tis for | ehild ; and we may all vemember, when
men to he skeptics ; children never aretwe repoat «! the Lord’s praver at oar
Gain a child’s love, and you will see his{mother's kuoe, that our metlier sepmoed
faith ; and here 1s another element of | searce nearer to ns than the Father of ail,
the Christian character, t We hear parvents and others frequently

But further. A child not only hasiremadk, that ie is diffiends to walle with a
love and faith, but hasalso, in a vemark- | child npon sphitual subjects. We can-
able degree. the elements of the spirituzl. | aoe helieve that the dificelty rests with
It has a love for the uaseen, and o fuith; the child. Lot a person who wonid ex-
init.  Children are always, or almosi|press his views on such sulijects have

a1

always, fond of the supernatural.  Who | spiritnalized his own thoughts, and feel
wn read fairy tales likea ¢hild?  Who | within himself what he wishes to ex-

e believe the tales of the Arabian’
Nights like a child 2 Who ean tremble
ata ghost-story like achild?  Who can
conjure up spirits ju the davk like a
child 7 And all these show that it has
the eloments of the spiritual ; for the
love of the marvellous arises in the ehild
from that part of its natare, which,
wisely directed, would lead to the spirit-
ual. It has 2 love for theamseen, and o
belief in the unknown. There is a spirit
within the child which ¢raves something
suporior to the senses..  There is a sub-
lime spiritual instinet, which God has
implanted in its very nature. Perhaps

press, aud the ehild will soon symipathize
[ with his views. The elements of a child's
natare are stilar to those of the adals;
and it hax this advantage,—it has nog
been long enongh in the world to have
formed =0 many material associations,
i and therefore it ean fuel more sympathy
in the spivitnal world than in distang
conniries of the material world, It will
understand moere about heaven, than it
does abont China or Japan ; and feel
“the existonen of anrels as more prebable
than the existerce of Hottentots, 1 be.
lieve that iv is entirely a mistake, that
{ children cannot feel aninterest in spirit-
no child, of itself, cver denbted that, nal things. The difficalty is that they
Daniel was preserved in the lon's den, } are seldom talked to on such subjects,
or that the waters of the Red Sea wore | ina simple and spiritoal way.
divided by the rod of Moses. A child I will mention a little {act,—which i
feels that there is an unscen and omni-yonly one ont of many I have gathered
potent power always at work.  The un- | from Interconrse with children. It will
folding of n leaf is a marvel 5 in it the!serve to illnstrate the theughts that na.
wonderful workmanship of God is visi- | turally spring up in the winds of the
ble, and throngh it 11is presence is felt, | young. Several weeks since, [ saw two
ile feels that God conld canse Luzarus; boys looking at the fignre of a child
to vise from the dead, as easily as he!with his bands and face raised upwards.
canses a tree to blossom in spring. ‘The; £ asked them what they had been think-
clements of the spivitual nature areling of while they looked at it. At firsy
within him, and be has spiritual ('uith.l!hie_v hung down their heads, and were
Here, then, we see that the elements ofjsilent ; but when T asked them again,
love, taith, and spirituality,—the ele {the oldest answered,—« T thonght he
ments of mind necessary te form a reli-; wanted to go up, and could w’t.” T then
gions character,—exist iu the ¢hild, ‘[ns‘.c(-:d the other; and he suid,—* T
It may be asked,—Bat can™ they un- j thought he was looking np, and waiting
derstand 2 Pochups they ewnuot 3 andifor the angels to come down and take
perhaps an adult cannot. It is one thing 'him”  An aduals would probably have
to undevstand, and ansther to have ajsald, it was a stand to set a lamp on,—
rational faith. We cannot comprehend | which was in fact.the case.
limitless space, but we may believe in i, With regard to religions feclings, T
and it is easior to believe in it than not{have known many children who have
to believe in it,  We can believe in the| exhibited them in a great degree ; who
spiritual, the mysterions and theinfinite, | as the point of death have been willing
as firmly and as rationally as if we could | to die, and have talked of heaven with
grasp them with the understanding, Weidelight, [ kuew one whe requested that
have a conscionsuess within which makes) her companions might be gathered about
s more than understand j—we kuow.her bed 5 and she there divided among
We believe, because we cannot hielp be-{them her playthings. and calmly told
lieving. The sun may beo reflected in a}them of her trust in God, and her wil-

dvop of dew ; so within the child may I knew another
little girl, whose parents were wretched-
ly poor, und whose father was intemper-
ate and profane. Oune day, when e was
swearing, the little girl went up to him
with,an imploving look, and said,—+ O !
don’t speuk such words ; our Father in
Lheaven won't love you if yon do!”
Anather day, when he talked so, the
little ereature knelt silently down ina
corner, and prayed.

