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WHAT TRUTH SAYS.

Wo had pleasure last week in preseuting
to our readers tho opemng chapters of a now
story, *“The Aco of Clubs,” by Lubomirski,
the most poweeful of the new school of
Russian Novelists. This new novel is not
only ono of tho mnost exciting and dramatic
storics of recént ycars, but it contains some
of the very best pictures of the horrors of
tho Sibvrian cxilo systemn of Russia ever
written. It is o singularly powerful exposo of
Russian Luriaucracy, cruelty and intrigue.
At the same tims the novel possessea all the
most iteresting elements of a charnung love
story, déaling with the almost successful
efforts of Russian officials to accomplish the
destrustion of the hero and unhappines: of
the heroine.  Just now, when the civilized
world is roused by reports of Siberian out-
rages, and by the investigaticns of George
Keauan, thestory wilt bo of peculiar interest.
Ti.. noved is strongly dramatic, its descrip-
tionaof Siberian life singnlarly thrilling, and
strictly truthful. It is full of such exciting
scenes as the kuouting of 8 Russian officer,
tho mecting of tho exiles in a cavo ou an
island of the Baikal Sea, cte. We can
promiso that those who follow out thé story
will do =0 with thc utmost pleasure. The

SSoPyright is ours and infringements will

be prosccuted,

The modus vivendi which Great Britain
and. France proprsc asa moans of settling the
long standing dispute between the New-
Joundlanders and the French colonists on
the western thore of the island, instead of
proving the * oil on tho troubled waters™ is
meeting with very strong opposition from
the islanders who ate on the verge of open
rovelt.  That the aituation may. be moro
clesrly comprchended a brief historical re-
ference may not bo without benefit.  Origin-
ally discoverad by the Cabots, fathir and
son, in 1497, after a scrica of vicissitudes,
owing to the wara lLetween England and
Fraace, Newfoundland finadly fell into the
hands of Great Britain, who was confitmed
in passcssion of the island hy the treaty of
Utrecht in 17130 By the provisions “of this
treaty there were reserved to France rights
avera portion of the Coast which is krowa
as the French shore.  These rights are the
liberty to catch fish and dry them on the
shore. This conoession, made solely in re
fcrence to eatching fish and drying them,
has been interp etr 1 as though it gave
to France the right to hold in fec simple
the whole of the disputed coast between
Cape St. John ard Capo Ray, passing round
the vorth af the island, and to prohibit
others not only from fishing bat from .
tablishing any industry whatever. By thus
preposterons claim the Brituh population of
a Rritish Colony arc excloded from the
o~aption of tho soil and from the work
‘ag of mines i alarge portion of the i
tegjor On the other hand, the Britah

inhabitants contend that tho provision of
tho teeaty has rospect to fish alono, and has
no reference to any othir industry. Con-
scquently, as theso coasts +buund in lobsters,
which have nover been placed Ly naztur-
alists in tho piscatorinl family the
British have engaged in tho lobsterindustry,
and havo - cstablishod sevaral canning fac-
torieson tho so-called French coast! In
harmony wath ther interpretation of the
treaty provision, the French object to this
intrusion, and, haming taken the matter
into their bands, have violently destroyed
several of these canning  faclorics. Now,
tho modus vivend1 wiich has been negotiat-
ol between Great Britamn and France prac-
ticelly concedes the XFrench claim, and
virtually acknowledges their right of pro-
priotership to the disputed coast. Natural-
ly the British population object to such
an interpetation and are remonstrating
in a manner not to be mistaken.

A mass meeting was hele at St. Johns,
the capital of tho island, a few days ago, at
which, it is estimated, ten thousand per-
sons were present. Promiuently scated cn
the platform, were repreacntatives of all
classes and of all erceds.  Among tho resblu-
tions passod was onc sctting forth thats
* Whereas, the claims put torward by tho
French—(1) to catch and preserve lobsters,
(2) to erect lobster factories, and (3) to cx-
clude our people from the prosccation of that
industry on certain parts of our coasts—are
utterly withont foundatipn or shuw of
reason 3 and, whegeas the cxercise of such
claims involves in its conscquences not only
directly the deprivation of our people of a
valuable maritime industry, but also in-
directly tho scttlement of a new French
population with a permancent footing upon
our a0i], the locking up of the territorial
resources of the Colony, the extinction®of
every valuable industry and source of wealth
to our people, and tho virtual concession of
the sovereignty of the soil to a forcign Pow-
cr; andwhereas the terms of the so.called
modus vivendi not only accord to these un-
founded pretensions the forcc and status of
bona fido and reasonable claims, bnt confer
upon the French the immediate actual pos.
session and cnjoyment of rights territorial
and maritime to which these claims relate s
therefore, resolved, that for these and far-
ther reasons this mecting indignantly pro-
testsagainat the making of thisarrangement,
that tho claims now set up by the French in
relation to the Jobster fishery ought o have
been met anly by an shsolate and unqualifi
od denial, and that to noarrangement cither
for atbitration ot otherwise intolving even
tho consideration of any possible night ox
claim on the part of the French to catch md

