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THE i PPRoACiHNG M iETIN OF SYNo).
The time i, fat approaching when the Ministers and Eiders of the Church

wi le calied upon to met amnd confr on the varions inprtant interests of
the Church. iu gur pie nt state with our institutions and operations stil in
a comparativey iniatume condition, many important interests must neces-
1arily en:.iage the attention of our annual imleetins. Our homle iissionary
operations, ani (uurmeans dr Tlheolo ical trai ninuit, imate ly conînected to-
gthi-r. ani forning the great wurk of our Chrc ii Canada, require full and
deliberate cousideratioi. On the steps we now t-dke nay depend iiin a great
nmeasre. undr God, the future of the Caiada Presbyteriai Church. .et the
friends of the Cihurci earIesty pray that wisdon, and mn-ekness and forbear-
ance, may be lIaeIly bestowel o' ail the brethren.
The imeeting vili, w' trust, he largely attended. Arrangements aie being made

for the aee niuodation of iimenbers ut Synod in Montreai and for obtaining the
usuali reduetion in fare fron the Railway and Steamboat companies. Looking
o the propose'd estldishment of a General Assembly and District Synods. we
iay regard th ensuing ineting. of Synod as perhaps the last general Synod of
the llody. We trust and pray that through the blessiig of G od it may be the
means of doing nucih good. and of giving a fresh inpulse to the cause or truth
in our Iand.

IE ASPECT OF TIIE TIMES PRACTICALLY CONSIDEREDI.

i.iEnu Ut uv. tn. nCrUs aT CnosEtN or s:ssis av0 ATxx cO.ri.:; E.
It may he profitiabie to advert to the analogicai relation which seenis tu ob-

tain betwun Godi speciai providunce in regard to individual imembers of the
Cihurchl, and the Church as a whoie. As the HIoly Spirit takes a gracious
dealinig. wvith the' une in the way of trial for purification and more abundant
frnituitness, so has lie ii times past dealt with tiih, other in its more visible
aspects ; yea. s doing su at th, preent moment. The Waldensiau witnesses
in the valleys of iedmont ; WicliTife anld his foflowers ini lB-ilviii and on the
continent, genîuine succesoes of the Cutdes of a forimier age, and with a purer
and steadier ii; Lmthr, and Calii and tI noble airny of Protestant Re-
formers, togetler with the suüTering band of 2.00 in Erglaed and 400 in Scot-
lund, in the glooiy St. I3arthioiîleV days of 1 ;62 ; tihese vere ali part and
parcel of -''tie fan in Jehovah's hand, where-witi lie was winuowing his floor.
and separating the chair froi the wheat. And las it not been the same in times
more recent, yea, in our own day ? In the earlier portion of the eighteenth
century, the Churches in Britain as in Germîany and France, imbibed grievous
errors, and sunk into a state of great spiritual apathy aid God raised up the
Frankts and the Sentrs of the continen;t the Romainîes and the Whittields and
the Wesleys in Englanid, and the fathers of the secession in Scutaud, as suita-
ble imstruments for -trying the spirits," and .iidicating tlie truilith. In our
own day, the disruptiun of 1N13 in the Scotti, Establishment, bruught
character and principles to the te.t, and rousel siumbtering reigious commu.
nities to a liealithier vitality. Inder our own eyevi, do we not see Churches as
it were only hai reforîm'd. and ectaliishments which have prloved theiselves
effete, filied with alarn by insidious but persevering assaults froin within, and
an omînous pressure froi xithouît ? And assuredly, God has in iew nie and
gracious ends in al thi. Dorniant Churches will yet be tou.,ed froi their
slumîbers. The "fire will try thi gold, the silver, t lie prefi-us stomnes, as
also the wood, the hay, and the stubbe :' and scriptura! priiph-s and holy
practice shIl gain the ascendant over pernicious error. c<dd fornali,1im, and
open proligacy.

There cannot be a doubt, that the muios fearful of i- the signis of the timies."
is, the tbluslinîg inxfidelity wxhich has biirst iorth in quarters where it was
least to be expected, and by agencies wvhich policy as well as priniciple. migit
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