It may now he asked,—If children
have this turn of mind, and these ele-
ments of character, and are thus capable
of religions knowledge, and religious

shine the image of the Eternal, and his
young mind may comprehend, though
in'a less degree, the same truths which
are cherished by the archangels.

There are laws of natuve, and laws of
spivit.  The one is seewn, and the other
is felt 5 and the one is as reasonable as
the other ; and the ¢hild knows this as
well as the adulr.  Wternal truth and
the eternal principle in the soul have a
vesemblance ; and the great I an, that
dwells in the soul of the child, bears
witness to the truth. For instance, therc
is no more important point in religion
than the belief in the omnipresence of

linguess to depart

feeling, why do they not show moré of
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it? [ answer,—they are young: and
while young, God has made them to he
tanght, and they are too generally taught
wrong ; their spiritual nature is neglect-
edy—their religious chavacter left for a
future time, and there is teo frequently
a talse system in their instruction.

Children are taught to act from low
wotives ;—to fear punishment, rather
than wrong : to love praise, rather than
virtue 5 and thns rather to appear, than
to he, good.  They are injured both by
preeept and example ; not intentioually,
bat through carelessness und thought-
tessnoss. A Christian visitor calls ¢ and
the first thing is to pamper the vanity
of the child, and lead it to fix its mind
on dress or outward show.,

Children have quick perceptions. They
often kuow what is going on in the mind
of another. The father says,—« My boy,
love your Bible,” and the boy sees the
father read a newspaper with twice the
avidity that he ever saw him read the
word of Ged. What is the result? The
example of the parent goes farther than
the precept. The father says,—« My
sou, love prayers” but he never sees the
father at family worship ; he never
knows him to pray. What is the resnlt ?
The example of the parent goes farther
than his precept.  The parent says,—
“ Pray with reverence i but duriog the
time of prayer, in the house of worship,”
he lounges thoughtlessly, and seems to
feel little interestin that solewmn service.
Wihat is the result 7~ This example,
like the ethers sinks deep,—and the ex-
ample ontweighs the precept.

is it still asked,—If shildren have the
elemenis of love, faith, and spirituality,
and are capable of acquiting religious
character, why do they not show more
ofit? I point to things as they ave ;
—they will answer. 1 point even to
Cluwistian parents ; they will show. Do
they not generally treat the spiritual
nature of the child with neglect 7 Do
they net think more of its outward, than
of its religions condition 2 Do they nog
think more how it will appear in the
opinien of men, than in the opinion of
God?  Let these questions be fairly
answored, and I think the whole matter
will be explained. Tor my own part,
considering the connteracting influences
of society, 1 wonder that children are so
spiritual as they are. In my intercourse
with the children of the vicious poor, {
have often seen an ardessness and purity
of character, which has snrprised me,—.
an artlessness, perhaps greater than
among many children of better parents ;
and this has convinced me that there
must be something wrong, at the very
rout of domestic religions instruction, in
many Cheistian families. The trath is,
a child learns both by seeing and hear-
ing ; and if the parent is not consistent,
the inconsisteney works in the heart of
the child, till it donbts whether much of
virtne is not meve talk. He fathoma the
depth of their morality 5 and finds it
shallow ; and this shallowness serves to
make him skeptical with regard so all
morality,—and he tius becomes blind to
the real beauty of holiness. The parent,
then, chould have a unity of character,
—u singleness of purpose.  His: profes-
sion and his practice should never clash,
The virtues which he wishes the child to
acquire, shoul? shine forth in his own
example, S ' :

e .

Mogaw Bviv is the only thing in God's
creation of which it is deerced -that the
more .we are famniliar with'it, the less
shall we know, of it.—J.. Martinean,