making tho treaty, Prominent men will bo
sent to all tho Iritish Colonics to show the
great wrong being dono o sister Colony of
the Empire.” As might bo expected, opin-
jons differ’as to whether tho islanders are
justified in their opposition, or whether they
have been treated kindly, and justly by the
Imperial government. It seems, however, to
be generally conceded by the English press
that a grave mistako was made in not having
a representative of Newfoundland present
at tho time the negotintions were pending:
Had this courlesy been extended to the
Colonists it might have prevented much of
tho ill-fecling that has unfortunately been
engenderod.

How any Chicagoan can contentedly pur-
suc the even tenor of his way, with death
lurking in every draught of water taken to
cool his parched tongue, is romething
unaccountable to thoso who cherish any
affection for this inundanc sphere. Lately
ono of the best accredited scientists, recog-
nised ull over tho country asan expert and
an suthority, has been testing tae common
drinkipg water of the city, only to find it
filled with deadly poison. This is how he
represents tho casc: “‘As to the present
unsafe condition of our drinking water I have
no doubts whatever. The twenty-fold in-
crease of free ammonia tells o story of filth,
It shows that the zoluble matters, coming
from the decay of many tons of cxcreta and
other organic waste, were washed out into
the lake and into our drinking water. To
speak of this as aslight contamination would
be foolish, and to try to conceal it would be
criminal.” Tt is not to be wondered at that
tho more thoughtful citizens have shown
some alatm, and should be casting about for
some means of sending down the Mississippi
ot anywhere, the poisonous matter which
threatens the very life of the city. The
*‘twenty-fold increase of free ammonia® is
a prophecy of still greater contamination, and
atill greater danger tolife. Even ander ondin.
ary circumstances the condition of things is
alarmiug, but in sicw of the coming World's
Fair in 1593, it becomes particularly grave.
It would be criminal in the highest desree
to invite millions of poople from the States
of the Union and the foreign countries of the
globe to come to Chicago merely to diz there
from the cffccts of suchpoisons.  If Chicago
would win the blessing and not the curse of
the nations, let her put herself in lhorough
onder before she opens her show.
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sult. ““Tho older prople,” 1t 18 stated, “aro
greatly exercised over the affmir, but the
young folks think it & pretty good joko."
One hardly knows which to condemn the
more ; the breach of faith ou b part of
the young people, who knowing the senta-
ments of the responsible members of the
church under whose auspices the entertan-
ment was held, or the systom of rasing
money which opens the dour fur such
questiotnble  and  scandaluus  perfurne
ances.  As o matter of fact the Watertown
young peoplo are sinners only a little great-
cr than many chur:h socictics all over the
country. Their sin diffcrs in degree and not
in kind from that of wany others. It s one
of the reproaches and weaknesses of the
Christian charch, shared in by nearly .1
scctions that she has adopted such means ar
bazaars, amateur theatricals, etc., ete., for
the replenishing of her coffers which ought
to be filled with the direct and voluntary
cotitributions of her members.  Until those
who have been bencfited By the institutions
of the church, and who |  fess to hold these
institutions aboveall price, shal} show in a
practical manner the regard they say they
fecl, unbelievers will have good reason
to question the sin-crity of their pro-
fessions, and to discount considerably
the benefits the church is said to bestow.
In this connection church members would
do well to pray the prayer of the .mmortal
Bumns:

0, wad some power the giftic ic us
To sce oorscls as ithers 8ce us.”

The accident to the magnificent steamer,
City of Paris, which so ncarly resulted in
another being added to the pathway of
wrecks which strea the bed of the sea, atill
cngages public attention.  Many are asking
why did thestarboard engine of this ship so
suddenly collapse? Thus far the o xners of <
the vessel are provokingly silent on the™ . -
question. No answer has chn volunteered, o Lo
and it is stated that since the ship has ar- ' '
rived at Liverpool no person has Been. al-
lowed on board withont special pcrmxss:qn. o
There is o suspicion that the cngine jaot-as
down cither from an original ddoet v ’
des cmpcd by wear and t
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